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4 Waray-Waray kidnap 
¿ gang members, including 
leader, killed in shootout 
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Basketball sec-gen 
Graham Lim arrested, 
detained as illegal alien 


resmen eee 


= WORLD /A20 


Moderate lawmaker 
is South Korea’s first 
woman prime minister 


High court rules lying basis 
for annulment of marriage 


By Armand Nocum 
‘THE FOLLOWING ARE 
grounds for annulment: 

‘© One or both spouses 
are underage. 

‘© One or both spouses 
are gay. 

‘© One spousé hasa 
habit of lying. 
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People’s initiative faces legal obstacles 


By Norman Bordadora, Christine O. Avendaño and T] Burgonio, 


PDI Central Luzon, Northern Luzon Bureaus 


A TOP CONSTITUTIONALIST, 


FR. JOAQUIN 


Bernas, said yesterday proponents of Charter 
change through a people's initiative were “proba- 
bly desperate” in insisting on it despite serious 
constitutional and legal questions in its way. 


“First, you need an enabling 
law. And even if there was, you 
can only use people's initiative to _ 
make specific changes to the Con- 
stitution,” Bernas, one of the 
framers of the 1987 Charter, told 
the INQUIRER. 

Chuckling, Bernas said: “I 
don’t want to speculate ... They're 


probably desperate.” 

Bernas has said in various fora 
thata people's initiative may only 
be used to change specific provi- 
sions in the Constitution. A revi- 
sion of the Constitution itself, he 
said, would have to be done 
through a constituent assembly 
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‘GMA rating still down 
but alittle less bad’ 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS 
suttered a negative net satisfaction rating 
for the seventh quarter in a row, according 
to the Social Weather Stations. 

But while still negative in the March 2006 
survey, Ms Arroyo's new rating “is a litte 
less bad than in December 2005,” SWS said 
ina statement yesterday. 

Het net satisfaction rating also improved 
among the masa, or the Class D sector, al- 
though it remained in the negative territory, 
the polling outfit said. 

It said survey fieldwork was carried out 
after the presidentially proclaimed state of 
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Palace: To kill GMA at PMA real threat 


Jeo NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


“TOOTS SoBERANO! 


BAND OF BROTHERS, none of them twins. Graduating today with the 
PMA Class of 2006 are (from left) brothers Joseph Orland and Michael 
Gotong; Cesar and Jomar Canazares and Randy and Romel Sotero. 


Three sets of brothers 
among 324 graduates 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau’ 


Benguet; Joseph Orland and 
Michael’ Gotong, also of La 


Trinidad; and Cesar and Jomar 


FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO 
City—The television mini series 
“Band of Brothers” takes on a lit- 
eral meaning when the Philippine 
Military Academy Mandala Class 
of 2006 graduates today. 

The cass has three pairs of 
brothers graduating today: 
Cadets First Class Randy and 
Romel Sotero of La Trinidad, 


Cañazares of Tuguegarao City. 
None of them are twins. 
Romel Sotero, 

third in the 324-member class, 

and Michael Gotong, who ranked 
fifth, are the oldest, having been 
orn in 1982. Joseph Orland Go- 
tong and Jomar Cafiazares were 
born in 1982, while Randy Sotero 


who ranked 
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attle against top 
‘killer TB a success 


By Voit Contreras 


and Christian V. Esguerra dropped 


detected nationwide each year 
to 133 


cases per 


100,000 Filipinos in 2005, from 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS MADE 
“substantial progress” in the bat- 
tle against tuberculosi 
ty-related killer disease that 
claims two million lives world- 
wide, according to local and for- 
eign experts who marked World 
TB Day yesterday. 

‘The number nf new TB cases 


240 in 1997, according to offi- 
cials of the Stop TB Partnership, a 
network under the auspices of 
the World Health Organization. 
Dr. Giorgio Roscigno, an Italian 
‘TB specialist and member of the 
STBP executive committee, led 
the Philippine launch of the 


RP BATTLEJAS 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


WHO DOES ONE BELIEVE? 

Malacañang yesterday said the threat to as- 
sassinate President Macapagal-Arroyo, possi- 
bly when she attends the Philippine Military 
Academy graduation exercises today, is real. 

The Armed Forces Public Information Unit, 
on the other hand, said the military has not 
received any specific threat. 

Whatever is the case, military forces went 
on a nationwide red alert on the eve of the 
PMA commencement exercises in Baguio 
City 

Plans for Ms Arroyo's security were stepped 
up as officials said they were not taking 
chances in the wake of the foiled Feb. 24 plot 
by elite troops to withdraw support from their 
Commander in Chief. 

AFP PIO chief Col. Tristan Kison said the se- 
curity preparations were prompted by the so- 
called “Oplan Hackle”—a supposed plan by 

PALACEIAS 


BIGGEST FIRETO HIT 
Zamboanga City. An unattended 
lighted candle morphed into a 
conflagration Thursday razing 
about 1,500 houses on a S-hectare 
area in Barangay Camino Nuevo. 
The remains to be seen (right) 
look like the ruins of an ancient 
civilization. (Story on Page A6) 
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COA confirms Marcos 
money used in fertilizer scam 
By Philip C. Tubeza 


‘THE COMMISSION ON AUDIT HAS FOUND THAT 
part of the P100 million in recovered Marcos 
‘wealth intended for the government's controver- 
sial farm inputs program was used to buy fertiliz- 
er overpriced by a total of P42.4 million, Senate 
President Franklin Drilon sald yesterday. 

Driton said preliminary results of the COA's 
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THE RED HAT rests snugly on the head of Archbishop of Manila Gaudencio Rosales after he 
receives it from Pope Benedict XVI at the consistory on Friday at St. Peter's Squareat the 
Vatican, Rosales was one of 15 new cardinals from around the world, 


pe 


3 ” Call him Gaudencio 


Cardinal Rosales 


MANILA ARCHBISHOP GAUDENCIO BORBON 
Rosales yesterday became a member of the elite 
College of Cardinals, joining 14 others from 
around the world, including two other Asians, 
as the new “princes” of the Church who will be 
advisers to Pope Benedict XVI and choose his 
successor 

From this point on, the soft-spoken Ros- 
ales, 73, will have the title “Cardinal” be- 
tween his first and last names. 

He is now the Philippines’ only active cardi- 
nal, Ricardo Cardinal Vidal having retired last 
February. Jose Cardinal Sanchez, 86, retired 
in 1996 although he is still based in the Ro- 
man Curia where he had served as Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Clergy. 


Rosales, who heads Asia's biggest diocese, 
the Metropolitan See of Manila, identified 
“the evangelization of Asia” as “the challenge 
of our times.” 

He told the Catholic Asianews agency it was 
thus significant that the Pope had chosen to el- 
evate himself and two other Asians—Archbish- 
op Nicholas Cheong Jin-suk of Seoul and Hong 
Kong Bishop Joseph Zen, an outspoken cam- 
paigner for religious freedom and critic of Chi- 
na. 

He told AP Television News that the decision 
by Benedict to name three new Asian cardinals 
showed that Asia was importantto the Church, 
home to two-thirds of the world’s population 
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Religious set 
guidelines 
for victims 
of repression 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE COUNTRY'S INFLUENTIAL 
religious congregations are ready 
to provide help for the victims of 
what they described as the “re- 
pressive measures” under the ad- 
ministration of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo. 

“The Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors of the Philippines 
(AMRSP) on Thursday began cir- 
culating a set of guidelines for its 
members at this time of unre- 
solved political crisis. 

‘The AMRSP has more than 360 
congregations including the Je- 
suits, Franciscans, Dominicans, 
Benedictines, Augustinians and 
Lasallian Brothers. 

‘The AMRSP played crucial 
role during the years of the Mar- 
cos dictatorship when it was 
founded. That time, it opened the 
doors of its seminaries and con- 
vents to provide safe haven to vic- 
tims of political repression. 

‘The AMRSP agreed to reacti- 
vate this role during a 
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“ WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Eastern sections of Visayas and Mindarao wil experi- 
ence most clovdy skins with scaled rainshowers and soled 
thunderstorms. Th rest ofthe country wil have partiy cloudy skies 


wih isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms. 
SOURCE PAGASA 
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Garci charged for fake passport 


By DJ Yap and Michael Lim Ubac 


Cayetano said the House commit- 
tees that conducted the “Hello Garci” 


“VIRGILIO GARCILLANO WAS YESTERDAY ACCUSED inquiry should have been more “ag- 


‘ of faking his passport and perjuring himself during the 


gressive” in uncovering the truth. 
He raised the option of reopening 


“House inquiry into the “Hello Garci” election fraud the hearings and holding Garcillano 


~ scandal. 


Sen. Panfilo Lacson and three op- joint House inquiry late last year, Gar- 


in contempt until the latter “told the 
truth” 
Villanueva said the opposition had 


position congressmen lodged cillano denied that he was out of the to goto court “to bring back justice in 
charges of perjury, falsification of country from July to August 2005 to our laws.” 


public document and violation ofthe escape the investigation on his sup- 


“We will use it as it is supposed to 


Passport Act against the former elec- posed wiretapped conversations with be used ~ to find the truth, to bring 
tion commissioner at the Quezon’ President Macapagal-Arroyo suggest- justice, to protect our people. At 
City prosecutor's office. They filed ing fraud in the 2004 presidential least for once, Malacafiang agrees 


the seven-page complaint on the election. 


strength of a Bangko Sentral ng 


with the Filipino people that Com- 


He presented two passports - missioner Garcillano should be jailed 


Pilipinas finding that Garcillano's both with no entries to prove that -for fraud and for cheating on all of 
passportdid notconform to standard he was in the country the whole us,” said the son of Jesus is Lord 


onsix counts. 


‘Taguig Rep. Alan Peter Cayetano, 


time the “Hello Garci” scandal was evangelist Bro. Eddie Villanueva, an 
The three other complainants are raging. 


also-ran in the 2004 presidential 


‘But a BSP examination report dat- election. 


Bukidnon Rep. Teofisto Guingona Ill ed March 20 found that one of Garcil- 
and Rep. Joel Villanueva of the party- lano's passports (No. J243816) did Senate, too 


list group Citizens’ Battle Against not conform tostandard. 


Crime and Corruption (Cibac), 


‘The Senate also wants to summon 


Lacson and the three congressmen Garcillano, as well as foreign affairs 


“This only shows that old habits die said the BSP report, which they at- and immigration officials, to its own 
hard, Anyone who's used todoctoring tached to their complaint, pointed to “Hello Garci” inquiry. 


election returns and paraphernalia “the inescapable conclusion” that the 
can also learn how to fake passports,” passport was “fake.” 
‘They also attached a copy ofanote Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, who chairs the 


Cayetano said. 


Senate President Franklin Drilon 
said he had recommended this to 


“We want Garcillano now to dis- verbale issued by Singapore's Min- national defense committee conduct- 
prove allegations that he indeed left istry of Foreign Affairs on Aug. 31, ing the inquiry. 


the country for Singapore, London 2005, stating that Garcillano arrived 


“The authenticity or forgery of the 


and other parts of the world” at the in the city-state on July 14, 2005, Garcillano passport has to be estab 
height of the "Hello Garci” scandal, aboard a Lear Jet 35 and left the next lished,” Drilon said, adding: 


Lacson said. 
At the House, Speaker Jose de 


day for London. 
They said Garcillano “willfully and could not have done this alone. This 


“This is a terrible episode. Garci 


i Venecia urged the Department of Jus- knowingly” used thefakepassport"to is a grand conspiracy, involving 
‘scice to throw the book at the 68-year- mislead Congress and the Filipino [him], those who secured the fraud- 


YI call on the [DOJ] to order the 


“National Bureau of Investigation to Disbarment 
Lacson said he and the other com- 


‘determine probable cause and, if 


old Garcillano. people.” 


ulent passport, the pilots, and the 
immigration officers who cleared his 
flight. 

“For whose benefit was this con- 


‘warranted, file necessary charges - plainants would also start disbarment spiracy hatched? Who benefited 
‘Sperjury, falsification of public docu- proceedings against Garcillano be- from this conspiracy? It's not Garci 
ments, or both - against him,” De fore the Integrated Bar of the Philip- alone.” 


yaNenecia said. pines. 
SE He said the NBI should step in 


Biazon is “receptive” to the 


‘Asked who else could be responsi- idea of summoning Garcillano 


‘Š posthaste because the House had “noble for the fake passport, Lacson said: and certain officials, according to 


‘prosecutorial powers.” 


“Well, who's the party in interest Drilon. 
OWE can only facilitate procedure here? Who stands to benefit from the 


‘The committee chair has indicat- 


Faby submitting to the proper agencies coverup of Garcillano's actions in the ed that he would resume the i 
uke documents and transcripts sub- last election? Your guess is as good as quiry once Executive Order No. 464 


‘ecmitted during the course of the con- mine. 
Ssgressional hearings,” the Speaker 


is lifted. The order bars administra- 


“My guess is Malacafiang. All the tion, police and military officials 


‘said. events, all the incidents, point to at from appearing in congressional 


"Inescapable conclusion 


least a contrived act between some hearings without the President's 
people in Malacafiang and Garcil- say-so. With a report from TJ Bur- 
When he finally showed up ata lano.” 
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Can’t use Ping’s word 
against Erap, says Digs 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SEN. PANFILO LACSON'S CLAIM THAT FOR- 
mer President Joseph Estrada had been aware 
that jueteng money was used to fund his pet 
project could not be used against the latter, ac- 
cording to former Rep. Didagen Dilangalen. 

Dilangalen, Estrada's former spokesperson, 
said the former president and the Erap Muslim 
Youth Foundation were two separate entities. 
Estrada did not get the jueteng money he added. 

“The personality of the foundation is differ- 
ent from the personality of Erap. Erap said the 
money is there, I did not take it. Did he pocket 
it? No. He said that if he did, would he have 
(tried to) legalize jueteng?” Dilangalen said 
in the Ambassador Hotel forum. 

Estrada, who is currently detained while be- 
ing tried on plunder charges, was accused by Ilo- 
cos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson of receiving i- 
legal gambling payoffs and getting a P130-mil- 
lion kickback from the tobacco excise tax. 

‘Singson's accusation led to Estrada's abort- 
ed impeachment trial, which triggered a mass 
uprising that prompted Estrada's ouster in 
2001. 

On Wednesday, Estrada took the witness 
stand for the first time and denied all the ac- 
cusations against him. On the same day, Lac- 
son said Estrada had been aware of jueteng 
money going to his foundation. 

When asked about the possibility of Lac- 
son's statements being used in the case 
against Estrada, Dilangalen expressed doubt. 

“No way, that could not be used. No matter 
how they try to squeeze it, even if you ask 
Ping Lacson, he would say the same thing. 


‘The money did not go to Erap, it went to the 
foundation. The money is intact,” he said. 

Dilangalen refused to disclose. what he be- 
lieves is Lacson's motive for issuing the state- 
ment about the Erap Muslim Youth Founda- 
tion on the same day of Estrada's testimony. 

Yesterday, administration solons urged 
Lacson to tell all on what he knows of Estra- 
da's jueteng dealings during his incumbency 
tohelp puta closure to the issue. 

Rep. Antonio Cuenco of Cebu City, chair of 
the House committee on foreign affairs, and 
Joel Mayo Almario of Davao Oriental, chair of 
the committee on games and amusement, said 
while Lacson’s motive for revealing Estrada's 
jueteng take was unclear, they said the senator 
had wittingly dragged himseif into the fray. 

Cuenco said it was time for Lacson to un- 
ravel the complete picture of how Estrada 
coddled jueteng lords during his incumbency. 
“Ping kept his silence for too long. It's time for 
him to detail how Erap coddled and protected 
jueteng operations." 

“Whatever his motive in bringing up the 
matter, Ping should provide more details to 
help bring the jueteng issue confronting Erap 
toits proper conclusion,” Almario said. 

Meanwhile, Estrada lawyer Rufus Ro- 
driguez decried the lack of live coverage on 
Estrada's testimony. 

He said the accusations against Estrada 
during the impeachment trial were televised, 
but not his defense. 

Rodriguez also said that by his assessment, 
Estrada had been candid and sincere during 
his testimony, and had been forthright and 
spontaneous in answering questions. 


SC scolds petitioners vs EO 464 


By Armand N. Nocum 


STUNG BY CRITICISMS THAT IT WAS DELAY- 
ing decision on crucial issues affecting civil liber- 
ties, the Supreme Court yesterday reprimanded 
the petitioners against Executive Order 464 for 
asking for numerous extensions on their dead- 
line to submit their comments to the high court. 
In a two-page resolution, the court repri- 
manded petitioner groups Bayan Muna, 
Courage and the Counsel for the Defense of 
Civil Liberties (Codal) for asking the SC atleast 
twice for more time to submit their comments. 
“The extensions have delayed the resolution of 
the petitions questioning the constitutionality of 


EO 464 which bars Cabinet men and military of- 
ficials from attending congressional hearings 
‘without the prior approval ofthe President. 

But on March 14, the court noted that the 
petitioners eventually said they were not fil 
ing their comments “in the interest of having 
the issues resolved soonest.” 

“To ask for additional time from the court, only 
to manifest later that the act for which additional 
time was requested will no longer be done, is to 
trifle with the court and to make light of the pro- 
ceedings being conducted by i,” the court said. 

“The fault of the petitioners. is rendered all the 
more serious in view of the gravity of the issues in- 
volved in the present case,” the court added. 


March 31 - April 3, 2006 
STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP 


Inspection Dates 
March 23 - 30, 2006 


1 ot 80 
Excavators 


batts tots 
Motor à Cranes 
Graders ny 


alaysia. 
pict espe ave 


ia other 
ic Chorolates, 


empty eet of 
Dropside 


PRIES |! Me 


a : Toop msm ep pe 
Fei toa Per 
|: niina A eiae. 


(02}984-6741 » (02)984-6753 + (02) 


Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru: 
ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp. « Tel (02) 858-8888 


al ws ogre com Vis ou meeste re aa bongata com 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER é i A: | 
ainia S| 


Now, Palace wants Senate to act fast on 2006 budget 


By Christine O. Avendaño peditious action of the Senate on “This marks payback time for 2005 budget. Roughly one-third, in the House, Bunye said “dis- 
Fre measure,” President Macapa- the people as we move gover- or P340 billion, will goto interest proves unfounded allegations 
FOLLOWING ITS APPROVAL BY  gal-Arroyo said yesterday. nance toa higher level at atime of payments for the country's debts. based on politically-motivated 
fa’ Howe Malacahang now ex- On Thursday the House finally growing political stability” Presi- Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye fears on why the budget approval 
perts the Senate toacrswiflyon the - approved the 2006 national bud- dent Arroyo said in a statement, urged the Senate to join the istakingsuchalong time.” 
much-delayed passage of the P1.06 get. It has been conducting ‘The P1.06 trillion 2006 budget House in “fulfilling their constitu- In a statement, Ms Arroyo said 
Milion natal budget for 2006. marathon sessions on the budget isthe biggest ever submitted bya tional duty of reviewing and ap- the passage of the budget “will end 
{commend the House of Rep- proposals of different depart- President to Congress for ap- proving the annual budget of the momentum to our economic gains 
resentatives for the passage ofthe ments and their attached agen- proval. It is 14.7 percent or entire goverment.” as it sends a strong signal to the 
budget and we anticipate the ex- cies since March 6. P134.7 billion bigger than the The passage of the budget bill world of our capability to further 


PNP files raps 
against 4 officers 


By Luige A. del Puerto vice. Franco could also lose his re- 
tirement benefits, according to Ele. 
POLICE HAVE FORMALLY _ The police have retained juris- 
charged with grave misconduct diction over Franco even though 
four officers of the elite police he retired early this month. 
combat unit Special Action Force But the police have so far failed 
(SAF) who were implicated in the to obtain sworn statements from 
alleged Feb. 24 coup attempt police inside and outside the PNP- 
against the Arroyo administra SAF against their four colleagues. 
tion, a senior police official said A junior policeman familiar 
yesterday. with the case said no one wants to 

Police Director Marcelo Ele, pin downthe officers. 
chief of the Directorate for Inves- The DIDM, nonetheless, has 
tigation and Detective Manage- found “probable cause” to go 
ment, said those charged with ahead and file the charges on the 
grave misconduct were former basis on various reports implicat- 
SAF chief Supt. Marcelino Fran- ing the SAF officers. 
co, Sr. Supt. Benjamin Magalong, _“(But) if in the course of the ad- 
Chief Insp. Eric Dilag, and Insp. ministrative proceedings we would 
Ryan Paloma, uncover evidence that will warrant 

“es similar to the court-mar- the filing of criminal charges, we 
tial proceedings recommended would do so,” Ele said, adding that 
bythe AFP against officers (impli- criminal charges would be filed 
cated),” said Ele. with the regular cours. 

Franco has since retired fromthe Last week, Ele admitted that 
service, But Magalong, Dilag and without sworn affidavits impli- 
Paloma have been under “restric- cating the SAF 4, the police's case 
tive custody” since late February is“alittle weak.” 
when Ms Arroyo placed the county “We have found probable 
under a state of emergency. cause, based on reports, on the 

‘Although technically not de- preponderance of reports (of 
tained, theirmovements arebeing their involvement)” Ele earlier 
‘monitored. They lsocannotleave said. “But we have no swom 
the camp without escorts. statements (against them). The 

‘According to Ele, the DIDM caseisalittle weak.” 
transmitted thisweekthe precharge “But we are not prohibited 
documents against the SAF 4 toa from submitting (additional) evi- 
hearing officer from the Police dence during trial,” Ele added. 
Community Relations Group. Ele Police chief Arturo Lomibao 
said he expected the summary ad- earlier said part of the plan to un- 
ministration proceedings against seat the Arroyo government was 
them to start anytime soon, for the SAF to takeover Camp 

Tf proven guilty, the officers Crame and the Ninoy Aquino In- 
could be dismissed from the ser- ternational Airport. 


balance our fiscal footing and ear- 
mark the fruits of economic reform 
tothe basic needs of our people.” 
“We are keyed in to enhanced 
governance, more investment 
confidence, jobs, broader infras- 
tructure and better social services 
“as we strike out political instabili- 
ty and gather momentum for po- 
litical change,” the President said, 
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PRIMUS INTER PARES 
ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS 


DEVELOPING LEADERS AMONG LEADERS 
DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE AND THE COMMITMENT TO SERVE 


Application for admission of new students 
for the 1st Trimester, School Year 2006-2007 
for the following degree programs is now going on: 


E MBA STANDARD PROGRAM 
tb.36-month training program for young professionals to become 
p H- 


senior managers and leaders in the future 
d ATENEO-REGIS ACCELERATED MBA PROGRAM 
A flexible and accelerated 14-month program for employed managers 
training to become future CEO's and senior executives 


MIDDLE MANAGER MBA PROGRAM 
A focused 28-month program for employed managers training to 
become future CEO's and senior executives 
MBA SPECIAL CONCENTRATION 
IN HEALTH PROGRAM 


A 28-month program for professionals and leaders in the health sector 


ONLINE ADMISSION IS ALSO ACCEPTED. PLEASE 
VISIT http:/Igsb.ateneo.edu AND CLICK ONLINE 
ADMISSION AND FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM. 


SCHEDULE OF ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
April 1 & 29, 2006 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. 


‘THE REGISTRAR 
O PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS BUILDING 
20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City 


“Tels, 8997691 local 2214 to 2217 / 7292000 / 8995548 direct line 
aps.ateneo.edu 


S UE mia 

a Chrono ae 
hte (eanyose sous 
Pit Sesser 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 . 


a EEA] 


DENR watching mines 
for rain-induced disasters 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL KEEP A CLOSE 
watch on mining projects in the country as 
part of its disaster mitigation plan for the on- 
set ofthe La Niña season. 

‘The Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources, chair ofthe national committee 
on disaster mitigation, said it would closely 
monitor the tailings ponds of mining projects 
as heavy rains brought by the La Nifia phe- 
nomenon could trigger overflows. 

In his memo to the President, Environment 
Secretary Angelo T. Reyes said the DENR would 
also “undercake saturated anti-illegal logging op- 
erations” as part of its disaster mitigation plan. 

Of the 24 priority mining projects, only 
four are operational: the Palawan Nickel Pro- 
ject, Rapu-Rapu Polymetallic Project, Teresa 
Gold Project and the Sto. Tomas I] Copper 
Project in Canatuan. 

Reyes’ memo came as environmentalist 
‘warned against more mine tailings spills dur- 
ing the La Niña period, citing the two inci- 
dents at the Rapu-Rapu Polymetallic Mining 
Projectin Albay last year. 

“If the rains are too strong, the chances of 
spilling are great. Remember what happened 
to Lafayette?” Angelina B Galang, dean of 
Miriam College's Environmental Studies In- 
stitute said in an interview. 

Australian firm Lafayette Mining Co 
which operates the Rapu-Rapu Polymetall 
Project, was responsible for two mine spills in 
October and November last year. 

Lafayette said the incidents were technical- 
ly not a spill because it had deliberately re- 
leased the waste water from its tailings 
ponds. Its dams could no longer hold the vol- 
ume due to the amount of rainwater that 
mixed with mine tailings. 


‘The waste water discharge caused cyanide 
contamination in the nearby creeks and has 
been blamed for the fish kill in Rapu-Rapu 

‘The DENR suspended the operation of 
Lafayette's gold processing plant and fined the firm 
P10.7 milion for violating the Clean Water Act. 

Lafayette, however, announced the other 
day that it was set to resume operations mid- 
April because it would have complied with the 
DENR requirements by then, But antimining 
groups said they would oppose the resumption 
of Lafayette's gold milling operations. 

But yesterday, Lafayette announced that its 
Rapu Rapu polymetallic project will only op- 
erate once it has completed all the required 
remedial measures and gets the go-signal 
from the government. 

Carlos G. Dominguez, company president 
and chair, said in a statement issued yesterday 
that he hoped its re-start would not be condi- 
tioned on the findings of an independent 
commission chaired by Bishop Arturo Bastes 
of Sorsogon. Rapu Rapu is in Albay. 

“The government should consider allowing 
us to re-start when we become fully compliant 
because the best way for the commission to 
find out if we really caused anything is to mon- 
itor us while we are operating," headed. ; 

‘That way, he said, the host communities + 
would start benefiting as well. The project is 
expected to generate directly and indirectly; 
hundreds of local jobs. It also expects toi 
spend at least P320 million per year for local * 
purchases, including groceries, fish, meat and 
other supplies. i 

The project is now in the process of com- 
pleting all remedial measures required to en- 
sure its systems and processes fully meet local 
and international standards for responsible 
mining operations. “Hopefully all other issues 
would not affect us,” he said. 


GMA lunches with taipans 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YESTER- 
day held a private lunch meeting at the Palace 
with the next generation taipans who have re- 
mained bullish on the country’s business 
prospects despite the prevailing politcal crisis. 
“We'd like to have a better political climate, 
but we can live with what is happening today,” 
said Jose B. Antonio special envoy to China 
and chair of the Philippine China Business 
Council (PCBC) which arranged the meeting. 
In a phone interview, Antonio said politics 


was not discussed during the luncheon meet- 
ing as both host and guests focused on busi- 
ness matters. 

Present during the lunch meeting were the 
sons of the taipans: Henry Sy Jt, Lance, 
Gokongwei and Alfred Ty; Joselito Campos of 
Unilab and Del Monte; Carlson Chan of snack 
maker Oishi; Willy Tan of Luen Thai Group, 
one of the country’s largest garments ex- 
porter; and Eduardo Delgado of Delbros. 

Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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Call him Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales 


From page At over to them the symbols oftheir whenever the Fopedecidestocall “Thank God Ihave bishopshelp- scheduled at 10 am. on April1 at mary task of cardinals, they are also 
Cowal sseconomic powerhouses. high office. The newly elevated an “extraordinary consistory” of ing me," he said. “We have clinics, the Manila Cathedral, called on to advise the Pope on gov- 
“| thank God because we are be- cardinals knelt before the Pope the gathering of ‘cardinals to ad- seminars, all kinds of things for the Benedict announced on Feb, 22 erning his 1.1 billion-strong flock. 
ing acknowledged in the whole for his blessing, and received a vise him on specific issues con- sake of our brother priests.” that he was naming the new cardi- On the eve of the consistory, 
world,” he said. “The Philippines red 2ucchetto, or skull cap, and fronting the ‘Church. The ordi- a nals, 12 of whom are under age 80 Benedict summoned the entire 
Was considered to be the only the three-cornered scarlet hat nary consistory happens when ‘Well-wishers and thuseligible to vote inaconclave, College of Cardinals, including its 
Catholiccountry in Asia, butitisnot called abiretta towearoverit. new cardinals are appointed. ‘After yesterday's ceremony, the Following yesterday's ceremony, newest members, for a daylong re- 
ay more, Now smaller counties Cardinals traditionally wear red Rosales, who is quietly active new cardinals were each assigned he ‘College of Cardinals rose to ato- treat and asked them to give him 
ay ao like Timorand Korea” toshow thatthey are ready toshed in poverty alleviation programs a room at the Vatican in which to talof 193, bringing the body that will advice on pressing issues such as 

=o ike To ae Koaeime in theirbloodin defense ofthe faith, in his vast diocese, is alsolikelyto recelvelines of diplomats and well; electthePopeto 120. Theyrepresent relations with Islam and reconcil- 
Fee oa ee ne Ae caming ‘The Pope wil wind up the con- receive more assignments at the wishers, one of the rare occasions thefistchosenofthe pstjohn aul ing, With at ultraconservative 
Aer cr vised onto the sistory today with a special Mass Curia, the Vatican bureaucracy, whenthe hallowed halls ofthe at- ler. Before trenew sppoinenes Sp whose bishops were excom- 
Steps of St Peters Basilica at the tobe concelebrated with the new “You enter into a special rela; ican are opened tothe public allbutone—Wiliam Baum of Wash- municated two decades ago. 
Tere to applause from a crowd cardinals at the St, Peter's Basili- tionship with the chief shepherd Filipino migrants, priests and tngron td beet! appointed by Le ie 
of thousands in the square below. ca, during which the new cardi- of the universal Church as a com- other members of the religious in Benedict's late predecessor. Church’s universality 
Soom was tight around the nals will get their rings of office panion, cooperator, assistant and Italy willbe given a chance to be n ‘The new cardinals, representing 
square, with uniformed and plain- and also be named titular head of counselor," he told reporters be- with Rosales tomorrow during a Europe has most cardinals 11 countries in five continents, re- 
clothes police ringingthearea, a church in Rome. fore leaving for Rome lastweek. thanksgiving Mass at the Santa Europe will still have the vast fect “the universality of the Church,” 

‘The Pope opened the colorful ‘The prelate is also active inen- Maria Maggiore ‘Church. majority of cardinals at 100, 60 of Benedict said when he announced 
ceremony, known as a consistory, Not easy vironmental concerns and the Before returning to Manila on whom are of voting age. Latin the nominations last month. 
Tccualg out each of the new Being cardinal cannot be easy formation ofthelocalclergy. ‘March 30, Rosales will have an Ameren Nest with 20 voting- “In fact, they come from every 
by reading out each of the NeW for Rosales who is 17 months He has been heading the audience with the Pope together age cardinals, followed by Norta part ofthe world and carry out di- 
‘atapplause afterhe pronounced away from reaching the canoni- ‘Catholic Bishops Conference ofthe with other Filipino bishops, Ameng, with 16. Asia has 13, verse duties in service to the peo- 
each one. cal retirement age of 75. Philippines’ Episcopal Commission priests and lay people. ‘Africa nine and Oceania two. ple of God,” the Pope said. AB 

He then proceeded to hand Cardinals are always on call on the Clergy for many years. A thanksgiving Mass has been While electinga pontiffisthepri- AFP and Christian V Esguerra 


Religious set 
guidelines 
for victims 
of repression 


From page Al 


closed-door meeting at Xavier University 
more than two weeks ago. 

‘Titled “Guidelines for an AMRSP Common 
Response to Present Situation,” the document 
explicitly throws the group's support behind 
victims of repression under the present ad- 
ministration. 


Concern for victims 

“Our spontaneous concern goes to those 
who bear the weight of this repression; 
those who have been intimidated, whose 
rights have been trampled upon, those who 


out of fear become victims of harassment, i 
violence, arrest and detention for no reason 
atall. | a 

As always those who suffer most are the de- = 
sterols te ADVENTURE TEAM 
lines. 


In the guidelines, the AMRSP described 
as “repressive measures” the calibrated pre- 
emptive response policy against anti-Ar- 
toyo protests, Executive Order No. 464 and 
Presidential Proclamation No. 1017, saying 
they “have caused confusion, fear and un- 
rest.” 

“We cannot watch with indifference the un- 
folding of the events reminiscent of the mar- 
tial law days,” it said. 


Chilling atmosphere 

“The chilling atmosphere has crept within 
the cloistered walls. We find ourselves shar- 
ing the confusion of our people faced with 
continuing threats to freedom, situations of 
fear and violence and the contradictory pro- 
nouncement of the government that all is 
well.” 

The document instructs possible victims of 
“invitation, harassment, stalking, arrest, de- 
tention, (and) violation of human rights” by 
the Philippine National Police and the Armed 
Forces to report to the Task Force Detainees of 
the Philippines. 


Phone nos. of | I lawyers 

It also contains the contact numbers of 11 
lawyers and law offices available to receive 
similar complaints. Among them are the Ate- 
neo Human Rights Center, University of the 
Philippines Institute of Human Rights, Free 
Legal Assistance Group and the Sanidad Law 
Office. 

‘The numbers of five stations of the Cen- 
tral Police District, including the Camp 
Caringal Headquarters, were also included, 
ostensibly to allow religious superiors to 
easily get in touch with the PNP in case of 
complaints. 


Overcome fear 


‘The AMRSP urged its members to “over- 
come fear,” noting that “a repressive regime 


thrives on fear (s0) let us not allow ourselves APPLY NOW! 


to be intimidated.” 
“aware of our rights, we cannot be 


cowed by anyone, No proclamation—legal CALL 895-9999 METRO MANILA 


illegal—can take ‘ights,” 

E aN DS E 41-B00-10-895-9999 PROVINCIAL 
“(Let us) be informed about the present sit- i 

uation, Analyze them in the light of the Word for details. 

of God and human solidarity and from the 

point of view of the poor and those who are 

victimized.” 


Look for creative ways 
The group also urged members of the re ‘é 
gious to “search for creative ways to assert, ` 
E a ee overnmen arning: 
andto speak up and to freely take our respon- 
sibilities as citizens.” ~ i k 
‘One way to do this was to put up a “data 
e oto igarette smoking is dangerous 
to “facilitate acquisition, transmission and 
sharing of reliable information on the situa- 
tion.” 
a E to vour health 
bers and from our mission partners with cred- 
ible and direct sources of information,” it 
said. 
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» a STBP's 10-year mission to halve TB prevalence 
+ $ and deaths worldwide by 2015, called the 2nd 
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Global Plan to Stop TB, during cere- 
‘monies to mark the 6th World TB Day 
at the Philippine International Con- 
vention Center yesterday. 


Control program 

The drop in TB cases among Fil- 
ipinos was mainly attributed to the 
“DOTS” strategy, a mode of treatment 
adopted in 1996 by the Department 
of Health’s National TB Control Pro- 
gram. DOTS stands for Directly Ob- 
served Treatment Short Course. 

“Case detection and DOTS cover- 
age (of detected cases) has improved 
and this makes the Philippines one of 
the most successful national TB con- 
trol programs in the world, [It] has 
made quite a substantial progress in 
the last few years,” Roscigno said. 

“And we are here today for the 
launch of the global plan because the 
Philippine program is a success that 
needs tobe sustained,” said Roscigno, 


who also chairs the STBP working 
group on new diagnostics, 

Roscigno, who has devoted the last 25 
years working on TB eradication, is also 
the chief executive officer of FIND (Foun- 
dation for Innovative New Diagnostics), 
a non-profit, public-private partnership 
focusing on poverty-related diseases. 

Dr. Thelma Tupasi, who chairs the 
STBP’s working group on drug-resistant 
tuberculosis, said the DOTS was being 
extended to only 2 percent of known TB 
cases nationwide when it was intro- 
duced locally in 1996. By 2002, its cover- 
age had reached 100 percent under the 
National TB Control Program, he said, 

From 1996 to 2005, the DOH pro- 
vided patients with P139 million 
worth of TB drugs, according to pro- 
gram manager Dr. Rosalind Vianzon. 

Prior to DOTS, which is a six- 
month regimen, the established treat- 
ment for TB lasted one-and-a-half 
years, Tupasi explained. 


Each year around the world, 9 mil- 
lion people develop TB while 2 mil- 
lion die of it, Roscigno said. 

The 2nd Global Plan to Stop TB 
(2006-2015) is in line with the Unit- 
ed Nation's Millennium Development 
Goals. The first plan was implement- 
ed from 2001 to 2005, 

Its main targets include saving the 
lives of 14 million TB sufferers and 
treating 50 million of them by 2015; 
introducing new, age-specific drugs 
by 2010; and developing a new, af- 
fordable vaccine by 2015. 

‘The plan requires some $56 billion, 
but Roscigno said governments were 
already allotting a total of $25 billion 
for their respective anti-TB programs, 
thus leaving a $31-billion “gap” for 
the donor community to fill. 

Health Secretary Francisco Duque I, 
who launched the government's coun- 
terpart campaign to the Global Plan at 
the Quezon Memorial Circle yesterday, 


Sama-sama tayo tungo sa 
pag-asenso. Mag-NEGOSYO! 


> ’Mrs. Lara Villafuerte 
* President 
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Philippine 
Center for 
Entrepreneurship 


Para sa inyong mga tanong, tumawag lamang sa Philippine Conter for Entrepreneurship sa mga numerong 637-9347, 
631-9229, 813-2612, 813-2617 0 3a 0921-820-0484, 0920-960-7636 o mag-emall sa gonegosyoByahoo.com, 


GO NEGOSYO 


sa Philippine Army Gym, Lawton Avenue corner Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio 
sa March 31 at April 1, 2006 mula 9 am hanggang 6 pm. 
Inaanyayahan namin ang mga maybahay o sino man na nais umangat ang kalidad ng buhay sa pamamagitan ng pagpasok sa negosyo na 
kakataong makilala, makausap at makapagtanong sa ilang mga successful 
Dito rin kayo makakakuha ng maraming business ideas upang makapag- 
fo sa maliit na business, uunlad din ito. Patunay na kapag may tiyaga ay may nilaga. 
Lray at kanyang asawa na si Lara. Kaya huwag 
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‘RP making ‘substantial progress’ in war vs TB 


said TB remains “among our top killers.” 

While TB has largely been kept at bay in the 
developed world, it continues to kill 75 Filipinos 
everyday, or more than 27,000 people yearly. 

Half of all TB cases worldwide come from 
the Philippines and five other countries in 
Asia, according to Duque. 

Despite a rigorous effort to contain the disease 
through the national TB program, Duque said 
‘many poor people, among them women and chil- 
dren, continue to be victimized by the disease. 


10% are children 

He noted that about 10 percent of those who 
die from the disease every day were children. 

But he said the Philippines has taken great 
strides in the global effort in containing the 
disease. 

‘Among 22 countries with the highest rates 
of the disease, the Philippines was the only 
‘one to surpass the 70-percent target rate for 
case detection by 2 percent. 

But the country’s cure rate still stands at 81 
percent, against the target rate of 85 percent. 

Duque yesterday signed a memorandum of 
understanding with other stakeholders in the 
national campaign against tuberculosis to 
“accelerate the development of new anti-TB 
drugs and diagnostics in the country.” 

Signatories include the Department of Sci- 
ence and Technology, Global Alliance for TB 
Drug Development, Foundation for Innova- 
tive New Diagnostics and the Philippine 
Coalition Against Tuberculosis. 
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Saturday, March 25, 2006 
‘Annunciation of the Lord 

Ast Reading: 15 7:10-14 

2nd Reading: Heb 10:4-10 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 


In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth. 
He was sent to a young virgin who was be- 
trothed to a man named Joseph, of the family of 
David; and the virgin's name was Mary 

“The angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, 
full of grace, the Lord is with you.” Mary was 
troubled at these words, wondering what this 
greeting could mean, 

But the angel said, “Do not fear, Mary, for 
God has looked kindly on you. You shall con- 
ceive and bear son and you shall call him Je- 
sus.” He will be great and shall rightly be 
called Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the kingdom of David, his an- 
cestor; he will rule over the people of Jacob 
forever and his reign shall have no end.” 

‘Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be 


fous 


ift am a virgin?” And the angel said to hes “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, 
the holy child to be bom shall be called Son of 
God. Even your relative Elizabeth is expecting a 
son in her old age, although she was unable to 
have a child, and she is now in her sixth month. 
With God nothing is impossible” 

Then Mary said, “Lam the handmaid of the 
Lord, let it be done to me as you have said.” 
And the angel left her. 

‘Commentary 

In the midst of Lent we remember the reality 
of the Incarnation the coming of the Word of 
God to humankind and to Mary. Our God is 
made flesh; our God is Word made flesh 
dwelling among us. As we walk the way of the 
cross, all the way to death and resurrection’s 
glory, we walk with God, human with us. We 
follow our human merciful God in Jesus. As 
‘Mary conceived the Word in her womb by the 
power of the Holy Spirit when the Most High 
‘overshadowed her, so we read daily the Word of 
God so that the Most High might overshadow 
us and bring forth God in our flesh by the power 
of the Spirit. Then during the Paschal mystery 
we too will die and rise with the Word made 
flesh among us. We must remember, 


SUPREME COURT 
DOCTRINES 


REMEDIAL LAW (CIVIL PROCE- 
DURE)—Consolidation of actions—Con- 
solidation of actions is expressly autho- 
rized under Section 1, Rule 31 of the 
1997 Rules of Civil Procedure. A court 
may order several actions pending before 
it to be tried together where they arise 
from the same act, event or transaction, 
involve the same or like issues, and de- 
pend largely or substantially on the same 
evidence, provided that the court has ju- 
risdiction over the cases to be consolidat- 
ed and that a joint trial will not give one 
party an undue advantage or prejudice 
the substantial rights of any of the par- 
ties. The obvious purpose of the rule al- 
lowing consolidation is to avoid multi- 
plicity of suits to guard against oppres- 
sion or abuse, to prevent delays, to clear 
congested dockets, to simplify the work 
of the trial court; in short the attainment 
of justice with the least expense and vex- 
ation to the parties litigants, Consolida- 
tion of actions is addressed to the sound 
discretion of the court and its action in 
consolidating will not be disturbed in the 
absence of manifest abuse of discretion. 
Consolidation should be denied when 
prejudice would result to any of the par- 
ties or would cause complications, delay, 
cut off, or restrict the rights of a party. 
(Citations omitted.) (Justice Austria- 
Martinez, Second Division, Teston v. De- 
velopment Bank of the Philippines, G. R. 
No, 144374, November 11, 2005) 
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At it again, Gonzalez lashes out at Subic rape victim’s ma 


By Armand N. Nocum 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GON- 
zalezis atit again, hitting out with 
his trademark impolitic remarks 
against women. 

‘After the mother ofthe Subic rape 
complainant cried her heart out on 
television over reports that the De- 
partment of Justice was planning to 
Gop the rape case against three of 
the four accused United States 
Marines, Gonzalez remarked: “Is she 
aspiring to bea movie star?” 

“am never influenced by the emo- 
tional outburst of people who don't 
Jnow the law" Gonzalez said in re- 
action to the mother’s televised plea 
to him, asking the justice secretary 
whether he did not also have a 
mother and daughter to act so coldly 
against her 22-year-old daughter 

‘Gonzalez yesterday denied reports 
that a DOJ panel tasked to review the 
Subic case had recommended the 
‘dropping of the case against three of 
the accused - Marine Ssgt. Chad Car- 
pentier and Lance Corporals Keith 
Silkwood and Dominic Duplantis. 

He said he was still evaluating 
the report and would make the fi- 
nal recommendation next week. 

He said he was planning to 
“downgrade” the rape case 
against the three from “principal” 
to “accessory” or “accomplice.” 

But he said Lance Cpl. Daniel 
‘Smith would remain as the prin- 
cipal accused in the case. 


GONZALEZ 


“What I'm studying is not to 
drop butto find out what's the ex- 
tent of the participation [of the 
three soldiers} which would 
make them indictable,” he said. 

Gonzalez said it was hard to 
prove that the three conspired 
with Smith to rape the woman. 

“Under our law you have to 
prove conspiracy .. beyond reason- 
able doubt. Conspiracy is not pre- 
sumed, you must establish conspir- 
acy as establishing the crime itself 
which must be proven beyond rea- 
sonable doubt,” he explained. 

“The justice secretary said this was 
something the mother of the alleged 
rape victim should understand. 

“If you downgrade because 
that’s what the evidence says, 


whether she's the grandmother of 
the grandmother 1 don't care. I 
speak on the basis of the evi- 
dence. She should understand 
that conspiracy must be proven 
like the crime itself.” he said. 

He said the Supreme Court has 
ruled that mere presence at a 
crime scene does not constitute 
conspiracy. 

“You have to consider the way 
these people [Carpenties, Silk- 
wood and Duplantis] acted during 
the rape itself. They don't know 
what conspiracy is and yet they go 
onyakking and yakking,” he said. 


TAGAYTAȚ 


EXECUTIVE VILLAGE 

ke A minute drive to ROTUNDA / 
at the back of McDONALDS 
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Gonzalez has come under at- 
tack from women's groups for 
telling former President Cory 
Aquino to first mind her daugh- 
ter, Kris, after Aquino called for 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
resignation. Aquino's controver- 
sial youngest daughter is known 
for her romantic misalliances. 

He also caused an outar for stating 
that he would not order the arrest of 
actress Susan Roces, the widow of the 
Tate presidental candidate Femando 
Poe J, for her verbal attack on the Ar- 
Toyo administration, saying she was 
“too beautiful” to be jailed. 


NE 


cs í : aie 
P 12,338 in 
‘as CROC Rl Blot Lede Sard Honor Rl a tn Mainit) 


812-2222 » 243-6565 + 818-8888 + 241-1894 
(0819) 310-8553 www. cityland.net 


TA SURES FT 
Own a tot for as Low da 


NO DOWN PAYMENT SCHEME also aalbie 


fh 
CAND 


OPIERS en. 


Rieti Canon. Olivetti Savin | |The 
Also Available : LIQUID COPIERS — 


Hol 


Pee Ss 


BEST FOROUSMESS are SUES MULE FOA MOST COED BAUS 


Av: 
[Cebu{032)3465498 


TEN] 


4hp-P16,500 
{1 5hp-P18,500, 2hp-P25,000, 2.Shp-P30,000 


Floor Mounted 
3hp-P39,500 Shp-P55,000 


fiston- 
Free Instotaion a 


ible@MC Fort, 


Incredible price with 


TFT LCD MONITOR 


~ Any size of TFT LCD Monitors & TV 
© Made in Taiwan, Brand New 
e Made by itself, sell @ a Low Pr 
7 All parts for Sale 
+TV Tuner, tums your 
monitor into TV 
#1 Year Guarantee 
2nd hand LCD 
Monitors (Sale Cheap) 
17" Minor Fault 8.200 Only, 
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Blessing is officiated by 


His Excellency, Most Rev. Paciano B. Aniceto, D.D. 


Archbishop of San Fernando 


D THE UNIVERSITY OF MANILA 


548 DR. MARIANO V. DE LOS SANTOS SR. STREET 
SAMPALOC, MANILA 


988008 + 7385094 
Fax #7355000 + 339-0150 
Website: worwuniemaneduph E-Mallt umGuelvman.edi.h 


SUMMER 2006 ENROLLMENT OPEN 
Classes Starts: April 03, 2006 


+ Doctor of Education 

+ Doctor of Public Administration 

+ Master of Law 

+ Master of Public Ad: istration 

+ Master of Business Administration 

+ MA in Education Major in: Admir 
Supervision, Guidance & Counseling 

+ MA in Political Science 

+ MA in History 


UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS: 

+ Bachelor of Laws 

~ Bachelor of Science in Accountancy 

+ Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
Major in: Banking & Finance, Economics 
Management, Marketing 

+ Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 

+ Bachelor of Industrial Engineering 

+ Bachelor of Science in Criminology 
Major in: Criminal Justice System Administration, 
Security and Safety Management, Police 
Administration, Correction and Jail Management 

+ Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service 

= Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

+ Bachelor of Science in Hotel & 
Restaurant Management 

+ Bachelor of Arts Major in: Japanology, Political 
Science, History, Economics. 
Public Administration, English 

= Bachelor of Science in Education 
Major in: English, Pilipino, Mathematics, 
Science, History, Guidance & Counseling, 
‘Computer Science, Library Science 

+ Bachelor of Elementary Education 


SHORT TERM PROGRAMS: 
+ Associate in Computer Technology (2 years) 
+ 2 year Hotel & Restaurant Management 
+ 2year Computer Secretarial 


UM 


SINCE 1013 


HIGH SCHOOL 
REVIEW COURSES: 
REGULAR / ADVANCED PRE-BAR REVIEW 
CPA BOARD REVIEW 
CRIMINOLOGY BOARD REVIEW 
CIVIL ENGINEERING REFRESHER COURSE 
TEACHER'S BOARD REVIEW (LET) 


College of Sciences, Guagua Campus l 
+ -(Olongapo-Gapen Road, San Matias, Guagua, Pampanga) #::: 
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Palace: To kill GMA at PMA real threat 


From page Al ‘The President, he said, had al- Aquino was supposed to deliver a 
rebel soldiers to kill the President ready been briefed about this and speech. 

and key Cabinet members either ¢ i Fs had “accepted this kind of Four people were killed and 47 
during the PMA alumni home- i] s threat.” others were wounded in the ex- 
coming or during the graduation | i ‘The latest report Defensor got, plosion which Aquino said was 
Geremonies. . j although unofficial, was just last meant for her, The graduation 

Ms Arroyo did not attend the “ s i week. rites pushed through under heavy 
alumni homecoming last Feb. 18. “The present information that security. 

“There's no specific threat, but we have is from the rightist “We're preparing for a bomb 
we're not taking any chances. We threat,” he said. He said the au- attack similar to the one in 1987,” 
have to remain vigilant,” Kison thorities did not know exactly said an official privy to the securi- 
told reporters. who among those in the Right ty preparations. 

Ms Arroyo will award medals was going to carry out the threat. About 1,000 troops including 
and diplomas to each of the 324 those from the Army's Special 
graduating cadets from the PMA Beyond normal Forces Regiment and highly 
Mandala Class of 2006. The en- “But the threat is there,” he trained -counterterrorist unit 
tire military top brass and top 5 added. Light Reaction Company have 
government officials are expect- “The intensity of the threat or been deployed to secure the PMA 
ed to attend today’s event. the level of the threat, we can say compound in Baguio City. 

this is beyond normal,” he also 
Enough forces said. No Scout Ranger 

“We have enough forces to se- { Buthe said thatMs Arroyowas No troops from the Army's elite 
cure the PMA graduation, the not about to stay put in Mala- fighting unit First Scout Rangers 
President, her Cabinet secre- cañang. Regiment, whose commander, 
taries, and all the VIPs,” Northern ‘Asked whether Ms Arroyo's se- Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, and a 
Luzon Command chief Lt. Gen. curity would be doubled, Defen- number of officers were implicat- 
Romeo Tolentino said. a] sor said what was being done was ed in the Feb. 24 plot, were de- 

“We went on red alert because j more of “heightening efforts” to ployed to secure the President's 
there might be a spillover. What's à DS gather intelligence reports. visit to PMA this year. 
the’ use of attacking the PMA “With assassinations, it takes The route of Ms Arroyo's con- 
when you can't get Metro Mani- ing voy leading to the grandstand 
1a? We cannot take that risk,” said à q guards,” he said. will be entirely cleared of vehicles 
National Capital Region Com- 4 PMA Superintendent Brig. while protesters would be 
mand spokesperson Capt. Ramon i Gen. Leopoldo Maligalig played blocked before they could reach 
Zagala. i down reports of a possible bomb Baguio City. 

* He said if no untoward inci- I, r threat at Fort Del Pilar. To limit opportunities for any 
dent happened on Saturday, - “There's no specific threat but attacks, “the President's stay 
NCRCom chief Lt. Gen. Alan Ca- BR ; we're taking all precautions. We side the PMA] will be very brief,” 
balquinto would recommend to hope nothing untoward happens said the official. 
higher headquarters the down- butwedon't knowhow desperate A couple of choppers would be 
gfading of the red alert. i they {rebel soldiers] are,” Mali- put on: standby for emergency 

. galigsaid. evacuation. 

Threats accepted |” Officials in charge of security The police placed Metro Mani- 
` Presidential Chief of Staff | definitely do not want any repeti- la on heightened alert effective 
Michael Defensor said yesterday tion of the bomb explosion on Friday night. 

he did not want to unduly alarm March 18, 1987 that occurred at 

the public but the alleged plot to the PMA a few days before then PNP ready 

assassinate Ms Arroyo, possibly President Corazon Aquino was to _ “Its because of GMA visit to 

at PMA, was genuine. visit the Academy. Baguio for the graduation,” said 

* Defensor said the alleged plot Director Vidal Querol, chief ofthe 
had been turning up in various in- : | 1,000 troops National Capital Region Police 
télligence reports, whether from f i During the graduation re- Office. 
the police, the military or the LOYALTY backdrop says itall for graduating cadets today who go into a formation for a performance for hearsals, a bomb exploded at the “What is important is that we 
Bresidential Security Group, their loved ones and other guests on Friday. President Arroyo is the guest of honor and speaker at the roof of the PMA grandstand are ready,” he said. With a report 
since one totwomonths ago. graduating rites today. sre ion above the podium where Ms fromLuigeA. del Puerto 


, -- SILENT DRILL: Cadets belonging to the Mandala Class of 2006 who are graduating today in 
NO. 4 IN CLASS 2006, Cadet Ethelbert Aaron M. Kiunisala receives the Aguinaldo saber from Emiliana A. Suntay, the Fort del Pilar, Baguio City, during a dance number as pars oftheir silent drill performance for 
great granddaughter of Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, for whom the award is named. voorssosetanonionTHesnwwzoNsutew their parents, officers and other guests. A total of 324 cadets graduate today. UONRLLON 


Three sets of brothers among 324 graduates 


From page At ‘McCoy wrote there were only at dell and Harry Ares (1988); Mar- Leonardo Rabena (1978); about my wish to join the PMA,” to perfect it,” Michael said. 
and Cesar Cafiazares were born least 26 pairs of blood brothers tin and Moises Boquiren (1967); Leopoldo and Prudencio Regis Michael related. ‘Thermodynamics is a branch 
in 1983. who ended up as classmates be- Domingo and Romerico Car- (1951); Daniel and Nelito Tan He said they and the Sotero of physics dealing with tempera- 
Michael Gotong said the PMA tween 1940 to 1999. bonell (1980); Arnel and Arturo (1991); Jessie and Wenceslao brothers tied to help each other ture, pressure and volume that 
made sure the siblings within the Probably the oldest are Manuel Carolino (1977); Clifford Richard Tapawan (1986); and Allen and since: three of them studied togeth- PMA offers in the fourth year. 
academy do not fraternize as and Melchor Acosta who both and William George (1994); An- Teody Toribio (1990). er at the Benguet State University Michael never made a mistake in 
much as possible. graduated in 1940. gelito and Nicolas Coronel cu poor high schoolin La Trinidad. his recitations and quizzes in that 
“PMA does not allow even (1983); Cleo and Victor Erfe Sibling rivalry Not that Michael needed class. 
those with the same surnames to Record of brotherhood (1969); Christopher and Ramon ‘There are many reasons broth- coaching academically. He was, Like the elder Sotero, Michael 
stay in one company,” he said. Among the brothers who threw Estella (1984); Elmer and Roland ers join the PMA and sibling rival- after all, the only PMA cadet to will graduate magna cum laude. 
“They cannot even stay in one their shakos (feathered cap) to- Estilles (1984); Pedro and Felix ry is first and foremost. ever score perfect points in ‘Aside from the three pairs of 
room in the barracks.” gether at Borromeo Field were: Gonzales (1942); Emilio and In the Gotongs case, it was the physics. brothers, seven other members of 
But Michael said the brothers Johnny and Ruperto Andaya Benjamin Hulipas (1985); Edgar- younger Joseph Orland who en- 2 the graduating Mandala Class have 
see each other regularly and they (1963); Eric and Raul Vinoya do and Raul Leyritana (1972); tered the PMA first. Michael was Thermodynamics fathers who are PMA alumni. 
sometimes study together. (1987); Josefino and Manuel Marvin and Maurito Licudine then studying chemical engineer- “Jt was two weeks since thestart Among them is Cadet First 
In the book “Closer Than Cataluña (1977); Jaime and Ce- (1989); Renato and Zosimo Pare- ing at Saint Louis University of class when I realized I had not Class Ernest Carolina, whose fa- 
Brothers: Manhood at the Philip- sar Gopilan (1971); Ray and des (1971); Ignatius and Robert here. made a mistake in thermodynam- ther, Ernesto (Class 1970), is a 
pine Military Academy,” Alfred W. Ronaldo Roderos (1975); Wen- Patrimonio (1991); Oscar and “I negotiated with my mother ics, so itbecamea challenge forme former defense undersecretary. 


High court rules lying basis for annulment of marriage 


From page At Dante O. Tinga on March 10. ‘Antonio and Reyes first met the adopted child of her family. with Blackgold Recording Com- shy and conservative person. On 
"Yup, according toa recentruling The ruling, in effect, upheld a’ when he was 26 and she was 36.A Reyes told the truth about the pany (Blackgold). She invented the other hand, her persistent and, 
ar tameme Cou yingtyour 1995 decision by the lower court year later, they got married before boyis parentage when Antonio friends named Babes Santos and consan Iying to Antonio was ab 
spouse can be grounds to declare declaring the couple's marriage a minister of the Gospel at the lamed about it from other Via Marquez, who sent long let- normal or pathological and under- 
your marriage null and void. “null and void.” Manila City Hall. Subsequently, sources and after their marriage. ters to Antonio, saying that Reyes mined their relationship. 

‘The high court has annulled ‘The suit for annulment on the they had a church wedding at the Antonio said his wife also was their “No. 1 moneymaker” “Statistics never lie, but lovers 
the marriage of Leonilo Antonio basis of psychological incapacity Sta. Rosa de Lima Parish, Bagong claimed thata brother-in-law, Ed- and was worth about P2 million, often do, quipped a sage. This sad 
and Marie Ivonne Reyes for being was first filed by Antonio in 1993, Slog, Pasig City, on Dec. 6, 1990. win David, attempted to rape and i truth has unsettled many a love 
founded on “fantasy.” three years into his marriage with ` = Kill her when in fact, nosuchinci- Loverslie transformed into matrimony. Any 

"Indeed, a person unable to Reyes, who is 10 years his senior Persistent lying dent occurred. But during one of their quar- sort of deception between spouses, 
denant between fantasy and Antonio was granted an annul- In his complaint, Antonio He also accused his wife of mis- rels, Reyes was forced vo acta no matter the gravity is always dis- 
reality would similarly be unable ment by the Regional Trial Court, claimed Reyes persistently lied representing herself as a psychia- Antonio that she had written the quieting. Deceit to the depth and 
to comprehend the legal nature Reyes questioned the decision, el- . about herself, the people ‘around trist to her obstetrician, Dr. Consue- letters herself. breadth unveiled in the following 
mo eomp rehe bond, moch less its evated the case to the Court of hes, her occupation, income and lo Gardiner HesakdReyeseventokd TD support Antorio's penton pages dark and irrational asin the 
psychic meaning, and the corre- Appeals, which ruled inher favor. educational attainment. some of her friends that she gradu- Dr. Dante Herrera Abcede, a psy- modern noir tale, dims any trace of 
Poling obligations attached to Antoni, in tum, appealed othe He said his wife had concealed atedwithadegreein psychology, chioma, and Ot ‘Amulfo V. Lopez, certitude on the guilty spouse's ca- 
oe coe including parent. Supreme Cour, which overaimed”, the fact that she previously gave Antonio said his wife also a clinical psychologie, said that pabilty to fulfil the marital obliga- 
tha the cour said in a decision the CAs decision, declaring the cou, ` birth to an illegitimate son, and claimed to be a singer or a bass on tel rots Toye Cas Cee more,” the high court 
Paced” by Associate Justice plesmariage as"null and void» > “introduced the boy to Antonio as free-lance voice talent affiliated sentially a normal, introspective, said in its ruling. 
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Frompage Al 


“special audit” on the use of the Marcos 
funds for the Department of Agricul- 
ture’s Ginintuang Masaganang Ani 
(GMA) program showed overpricing in 
at least. four regions—tlocos, Western 
Visayas, Northem Mindanao and 
Davao. 

‘The P100 million is part of the P544 
million in Marcos funds that the admin- 
istration released weeks before the May 
2004 elections to buy seeds and fertiliz- 
er for the GMA hybrid rice program. 

Tt came from the P35-billion Marcos 
Swiss banks deposits that were recov- 
ered in late 2003. 

The COA also discovered that no 
public bidding was conducted, and that 
the majority of the purchases was made 
through "direct contracting” although 
the fertilizer could be “obtained from 
many sources,” he said. 

“The COA report showed the grossly 
overpriced purchase of fertilizer in at 
least four regions [by an] average of 
700 percent,” Drilon said in a state- 
ment, 

“The DA, through [its] regional field 
units (RFUs) and [local government 
units], paid P48 million for fertilizer 
worth only P6 million, or an overprice 
of P42 million,” he said. 

‘The P100 million was distributed to 
13 regions, but the Audit Observation 
Memorandum prepared by DA super- 
vising auditor Flerida Jimenez on Reb. 
23 showed overpricing in at least five 
regions. 

The fertilizer purchases—whether 
made by RFUs (in the locos and 
Davao), LGUs (in Western Visayas and 
Northern Mindanao), or nongovern- 
mental organizations (in Central 
Visayas and Northern Mindanao) were 
overpriced by a total of P42,431,400, 
the COA report said. 

“(They] purchased fertilizers from 
exclusive distributors when substitute 
products are available in the market at 
lesser prices,” it said, adding: 


ROCESS 


“A previous canvass of similar items 
from the same suppliers disclosed an 
excess cost of P42,431,400.” 


Padded costs 

In the Ilocos, the fertilizer was over- 
priced by P4.005 million. (The pur- 
chase price was P4.5 million, but a can- 
vass by the COA showed that it should 
have been only P495,000, the report 
said.) 

Im Davao, the overprice reached 
2.55 million. (Purchase price: P3 mil- 
lion; market price, according to COA 
canvass: only P450,000.) 

The overprice in the Western Visayas 
amounted to P2.760 million. (Purchase 
price: P3 million; market price, accord- 
ing to COA canvass: P240,000). 

In Northern Mindanao, the fertilizer 
was overpriced by P7.253 million. (Pur- 
chase price: P9 million; market price, 
according to COA canvass: 
P1,746,500) 

The COA also reported that three 
NGOs purchased fertilizer that was 
overpriced by a total of P25.59 million. 
(Total purchase price: P28.851 million; 
market price, according to COA can- 
vass: P3,256,850). 

In Northern Mindanao, the “validity 
of the delivery and distribution of fertil- 
izer could not be established” because of 
insufficient information, like the address 
of farmer-beneficiaries, the report said. 

The list provided contains only the 
names and the quantity of the fertilizer 
received, itsaid. + 


Delayed distribution 

‘The report also said the Davao-RFU'S 
distribution of foliar fertilizer worth P3 
million was not effectively monitored, 
“resulting in the delayed distribution of 
1,501 bottles for about 10 to 16 
months, while 2,249 bottles remained 
undistributed.” 

“The delayed distribution and the 
failure to distribute the remaining bot- 
tles of fertilizers deprived the farmers 
of benefits in time for the cropping sea- 
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COA confirms Marcos money... 


son. The undistributed bottles may be 
susceptible to loss or damage if not im- 
mediately disposed of,” the report said. 

Tt also said only 14.35 percent of the 
recipients of foliar fertilizer were agrar- 
ian reform beneficiaries (ARBs). 

‘The law requires that ARBs should 
comprise 80 percent of the recipients in 
agrarian reform programs funded by 
recovered Marcos funds. 

“Since the source of the funds em- 
anated from the Agrarian Reform Fund, 
itis understood that the intended recip- 
ients are [ARBs],” the report said. 

Tt noted, however, that the DA-Office 
of the Secretary “made no mention of 
specific activities to be undertaken uti- 
lizing” the funds in its memoranda of 
agreement with the RFUs for the fund 
transfers. 

“As a result of the failure of the 
DA-Osec to specifically mention the in- 
tended uses of the release, funds were 
treated as regular release{s] for the im- 
plementation of the banner program of 
the department, which is the GMA pro- 
gram,” the COA report said. 

It added that “almost all the funds 
were used to purchase fertilizers and 
other farm implements including 
shredders.” 


No clear basis 

‘Another Audit Observation Memo- 
randum prepared by the DA supervising 
auditor on Jan. 30 said there was “no 
clear basis for the distribution of the 
funds by region and by municipality” 

“Although the memoranda of agree- 
ments made no mention of the fund to 
be transferred to LGUs, the DA-RFUs 
downloaded [the money] to the LGUs 
within their regions...” the report said. 

‘The report also said that of the P100 
million, the RFUs had liquidated only 
P90,703,829.25. 

Tt said that the unliquidated amount 
stood at P8 million, and that around 
P1.2 million had not been released to 
the Caraga Autonomous Region. 

There were added “deficiencies,” 


The mighty Atom 
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based on Feb. 23 Audit Observation 
Memorandum. 

DA-Region IV paid P3 million for five 
fabricated shredders and other ma- 
chines through direct contracting and 
without patents as required by law, the 
COA report said. 

But two of the shredder chippers were 
overpriced by about P452,625. The other 
units were a shredder, a hammer- 
hill/shifter and a pelletizer, which were 
“donated by the Robison Homes Associa- 
tion Inc.” in Antipolo City, the report said. 

It said one of the shredder chippers 
was found in the farm of Rep. Victor 
Sumulong in Antipolo. It was over- 
priced by P303,680 (purchase price: 
P750,000; market price, according to 
COA canvass; P226,320). 


Request, purchase same date 

The report also said the five ma- 
chines were not included in the list of 
equipment provided in the GMA rice 
program as certified by its national co- 
ordinator, Frisco Malabanan. 

Tt noted that the resolution of the 
Bids and Awards Committee, the pur- 
chase request and the purchase order 
bore the same date of May 5, 2004. 

It said this was “irregular” because a 
purchase re 
fore the BAC resolution and the pur- 
chase order. 

The COA report also noted that the 
Municipal Agriculture Fishery Council 
chair of Libertad, Antique, charged 


farmers P100 per gallon of liquid fertil- } 


izer, “contrary to the intention of the 
program.” 

“Farm inputs and implements, as 
provided in the guidelines, should be 
given free to beneficiaries," it said. 

‘The report recommended further in- 
vestigation of the farm inputs purchas- 
es, “to determine the persons liable in 
the purchase of fertilizer and farm im- 
plements on the level of the RFUs, LGUs 
and NGOs and file legal action if war- 
ranted,” and of ‘the excess costs" of the 
shredders and other implements. 
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“Their pound of pork 


Wi ALMOST A QUARTER OF THE YEAR 


oN 
07. 


already gone, the House of Representatives final- P pS vk 
ly approved on second reading last Thursday the 

+ national government budget for 2006. House leaders lost 

no time in giving themselves a pat on the back, with 

: Speaker Jose de Venecia proudly declaring that, notwith- 

” standing their differences, the members of the House “of 

all colors and stripes summoned the po- 


Decisions, decisions 


WITH ALL DUE RESPECT TO THE SUPREME 
Court, I venture the suggestion that it follow 
the rule of first things first in the decision of the 


do so. If the last pleadings are finally filed, the 
justices will have no less than 24 months to 


“EDITORIAL litical will and courage” to pass the bud- 


get. 


* We don't know whether to laugh or cry over De Vene- 
cia’s attempt to solicit public approbation for what they 
shave done. The kindest thing that can be said about the 
House vote is that it is an improvement on last year’s fail- 
ure to pass the 2005 budget measure. When Congress 
failed to enact the appropriations measure, it abdicated 

. one of its key responsibilities which is to determine how 
much the national government will spend and on what. 
«It’s called the power of the purse, which the members of 
Congress are quick to assert for their convenience but 
which they have surrendered to the executi 
They surrendered it last year when they did not work on 
the budget measure, and they surrendered it again this 
~. time by adopting wholesale the spending bill proposed by 


President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


lower cost. 


But surely Salceda exaggerates. What Ms Arroyo has 
proposed is a spending bill that tops the trillion-peso 


‘What makes the surrender even more galling is that 
< they are not even ashamed to admit it. Albay Rep. Joey 
Salceda, chair of the committee on appropriations, 
the trillion-peso budget was approved by the House “as is, 

-' where is, as President Arroyo submitted, [down] to the 
' last comma, except for grammatical slips.” And it took 
them all of seven months to do the editing? And at a cost 
of how many hundred millions or billions of pesos? If 
"lapses in grammar—not in judgment—are now the only 
‘Jookout of congressmen when it comes to the budget, 
°° why don’t they just send the bill to the English depart- 
ment of any reputable university or a newspaper office? 
They can do a much better job and at an infinitely much 


cases now presumably clogging its dockets. 1 
refer particularly to the petitions against Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's Executive Order No. 
464 and Proclamation No. 1017 which have 
been hanging fire for quite a while now and 
causing the nation much anxiety and agita- 
tion, 

The challenge to EO No. 464 was filed as 
early as last October but it is still undecided 
now despite the adverse effect of the provoca- 
tive edict on the investigations being conduct- 
ed by Congress on several claimed anomalies 
in the executive department. Among these are 
the questionable contract with the Venable law 
firm and the disposition of the P728-million 
fertilizer fund allegedly for GMA's election 
campaign. 

‘The Senate held National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales in contempt for his refusal 
to identify the persons, suspected as aliens, 
who had paid the retainer consisting of mil- 
lions of pesos to the American lawyers who 
had agreed, among other odd undertakings, to 
work for financial aid from the US Congress for 
the revision of the Philippine Constitution. His 
detention was lifted when he was hospitalized 
for a supposed delicate heart condition, but he 
was soon back in the Cabinet attacking the 
‘Senate in the safety of EO No. 454, The Senate 
has not officially reacted and is apparently re- 
luctant to exercise its contempt powers again 
pending the decision of the Supreme Court on 
the controversial order. 

Undersecretary Jocelyn Bolante was sum- 
moned by the Senate for questioning about the 
release of the fertilizer fund, but he also sought 
sanctuary in EO No. 464 and has so far suc- 
ceeded in avoiding the legislative inquiry. He is 


CPINION 


now somewhere in the United States where he 
is reportedly attending to Rotary business in 
preference to his official duties in our own gov- 
ernment. Incidentally, is he receiving official 
pay, and travel allowances as well, while he is 
supposed to be a fugitive from the Senate in his 
private asylum abroad? 

Presidential Proclamation No. 1017 was is- 
sued on Feb. 25 and was immediately chal- 
Jenged before the Supreme Court as a de facto 
imposition of martial law without the strict 
safeguards embodied in Art. VII, Sec. 18 of the 
Constitution. The President withdrew the 
proclamation a week later, saying that the “ca- 
bal" against her had been suppressed but at the 
same time threatened to impose the ukase 
again in her discretion. In oral arguments 
heard last March 4, the government submitted 
that the issue had become moot and academic 
while the petitioners asked for a categorical 
judgment on the constitutionality of the 
protested measure. 

1 imagine that considering the length of the 
debate that lasted into the night, the members 
of the highest tribunal have been sufficiently 
enlightened about the merits of the case and 
should now be able to arrive at an informed de- 
cision. But it seems they are still deliberating 
on whether to anoint or annoy GMA. The latest 
report is that the parties have not yet submit- 
ted their required memoranda and that they 
have asked for the usual extensions of time to 


come to a decision as required (or permitted) 
by the Constitution. 

‘The same observations are made regarding 
the petitions against EO No. 464, on which oral 
arguments were heard only on Feb. 21, when 
the parties were also required to submit the 
usual memoranda and were given the exten- 
sions they requested to repeat their earlier al- 
ready belabored arguments. The two-year con- 
stitutional deadline will also give the justices 
sufficient time to exercise their juristic gifts to 
resolve the challenge to the right, if any, of the 
President of the Philippines to limit the power 
of legislative investigation. But I hope they will 
not use up all that period and make up their 
minds only in 2008. 

T believe the Supreme Court, and all lower 
courts that follow its example, can prevent the 
needless delay in their administration of jus- 
tice by—as the least of the necessary reme- 
dies—refusing to grant motions for more time 
to submit the required pleadings and to de- 
clare the laggards in default for their failure to 
do so. The reason why lawyers move indolent- 
ly on their cases is the leniency of the courts, 
including and especially the Supreme Court, in 
granting such motions, often automatically. 
‘That is why cases stagnate—nay, deteriorate 
‘and putrefy—to the prejudice of substantive 
and procedural due justice that, ironically, is 
the justification given for such inexcusable 
procrastination. 

The Supreme Court has tarried long 
enough in deciding the constitutional chal- 
lenge to President Arroyo's Executive Order 
No. 464 and Proclamation No. 1017. The peo- 
ple are still waiting for its long-pending ver- 
dict and for the justices to stand up and be 
counted, 


mark for the first time in history at P1.05 trillion. And un- 
less there has been a mass conversion to clean living in 
the House, congressmen are not likely to deliver all that 
money to Malacafiang neatly wrapped without exacting 
their pound of pork. 

Which was exactly what the House did. Majority Floor 
Leader Prospero Nograles said each congressman will 
now get P70 million as his priority development assis- 


Why people are not out on the streets 


FOR THE OPPOSITION MEMBERS WHO crow 
over the latest Pulse Asia survey—which 
shows 65 percent of Filipinos think that oust- 
ing President Macapagal-Arroyo is the best 


81 percent of Filipinos thought that these eight 
ouster scenarios were the Worst. 

Does this mean that Filipinos are fickle? 
Again, the answer is “No.” It merely shows that 


tance fund, instead of the P40 million he received last 
year. That will raise the pork barrel allocation for House 
members alone from last year’s P9.4 billion to P16.5 bil- 


lion this year. 


It’s a hefty price for giving Malacañang all it wants, but 
then it's the taxpayers who are paying. And the lawmak- 
ers believe they are entitled to it, after passing several 
revenue measures last year. “The executive branch will 
have billions in additional revenue due to EVAT and other 
new tax measures,” Nograles noted. “What will they do 


with all that money?” 


There were 2.8 million Filipinos looking for jobs in Jan- 
uary but who couldn't find employment. Almost one out 
of every five Filipinos complained that they had gone 
hungry at least once during the last quarter of last year, 
according to a Social Weather Stations survey. There are 
hundreds of thousands of young boys and girls who have 
either left school or who attend classes without books to 
read, The government is P3.89 trillion in debt—the main 
reason the Arroyo administration asked Congress to pass 
new tax measures. And the lawmaker whose main task is 
to rally the House majority behind the administration's 
legislative agenda asks what the government will do with 


the money? 


‘There are a million and one other problems that require 
them. There are 
many ways to put taxpayers’ money to productive use, 
and he cannot find them. But how can he when, like most 
if not all of his colleagues in the House, all he looks for are 
the slabs of pork in the budget that he can take to his dis- 


money to solve, but Nograles cannot see 


trict? 


| The government has hardly begun collecting the new 
! taxes, and already congressmen are dividing a substantial 
i! part of government income among themselves. But Mala- 
cafiang doesn't mind because it is getting the lion's share. 


thing that can happen to the country—take 
note: the same survey reveals that 81 percent 
of Filipinos think that ousting GMA is the worst 
thing that can happen to us. 

How is this? Does this imply that Filipinos 
can't make up their mind or/and that the sur- 
vey can't be relied upon? 

‘As mentioned in last week's column, the sur- 
vey respondents were asked which of 10 politi- 
cal scenarios, presented to them in a list, con- 
stituted the most beneficial—the one that 
would best serve the national interest. Multi- 
ple answers were not allowed. 

Five of the scenarios had to do with GMA's 
resignation and various possible aftermaths: 
(1) special presidential election; (2) VP De 
Castro taking over; (3) the VP resigning and 
the Senate president taking over until the 
holding of special elections; (4) a temporary 
group or “junta” taking over to prepare for 
elections to choose a new president or prime 
minister; and (5) the VP taking over temporar- 
ily while preparing for a new government un- 
der a new Constitution. 

‘Two of the scenarios had to do with coups 
after which: (6) the military and the police 
forces decide which group of politicians gov- 
em; and (7) the military and the police them- 
selves directly wield political power. 

‘One scenario had (8) a foreign government 
getting involved and installing in power its Fil- 
ipino allies. 

“The last two scenarios had to do with the Ar- 
royo administration staying in power (9) until 
it completes its mandate under the Constitu- 
tion; and (10) until the Constitution is 
changed and a parliamentary government 
takes over before 2010. 

The 65-percent figure (representing: those 
who believe that GMA's ouster is the best sce- 
nario) was obtained by adding up the respon- 
dents who chose any one of the first eight sce 
narios—resignation, coup, foreign interven- 


Solita Collas- 
Monsod 


tion. (Although the inclusion of foreign inter- 
vention as an oust-GMA scenario is puz- 
zling—isn't it possible that big brother might 
‘want to keep GMA?) 

Next, the respondents were presented with 
the same 10-scenario set, but this time they 
were asked to choose the scenario they consid- 
ered the worst, that is, the most inimical to the 
national interest. The percentage of respon- 
dents who chose one of the same first eight sce- 
narios added up to 81 percent, And this ex- 
plains our seemingly paradoxical findings— 
that 65 percent of Filipinos think ousting GMA 
is the best thing that can happen to the Philip- 
pines, while a greater majority (81 percent) 
think that ousting GMA is the worst thing that 
can happen to the country. 

Does this mean that the survey results are 
not to be relied on? The answer is “No.” There 
is nothing wrong with Pulse Asia's survey 
methodology—questions were pre-tested, it 
used a multi-stage probability sample with a 
3-percent margin of error either way on the 
national level at the 95 percent confidence 
level, Le. if 40 percent of the respondents 
think that coups are the worst possible sce- 
narios, that means that 95 percent of the time, 
the true percentage of respondents would lie 
between 37 percent and 43 percent. 

Ifthere is any beef on my part, it would be 
that (a) lumping together the results of the 
various ouster scenarios implies a homogene- 
ity to the responses that is not there—which is 
why one is confronted with seemingly para~ 
doxical results; and that (b) if Pulse Asin made 
the observation that 65, percent of Filipinos 
thought that the eight ouster scenarios were 
the best, it should have also pointed out that 


‘one man’s meat can be another man's poison. 
Fifty-nine percent of Filipinos may want her to 
resign, but they are divided as to the second 
part of the proposition—on the post-GMA sce- 
narios. One who thinks that resignation fol- 
lowed by special elections is ideal, may also 
think that resignation followed by a junta is the 
pits, Or, one who thinks that Ms Arroyo should 
resign may have a violent objection to her 
ouster by coup. 

Which is what the survey results show: 59 
percent of Filipinos think any of the five resig- 
nation scenarios is best, 4 percent think the 
two coup scenarios are best, and 2 percent 
think that foreign intervention is best—for a 
total of 65 percent. On the other hand, 29 per- 
cent of Filipinos think resignation is worst, 40 
percent think coups are worst, and 12 percent 
think that foreign intervention is worst—for a 
total of 81 percent, See why adding up the var- 
ious scenarios can be counterproductive? 

‘The survey results also provide an explana- 
tion to the question of Amando Doronila: 1f65 
percent of Filipinos want GMA out, why aren't 
they out on the streets? Because, first, they 
are hopelessly divided on what the post-GMA 
scenario should be (the average response for 
each scenario was less than 8 percent, with a 
high of 16 percent and a low of 1 percent, plus 
or minus the margin of error), and they may 
not want to go out unless the resignation af 
termath is their favored scenario. The second 
reason is that romancing the military as part 
of an ouster attempt is the kiss of death for 
popular support—while 19 percent of Fil 
ipinos think that Ms Arroyo's continuing in of 
fice is the pits, more than double (40 percent? 
think chat military coups carry that distine 
tion, 

Yet, leaders of the oust-Gloria movement 
make no secret of their courting the military 
and they are upset that people aren't rallying 


around them. Hellooo! 5 
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OPINION 
Formidable adversaries 


FORMER PRESIDENT ESTRADA, AS EXPECTED, 
was in a denial mode when he testified during his 
trial for plunder at the Sandiganbayan. But he is 
up against two formidable personalities. 

‘One is Chavit Singson. Recall that when he an- 
griy spied the beans on Esada in October 2000, 

is delivery was very spontaneous, One dark night 
in Pasay City, Singson’s car was blocked by goons 
who, he believed, had been sent to assassinate 
him. He then publicly accused Estrada of a litany 
of sins, among them his alleged links to jueteng 
and pocketing millions in “commission” from a 
provincial project. The people believed Singson 
hot only because of his spontaneity but also be- 
‘cause he was Estrada's bosom pal. 

Now comes Sen. Panfilo Lacson, Estrada's 
handpicked PNP chief, affirming the former 
president's links to jueteng. Lacson disclosed 
bn TV that Estrada once admitted to him that 
the money for the Muslim Youth Foundation 
‘came from jueteng. In the days when Estrada 
‘was shopping around for a PNP chief, Lacson, 
then his anti-crime czar, was quoted in news 
reports as saying that if he didn’t get that post, 
Estrada would be the first president to be 
jailed. The other day, Lacson disclosed that he 
Tefused to testify at Estrada’s trial because he 
felt he knew too much. His TV statement 
seems to jibe with that news story. 


‘The move to amend the Charter has indeed ac- 
quired a life of its own, now that local government 
officials are pushing for a “people's initiative.” Will 
ft be irreversible? I believe that some critics would 
try to stop it by all means, with the Supreme Court 
as their last resort, But there's no doubt that things 
‘are moving dynamically at the grassroots, tha 
tothe stubborn refusal of the senators to engage in 
an intelligent discussion on the merits of the par- 
iamentary/ unicameral set-up. The senators could 
end up isolated on this issue and looking very 
paranoid about their survival. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon’s chief of 
staff, Antonio Gallardo, wrote to “correct” an 


‘TOURISTS FROM THE PHILIPPINES HAVE BEEN 
wamed about bringing anything “fake” with 
them when they travel outside the country. The 
‘warnings are particularly directed at women who 
love shopping at any of our bargain meccas, 
where fake signature items abound, including 
handbags, scarves and, of course, DVDs: 

‘The moment customs agents in foreign coun- 
tries spot these fakes, we're told, not only will 
they confiscate the items; anyone in possession of 
them will be brought in for questioning. 

We might protest that we did nothing more 
heinous than succumb to sales pitches for imita- 
tions of genuine signature items that might other- 
wise cost several days’ meals for our families. But 
the law is quite clear on this: mere possession pre- 
sumes complicity with the pirates and profiteers. 
‘At the very least, the buyer is presumed to have 
known that what he or she has bought or possess- 
esis not the real thing. 

Former Comelec Commissioner Virgilio Garcil- 
ano is thus out of line when he protests that he 
should not be held accountable for the passport he 
presented to Congress, which was declared to be a 
fake—and not a very good fake at that—by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, which does security 
printing for the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
“GARCI” presented the passport to prove his 
contention that he had been in the Philippines 
the whole time the controversy over his taped 
conversations with, among others, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, was rocking the country. 
Legislators had maintained that the former 
elections commissioner had been spirited out 
ofthe country to avoid being questioned about 
the tapped phone conversations as well as his 
rolein the alleged “rigging” of poll results. The 
Singaporean government had also presented 
proof that Garcillano had entered the country 
in the time that he was missing. 

‘When he finally surfaced to supposedly “tell 
all” about his role in the controversy, Garell- 
lano blithely explained away his absence by 
declaring that he had just lain low and was in 
hiding because he feared for his life, This, even 
if, he averred that he had not talked at all with 


Latin America’s leftist 


EVER SINCE DENG XIAOPING'S REMARK THAT 
“ies not the color of the cat that maters, but 
whether it catches mice,” It has been clear that the 
old Cold War divisions of Left and Right, commu- 
nism and democracy, are obsolete. Indeed, the Chi- 
na that Deng began to build in 1978 is now commu- 
mis poliicaliy and capitalist economical, But he 
tendon) to apply old labels remains strong, stat 
every day we hear gross simplifications like the cur- 
Tent one that holds that Latin America Is now un- 
dergoing a powerful leftist wave. 

‘The basis for this idea is that the rise to power 
of Lula da Silva in Brazil, Hugo Chávez in 
Venezuela, Néstor Kirchner in Argentina, Tabaré 
Vásquez in Uruguay, and, most recently, Evo 
‘Morales in Bolivia and Michelle Bachelet in Chile 
shows a socialist trend, But are all of them old- 
Se lest Or do they pase old style pop 
ulism? Just what is happening in Latin America? 

To start, we can rule out Chile from the sup- 
posed leftist surge, for it is a country ruled by a 
Centrist coalition of Ricardo Lagos’ European- 
style socialists and the country’s historic Christian 
‘democrats, The fact that Bachelet comes from so- 
clalist roots does not change the nature of her 

jovernment, which will follow the parameters of 
fis predecessors, and will preside over the most 
open economy in the region, one integrated into 
the global market by free-trade agreements that 
extend from the United States to China. 

‘Neither can one argue that Brazil's government 
under Lula has not been characterized by modera- 
tion, following a more orthodox economic policy 
even than that of its predecessor, one based on fis- 
cal discipline, budget surpluses, and an anti-infla- 
tionary monetary policy. In contrast to old leftist 
slogans against repaying foreign debt, Lula’s gov- 
ernment has hurried to settle all of its Internation- 
al Monetary Fund obligations in advance, 

‘The rallying call against paying foreign debt, 
which was ubiquitous in Latin America in the 
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item here, which stated that 12 municipal 
mayors and six provincial board members of 
Hoilo, his home province, attended the Liberal 
Party gathering in Manila Hotel last March 2. 
Gallardo said that the truth is that 11 of them 
were Lakas members and not a single LP board 
member was there. He claimed that LP mayors 
from northern Hoilo—including Concepcion 
Mayor Raul Banias, who “refused to be used as 
‘prop’ in the farce”—walked out in protest 
against the oath-taking of the officers led by 
‘Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, 

Denials and counter-denials have been 
made in the media about that LP gathering in 
Manila, butit’s rather strange that Drilon’s fac- 
tion had to gather in Cavite, not Club Filipino, 
to reassert itself. Was it because Drilon’s fac- 
tion couldn't get enough people to come? 
Then, too, Atienza challenged Drilon to attend 
a nationwide gathering of LP party members 
to find out whom the rank and file really wants 
as president. Drilon’s answer was that he'd ac- 
cept the challenge provided President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo also submits to a snap election. 
Drilon seems to be fudging; it’s hard to see the 
relation between the two issues. 


pig 


‘The complaint of my sister-in-law, interior de- 
signer Sonia Santiago-Olivares, about the terrible 
state of the ladies’ room in the Tloilo City airport 
‘was picked up by the media there. It turned out 
that there have been previous complaints about it, 
notably from former Tourism Secretary Narzalina 
Lim. And I myself have personally seen the deteri- 
oration of restrooms in service stations all around 
Luzon (interestingly, is the independent oil com- 


AT LARGE 
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the President about “massaging” the results of 
the 2004 elections. 

OF COURSE, the authenticity or lack thereof of 
the passport he had volunteered as “evidence” is 
only a side-issue to the main matter under investi- 
gation, which is the result of the elections, now 
under a cloud of doubt. But the fake passport is 
already a sign that deception was involved, not 
just to skew the poll results but also to cover-up 
the entire operation, including to mislead 
Congress about Garci’s whereabouts, 

Is the fake passport a “strong indication (of) a 
conspiracy or cover-up,” as Rep. Gilbert Remulla 
contends? Or was it just a means employed to 
keep Congress off Garci’s back? 

‘This man has done enough damage to the com- 

mon welfare. Note that the alleged coup attempt 
that has led to our current crisis has been traced 
to restiveness within the military over the gener- 
als and high-ranking officers implicated in the 
Garci tapes, Only until Garci himself finally tells 
the whole truth will our nation rest easy. 
HERE'S the continuation of the list of the wom- 
en members of the Guinsaugon Women's 
Health Organization and of Abanse! Pinay, all 
of whom are believed to have perished in the 
landslide that buried their village over a 
month ago: 

‘Teresita Madaje, Fedela Bautista, Teresita 
Arbiol, Nenita Siega, Victorica Coquilla, Ana- 

Coquila, Nilia Alvero, Gena Delute, Expe- 
litha Celmar, Villanita Celmar, Nancy Punio, 
Manuela Garcia, Perlita Esclavosa, Mercedes 
Sumile, Lourdes Ichon, Letecla Auditor, Do- 
lores Boniza, Viola Sibunga, Merlie Binondo, 
Madel Casera. 
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1980s, was buried when the Argentinean govern- 
ment did the same thing, committing one-third of 
its reserves to pay in advance its debts to the IME 
Even Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz has ques 
tioned whether these countries! debt payment 
‘measures represent an exaggerated concession to 
neo-liberal orthodoxy. 

‘Uruguay's government, too, has not deviated 
from the basic tenets of the policies of the conser- 
vative government that preceded it, It maintains 
the country’s Improved relations with the IME 
and it has even approved an agreement with the 
United States to guarantee investments. 

Even Bolivia's government should not be re- 
garded as a reincarnation of the continent's old 
populism, Evo Morales’ rise to power was in 
Ua by historic discrimination against the in- 

ligenous majority, with the coca leaf as an em- 
blem of an ancestral grudge. 

‘Although Morales campaigned on a promise to 
nationalize mineral resources, this has not hap- 
pened yet, and, indeed, he now seems to be lean- 
{ng toward partnerships with big state-owned en- 

companies, in the manner of Venezuela's 
Pedevesa or Brazil's Petrobras, Morales might yet 
turn more radical, but, for now, he represents a 
deep, ethnically inspired demand for historic jus- 
tice, not a hard-Left ideology. 

‘None of these governments openly speaks of 
socialism, much less Marxism, There is no 
planned collectivist economy, foreign investment 


panies, not the Big Three players, that have more 
tolerable facilities). Now that many people will be 
traveling as domestic tourists this summer, Iwould 
urge Tourism Secretary Ace Durano to get a com- 
mitment from the oil companies to improve their 
restrooms. The drive to have clean restrooms 
should begin with the holding of seminars on how 
to clean them, In China, the tourism mins 
stiffly fines restaurants and shops caught wit 
dirty restrooms and occasionally exiles them to the 
Gobi desert, We should do likewise here. 

A felicitous occasion’ in Iloilo was the adop- 
tion last month of Fr. Pierre Tritz, the saintly 91- 
year-old French-born priest who has dedicated 
decades to serving Filipino street children, as 
an “honorary son of loll City” Pr Tritz found- 
ed Erda Foundation, which funds the schooling 
of children from very poor families. Erda cur- 
rently supports 32,700 poor students: 6,531 in 
258 pre-school classes, 17,740 in regular ele- 
mentary classes and '1,191 in high school, 
Among them are 4,000 students in Hloilo City, 
where Erda has a tie-up with 18 educational in- 
stitutions and NGOs, led by the University of 
Tloilo and University of San Agustin, the 
Knights of Columbus of Molo, and Mother But- 
ler Foundation, Mayor Jerry Trenas’ executive 
order adopting Fr, Tritz recognized the priest's 
“noble dream” of making the less fortunate 
children “mentally, socially, emotionally and 
spiritually healthy” and Erda’s contributions to 

loilo City in the past 20 years. 

‘The adoption ceremony in Iloilo City was at- 
tended by many of Erda’s poor scholars. Fr. 
Tritz later recalled to this columnist his joy 
when the students rushed to embrace him. “I 
was really moved to witness the happiness of 
those kids responding so well to Erda's efforts 
to give them a chance to get educated.” The 
priest believes that the only way to break the 
vicious cycle of poverty that has trapped many 
Filipino families is to provide training and ed- 
ucation to its young members, Help Fr, Tritz 
pursue that goal. Call him at 732-4327 and 
743-0382, or e-mail PierreTTritz@vasia.com 


Garci and other fakes 


Concordia Jarman, Cristituta White, Lucena 
Gramatico, Victoria Punio, Victoria Navos, 
Concepcion Mesa, Letecia Arbiol, Josephine 
Punio, Monena Caalem, Rotchel Caslib, Dina 
Cañon, Josephine Beltran, Diolita Egido, 
Casiana Lanic, Arceli Magallanes, Francisca Li- 
baton, Anaclita Aure, Brenda Bolasco, Jonabel 
Credo, Nenen Navos, Marlyn Libaton, Eva 
Reño-Terante, Marilyn Arcenas, Tarsicia Liba- 
ton and Marissa Ybañez. 

Here's a listing of other women who were 
declared missing, or were listed as survivors 
by the DILG but are actually still missing: 

Bernadith Garcia, Rufina Basco, Eridina 
Mercide, Servella Mondano, Asia Bolasco, 
Leonora Peligro, Ana Punio, Aurelia Vanzuela, 
Alecia Miravalles, Josima Batas, Sylveria 
Ybañez, Perlina Garcia, Lilia Garcia, Demetria 
Fuentes, Ledina Toyhacao, Marisa Siega, 
Roquel Bulagsac, Maylinda Garcia, Marites 
Bandibas, Leah Equeto. 

Anabel Garcia, Dina Bandibas, Elsa Pagodon, 
Melinda Maca, Editha Zamora, Elisa Naparuta, 
Gema Bulagsac, Elizabeth Gorme, Josephine Sa- 
bandal, Maria Greta Velasco, Gloria Navos, 
Cristina Sansol, Loreta Marquida, Elen Siega, Di- 
na Celmar, Elnoria Pilo, Sulficia Auditor, Julieta 
Gramatico, Pretcel Mendoza, Analyn Dimawala. 

Marlina Canillo, Cecilia Gramatico, Junky 
Arbiol, Benadith Bulagsac, Julita Duhiling, 
Serbelia Mundano, Marilinsy Camarenta, 
Marely Pilo, Morberta Dagasdas, Janeth Pagal, 
Charly, Cuarez, Glorina Alonzo, Arlene Velas- 
co, Ludivina Salvacion, Salina Sibay, Amelita 
Navos, Sara Siega, Ocencia Medilo, Emeliana 
Timkang, Vivian Relos. 

Sharon Bolasco, Gerlle Ybafiez, Arlene 
Ybañez, Janice Inso, Aireen Terante, Cristina 
Terante, Violeta Libutan, Analiza Magtupa, Jo- 
celyn Dizon, Alicia Miravalles, Alicia Terante, 
Rowena Redoloza and Ma, Grace Burdas. 

‘Thanks to Laureen Daclang Dumaguing of 
the Abanse! Pinay Southern Leyte chapter for 
the names of the women and for all her efforts 
to alleviate the suffering of the survivors, es- 
pecially the children orphaned in the disaster, 
‘More on them in future columns. 


mirage 


{s stil sought, and, in general, the rules of liberal 
democracy still apply. Leaders may still think that 
“another world is possible,” but, while they use 
anti-globalization rhetoric, they pursue serious 
economic policies, even if more out of resignation 
than conviction. 

What all this means is that Latin America is not 
shifting Left, but settling in the center, Even tradi- 
tionally es parties like Bris Partido dos Tra; 
balhadores or Uruguay's Frente Amplio have 
abandoned old Marxist ideals, Naturally, they de- 
clare friendship with Fidel Castro and seek his 
embrace to prevent old comrades from accusing 
them of betraying thelr legacy But they go no fur 
ther: Castro is fine for photo opportunities, but 
not for policy advice. 

Venezuela's Chávez is another story. No doubt, 
his regime revels in all the historic forms of pop- 
ulism: messianic leadership, anti-American 
rhetoric, disregard for constitutional forms, 
drunken spending, and state-orchestrated popu- 
Jar mobilization to fil squares and jeer at sup- 
posed enemies, Chávez is riding a wave of high 
Dil prices and is determined, with torrential ver- 
bosity to exercise some sort of continental dema- 
gogic leadership, But, while Chévez-style pop- 
lism appears to have made some headway in Pe- 
ru, itis far from succeeding, 

‘tn Colombia, everything indicates that Alvaro 
Uribe, erroneously labeled a rightist because of 
his fight against his country’s guerrillas, will be 
re-elected, Oscar Arias is winning in Costa Rica, 
In Mexico, the presidency is up for grabs. 

‘Yn the meantime, Latin America’s economies 
will continue to benefit from the world boom in 
commodity markets, elections will remain nor- 
mal and life will go on in the political middle of 
the road. Project Syndicate 


Julio Marfa Sanguinetti is a former president of 
Uruguay. 


Weeping for the living 


IN THE ATENEO ART GALLERY, THERE 1S ONE PAINTING 
that I will never forget. It is entitled “Children Begging For 
Food” by Kathe Kollwitz. It’s a simple work, very rough and 
done only in charcoal. It shows three very small, hungry chil- 
dren, arms extended and holding empty bowls, much like 
that famous scene in the movie “Oliver Twist” where the title 
character says, “Please sir, [want some more.” 

‘What's most striking about the painting is the expression 
on the children's 
faces. It reminds me 
of fish that die out of 
the water with wide, 
unseeing eyes and 
parched, parted lips. 
The soul-lessness in 
their faces is fright- 
ening, a feeling that 
was heightened 
when I read that the 
artist was influenced 
bywhat she had seen in poverty-stricken neighborhoods and 
concentration camps during World War Il 

Iremembered the painting when I heard the stories being 
told by ABS-CBN insiders about the “Wowowee” stampede in 
the PhilSports Arena last Feb. 4, The accounts I heard were 
‘enough to make anyone weep—but more for the living than 
forthe dead. 

Twas told that near the entrance to the PhilSports Arena, 
as many as five dead bodies were already stacked one on top 
of the other, but some people still clambered over them in an 
‘attempt to get in. And even as the police were carrying the 
bodies away, some people were still asking if they could 
please have the dead's tickets. It was also said that when rel- 
atives of some of the victims got money, they immediately di- 
vided it among themselves. k 

T don't know what it’ like to be so poor that one would 
fight tooth and nail for the opportunity to win a few thou- 
sand pesos. But are our people really so desperate that they 
can't think beyond what they're going to eat for the day? 
Have we really sunk so low? 

But low is a relative term, and these people live much dif- 
ferent lives from mine. How do I know I wouldn't do the 
‘same thing if I were in their place? I've never had to struggle 
to keep body and soul together. I don’t know what acts I am 
capable of committing until 1 experience what it’s like to 
starve, One never knows the depths of depravity one can sink 
into until he has to fight for survival. 

‘So how can we go any higher if our people have nothing in 
their stomachs? How can we strive for a higher culture if we 
can't even satisfy basic needs? We are so poor in many 
ways— materially, culturally, morally. 

T have the same confession to make as many people I 
know: I shun the poor out in the street, often unconsciously. 
When I pass by them, I find myself trying not to look them in 
the eye. When they come up to me and beg for money, I wish 
they would go away. 

Why? Because such encounters bring me face to face with 
the same, old, tormenting dilemma: Should I give this guy 
money or not? Wouldn't giving him money only make him 
dependent on others and make the problem worse? But then 
again, doesn't he need this money more than I do? It's a bat- 
tle between mind and conscience. And as I struggle to make 
a decision, the beggar becomes more insistent, making me 
slightly nervous. ous 

‘Sometimes conscience wins out and 1 give him change, 
but maybe i's really just to shut him up. Sometimes my brain 
wins and I politely tell him to go away. Either way, end up 
with a heavy, uncomfortable feeling that I can't quite place. 
But since I'm in a hurry, I just brush the bad feeling aside. It's 
not your problem anyway, says my brain. 

‘Want to know what that feeling is? It’s guilt and anger. It's 
the same collective guilt that privileged people in this.coun- 
try share, the ones who have shelter, food to eat, a promising 
future and money to spare for new clothes, nights-out and 
vacations, The guilt is always there telling you: “You're well- 
off, and they're not. You went to a good school, and they will 
never be able to afford it. You're living in this house, using 
the Internet on your fancy computer, while outside, your 
neighbor worries what her kids are going to eat today and 
the next few days.” Ies the kind of guilt that reminds us al- 
‘ways that we could have been born in their place. 

‘We're angry with ourselves for allowing this to continue 
day after day, mainly because we feel so powerless and be- 
cause we don't know what we can do to change things, We're 
angry with ourselves because we know we use apathy to 
‘shield ourselves from the distress we'd otherwise experience 
from seeing these people suffer. 

‘wish I could propose some grand solution to this prob- 
Jem, but I don't have one, I'm no hero. Just like everyone 
else, I wish I didn't feel so damn helpless. 

Sure, we can complain about our President, or join NGOs 
and charities that cater to the needy, But we know that this 
isn't all about the President, and it isn't Just about how much 
food and money we can give away. This is about poverty that 
seems to have penetrated the material aspect and entered 
our souls, This is about all of us, i 

After the "Wowowee" incident, we find ourselves search 
ing for answers, trying to see what we have become as a peo- 
ple more clearly. We are all outraged, shocked, disappointed, 
trying to make sense of the tragedy. No matter how angry 
you may be, and whether you find answers or not, please do 
not commit the single biggest sin you can make against our 
country, which is losing hope, 

IF you are angry, be glad you are still capable of fooling 
anger unlike the many who are too jaded and hopeless to feel 
anything. 


‘Ala Paredes, 22, is an AB Communications graduate of the Ate- 
neo de Manila University, 


Younc BLoop 
Ala Paredes 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


NOTICE To YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or (f employed, the post 
tion you're holding and the company you work with, Cone 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 


Armed march 

f they were not preparing for violence and blood- 
shed, what were they bringing their weapons for—to 
direct traffic?” 
Arae papers Plehay reacting to reports that lary offers 
T anning to bring thelr weapons in thelr march to Eda 
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MERALCO'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
that its generation charge has 
gone down by 8.23 centavos per 
kWh (PDI, 3/14/06) needs fur- 
ther scrutiny. 

For some reason—unexplained 
up to now and obviously tolerated 
by the Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission (ERC)—Meralco contin- 
ues to “bundle” generation and 
transmission charges, thus distort- 
ing the true cost of generation. 

‘In its announcement, Meralco, 
through Elpi Cuna, said the cost of 
power sourced from the National 
Power Corp. (Napocor) is higher 
by 21 centavos per kWh. He did 
not say what Napocor’s cost is, net 
of the so-called transmission-re- 
lated charges. Neither did he say 
‘what Meralco-IPP charge is, net of 
transmission-related charges, al- 
though he went as far as to say 
that the Meralco-IPP transmission 
cost is lower than Napocor’s by 
4,73 centavos per kWh. 


ernment 


lic. 


transmission? 


Ifthe Meralco statementis true, 
then the National Transmission 
Co. must be charging Napocor and 
Meralco-IPP differently; this is 
discriminatory pricing, made even 
more abhorrent because it gives 
rise to a situation where one gov- 

entity discriminates 
against another government enti- 
ty, to the disadvantage of the pub- 


Under the Electric Power In- 
dustry Reform Act, generation 
and transmission charges are 
supposed to be unbundled. Since 
we already paid 77.16 centavos 
per kWh for transmission charges 
(as shown in our Meralco bill), 
are we being double-billed for 


This is an issue long brought to 
the attention of the ERC by other 
‘consumer groups, but it remains 
unresolved up to now. 

Finally, on the matter of Napoc- 
or and Meralco-IPP pricing, in 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


_ OPINION .. 


Are the consumers of Meralco 
double-billed for transmission? 


ERC Case Nos. 2001-646 and 
2001-900 (decided on March 20, 
2003), Meralco-IPPs were al- 
lowed to charge an average of 
P4.21 per kWh while Napocor was 
charging only P2.46 per kWh, ora 
difference of P1.75 per kWh. Mer- 
alco’s average generation rate for 
its captive customers was set by 
the ERC at P3.40 per kWh. At that 
time, Napocor could supply Mer- 
alco’s requirements, as Napocor 
‘was in fact contractually obligated 
to supply those requirements. 

How do we recover that Meral- 
co-IPP windfall? 

For that, we have filed a plun- 
der case at the Ombudsman 
against some officers of Napocor, 
Meralco and Meraleo-IPPs (OMI 
C-A-05-0568-L,  OMB-C-C-05- 
(0660-L) to find out who should be 
answerable to the captive cus- 
tomers of Meralco. 

—BERT DELA LLANA, 
anticorruptntwork@hotmail.com 


Cause of anarchic traffic in Pasay still operating 


‘THIS IS A REJOINDER TO THE 
letter of Annabelle Ramirez (PDI, 
2/9/08) questioning the use of 
that portion of the service 
road—from Araneta Avenue near 
Heritage Hotel to Russel Street, 
Pasay City—as a public terminal 
for jeepneys and buses. Iregularly 
go to Baclaran to buy ready-made 
clothes for my business in the 
Visayas so I can easily empathize 
with Ramirez's concern and senti- 
ment. 

This terminal not only robs 
Pasay City of its gains from its 
beautification project. If 1 may 
add, it also has made traffic in that 


area a nightmare, especially on 
Wednesdays and after 5 p.m. The 
Edsa-service road intersection be- 
side Heritage Hotel has become a 
traffic bottleneck that even the 
“Brown boys" of Pasay City and 
MMDA traffic aides can no longer 
do anything about it. 

Precious motorists’ time and 
money are simply wasted. Mean- 
while the city government of 
Pasay City fattens its coffers with 
the parking fees charged for the 
use of the terminal. This anarchic 
traffic does not speak well of the 
city government of Pasay City. 

From the parking fees, can’t 


Pasay City build somewhere else 
a more decent public terminal to 
provide commuters with real 
convenience as well as to spare 
the motorists the nightmare they 
regularly must go through while 
the terminal operates in that 
stretch? 

‘One doesn't have to be a regu- 
lar visitor of Baclaran to notice 
this obnoxious and resentful situa- 
tion, and I hope the concerned of- 
ficials of Pasay City will be consci- 
entious enough to do something 
aboutit. 

VIOLY MAPALAD, 
vmapalad@yahoo.com.ph 


The Philippine President’s power in times of war 


IN CONNECTION WITH THE COL- 
umn "Proclamation No. 1017” of 
former Justice Isagani A. Cruz 
(PDI, 3/4/06), may I quote the ex- 
planation he made in his book 
“Philippine Political Law” (2002 
edition), regarding the “military 
power” of the President: 

““The ‘power of the sword’ 
makes the President the most im- 
portant figure in the country in 
times of war or other similar 
‘emergency. In theory, he plans all 
campaigns, establishes all sieges 
and blockades, directs all march- 


es, fights all battles. His leader- 
ship, if bold and decisive, can gal- 
vanize the people to gallantry or, if 
vacillating and timorous, can en- 
able them to defeatism and sur- 
render. It is because the sword 
must be wielded with courage and 
resolution that the President is 
given vast powers in the making of 
military decisions. 

“Accordingly, it has been held 
that he can determine what de- 
gree of force a particular crisis de- 
mands, as when President Lincoln 
declared a blockade of the Con- 


federate ports during the Ameri- 
can civil war; organize courts mar- 
tial for the discipline of the mem- 
bers of the armed forces violating 
military law; create military com- 
missions for the punishment of 
war criminals; and call out the 
armed forces to prevent or sup- 
press lawless violence, invasion, 
or rebellion.” (Cruz, “Philippine 
Political Law,” 2002 Ed., pp. 219- 
220) 
—DAVID C. NAVAL, 
305-A PNB Bldg., 
City of Naga 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
‘ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 


"Who wi bener 


me 


[pgeameny| ene 
a Tetana 


pigie 
(aaro | paia 

gron oct 

(fais. (BREN |e 

ferdes see basil 

[eean | eae 

ie 


Somiy |S Betyrant | teat 


i 
fl lead 


fLiPpINE 


LETTERS ==: 


Tell it to the Marines 


THIS TIME “TELL IT TO THE 
Marines" has become more than 
justan idiom. 

Col. Ariel Querubin might be one 
of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines’ most respected soldiers. 
However, if all Filipino soldiers who 
are tasked to defend me were like 
him, Iwould rather have a big stone 
tied around my neck and then have 
myself thrown into the sea. 

‘You see, his protest against the 
relief of Brig. Gen. Renato Miran- 
da showed the true colors of the 
military adventurers. Despite 
their supposedly messianic delu- 
sions, they have allowed them- 
selves to serve as the puppets of 
certain individuals -lusting to 
wrest power from the duly consti- 
tuted government. 

Why didn’t Querubin protest 
and call for people power when a 
certain general was bypassed in 
the selection of SouthCom chief? 
Was it because it didn't concern 
his sponsors? But when it came to 
the allegedly unjust relief of his 
“father"—more like a “godfather” 
to me—he unhesitatingly griped 
and sobbed on the streets like a 
baby deprived of his toy. 

The relief of Miranda was, 1 be- 
lieve, an ordinary occurrence in 
the AFB just like in any organiza- 
tion, brought about by the necessi- 
ty of service. Why the people, or 
those who have nothing more im- 
portant to do than disrupt every- 
body's life, took it as a revolution 
escapes my simple mind, 

Iris crystal clear that Querubin, 
and those surrounding him, want- 
ed trouble. When the newly in- 
stalled Marine commandant 
wanted to talk to him to thresh 
things out, those people prevent- 
ed the dialogue, thus, making the 
‘whole situation more tense than it 
already was. It was not the pres- 
ence of soldiers in battle gear, 
much less the presence of tanks, 
but rather the presence of Argee 
Guevarra etal. that tured the sit- 
uation into a standoff. The simple 
problem could have been solved 
right away, but those people, with 
interests known only to God and 
their accomplices, prevented it. 

‘And the most ironic thing about 
the whole episode was that Cory 
Aquino tried to go there, ready to 
die for the man who once almost 
toppled her administration. 

When Querubin called on peo- 
ple power to protect him, he might 
have told it to the Marines. As for 
me and the soldiers who died in 
1989, his and his benefactors in- 
tentions were as clear as daylight. 

—EUGENE DAVID R. TANCINCO, 

pega801@yahoo.com 
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Reusable cloth bags now 


AS CONSUMER ADVOCATES 
throughout the world marked 
World Consumer Rights Day last 
March 15, we of the Ecological 
Waste Coalition appealed to Fil- 
ipino consumers to pay attention 
to our “toxic” practices, particu- 
larly in using plastic bags. 

Plastic bags have become a men- 
ace to modem societies. In malls, 
restaurants, bakeries, turo-turo 
and sari-sari stores, plastic bags are 
freely given away, unmindful of 
their impact on people's health and 
on the environment. 

Unintended or not, plastics lit- 
ter our surroundings. They get 
caught in fences, trees and even in 
electric posts, obstruct creeks and 
rivers, suffocate the earth, trap 
birds, drift into the seas and 
oceans, choke and kill marine ani- 
mals. Plastics can last for hun- 
dreds of years because they are 
non-biodegradable. 

In the production, use and dis- 
posal of most plastics, harmful 
substances are released into the 
atmosphere. Assorted chemicals 
and additives are applied to make 
plastics; in the process, hazardous 
wastes are generated. When plas- 
tics are burned in dumps or incin- 


erators, toxic pollutants are dis- 
charged into the environment, in- 
cluding heavy metals and dioxins. 

‘As consumers, we have a role to 
play in curbing the use of plastics 
and in preventing the “plasticiza- 
tion” of our lifestyles and environ- 
ment. 

For starters, we can refuse to 
use check-out plastic bags and 
bring our bayong or reusable carry 
bags when we shop. Smart retail- 
ers and vendors should follow suit 
by giving discounts to buyers who 
bring their own bags or offering 
earth-friendly customers with 
reusable cloth bags that they can 
proudly use again and again. 

‘As consumers, we have the 
right to demand a healthy and sus- 
tainable environment. At the same 
time, we have the responsibility to 
be conscious of the social and en- 
vironmental impacts of our con- 
sumption choices, and to use our 
power in the market to clean up 
and protect the environment. 

—ABLJABINES, 

Task Force Plastic/ 
Extended Producer 
Responsibility 
Ecowaste Coalition, 
abi.gaia@no-burn.org 


Contrasting styles, contrasting views 


‘TWO COLUMNS THAT APPEARED 
in the Feb. 25 edition of the Ingu- 
zx showed their authors’ contrast- 
ing styles and different views on 
the “state of emergency” Upon 
reading “State defends itself” by 
Belinda Olivares-Cunanan and 
“Déjà vu all over again" by Rina 
Jimenez-David, I easily could dis- 
tinguish which column was deserv- 
ing of credit, well thought-out and 
objective. 

Cunanan stated: “Our budget 
deficit has shrunk as government 
revenues have risen. In other 
words, the economy is looking 
good. But our political situation 
remains unstable. Why does it 
have to be so?” Is the columnist 
unaware, wittingly or unwittingly, 


of what and who are actually rock- 
ing the boat nowadays? Does the 
columnist honestly believe that 
the economy is really looking 
good as of Feb. 25, 2006? 

On the other hand, the contents 
and opinion expressed in the col- 
umn of David showed a lucid, logi- 
cal, fair and square assessment—in 
accordance with the principles of 
objective journalism—of the issues 
of the day, including the basis for 
Proclamation 1017. Summing up 
David's column was the statement: 
“What a way to celebrate the spirit 
of Edsal” Just read the entire col- 
umn once more. 

—GUILLERMO R. VIOJAN, 
201 Landeom Village, 
Mindanao Avenue, Quezon City 


All dictatorships come to an end 


AS FOODFIRST INFORMATION & 
Action Network (Fian) Philippines 
expected, Proclamation 1017, is- 
sued by Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, 
resulted in gross violations of the 
people's civil and political rights. 

Even after its lifting, peaceful as- 
semblies are still being banned, 
the media are being threatened in- 
to following government “censor- 
ship" standards, and party-list 
representatives are being falsely 
charged with rebellion. 

Ms Arroyo should be remind- 
ed that all illegitimate leaders 
fall. Idi Amin of Uganda, Ceaus- 
escu of Romania, Suharto of In- 
donesia and our very own Mar- 
cos were all swept away from 


‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


power despite their dictatorial 

regimes. In all probability this is 

what will befall Ms Arroyo. Ordi- 

nary Filipinos will eventually 

join people's organizations, po- 

litical parties, NGOs, Church as- 

sociations, labor unions in 

throwing out a corrupt, abusive 
and illegitimate leader. 

Ms Arroyo may have temporari- 

ly won the “battle” by declaring a 

state of emergency but the “war” 

will definitely be won by the peo- 

ple, 

—RAFFY REY HIPOLITO, 

policy advocacy officer, 

Fian Philippines, 

9B Matulungin St., 

Barangay Central, Quezon City 
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Bernas: Proponents of Cha-cha probably desperate: 


i 
ty 
r i er Anthony Dee accused Mabalacat by the DILG for every signatory” 
(Con-Ass) ora constitutional con- EN j Mayor Marino Morales of buying during the barangay assembly. 
vention (Con-con). ` signatures. The prices ranged from “P200 before signing and a bonus" 
The people's initiative option is y PISO to P300 each, Dee alleged. of P200 after” said thesource, °“ 
expected to rear its head today Morales denied the allegation. Puno vowed to go after any DILG” 
when barangay assemblies meet 7 In Angeles City, a barangay ka- executive, local officials and baran: 
across the country in an apparent e ‘ gawad reported receiving 10sheets gay executives found to be paying 
stepped up campaign to gather $ eacha that needed to be filed with off people for theirsignarures 
signatures for an overhaul of the ‘a total of 100 signatures. A kagawad + 
Constitution. $ . 7 said he was told “not to foree” the Puno has no idea about payofis 
Already, cash and sacks of rice z residents to sign. Puno said he had no idea that 
are being dangled as rewards in y Josefina Castilla-Go, local gov- Charter change would be tackled 
some areas if they support Å ernment director in Central Lu- during the barangay assemblies to- 
Cha-cha, according to INQUIRER p amendment È Aa for zon, said her office had not re- day and that signatures were al- 
informants in Central Luzon. The ‘tute fe ceived reports of signature-buy- ready being gathered supposedly 
going rate in Valenzuela City is f ate prose ing or barangay leaders being with imprimatur from his office. 
P200 if you sign up, a barangay rely iam paid to go all-out for Cha-cha. “IF (payoffs are) occuring, I hope ~ 
leader claimed. i to achave that specifie reports would be given to 
Malacañang appeared to be P50 short us, I will initiate the filing of charges? 
averse to a Con-con, whose dele- syand enomy ie government ‘According to a barangay leader against any DILG or barangay offical: 
gates are elected, while senators J ecer sme I wa Transito in Valenzuela, the instruction to caught offering money for the signa- 
are stiffly opposed to a Con-Ass, | and povidng t Artice qh i give P200 to every signatory sup- tures to this supposed campaign forì 
to be composed of incumbent ; Provisions fr tke orderly stift from she system 1, porting Cha-cha came from an Charter change,” Puno said. 
members of Congress, most of another? ... r, undersecretary at the DILG. Former Social Welfare Secretary: 
whom are Arroyo supporters. THE “USUAL SUSPECTS:” Different groups oppose the government's launching of the people's initiative “We were supposed to give P200 Corazon Soliman and anti-Cha-cha‘ 
‘The expected chief beneficiary to amend the Charter saying that it isa shameless attempt by the Arroyo administration to ensure her per signatory but they would re- groups said they had received re- 
of the signature: drive will be hold on power until 2010, But the signature campaign goes Into full swing today. farrviewa lease only P50 and the rest would ports that money and rations of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, y x Mats be provided by the local govern- rice were changing hands in ex- 
cee eee oy! is being orchestrated bya Marcos village meetings because Phil- happening in Palihan in Hermosa, ment,” said the barangay leader, change forthe signatures. 
weer diamante. the 1973 tactician like (Local Government Health cards would be distributed, Alauli in Pilar and Mabatang in who asked nor to be identifed “Health workers themselves 
aa anama pilana Secretary Ronaldo] Puno,” Pis “Some people reported that Abucay, according to Joseph Can- “There were only four of usin are saying those collecting sign 
tary system of government—a Mentel said in an interview. they were surprised when they las, chair of the Alyansa ng Mag- the room when it was discussed,” tures are being paid P200,” Soli, 
A eh ha ctiessaidcould Drilon accused the Department were asked to affix their signa- bubukid sa Gimang Luzon. the source said. "" mansaid. With reports from 
ro ea her Goma inpeacy of Interior and Local Government tres to a manifesto supporting Gow Enrique Garcia didnotan- According to the source, those Naney Carvajal, Tonette Orejas, 
ment moves and survivethe scan. and local officals of abusing the the Cha-cha,” Broquil said. swer calls and a text message to present were surprised to hear the PDI Central Luzon Desk, and:, 
dais wracking her administra. constitutional provision on peo-  Theso-called “palit-bigas"orsig: his mobile phone. new allocation because they were Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
tion. ple's initiative by pressing ahead nature in exchange for rice was In Pampanga, Liberal Partylead- told earlier that P400 was allotted Northern Luzon Bureau 
“tis real democracy in action,” With it despite the absence ofa law 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye onitsimplementation. } 
said of the so-called people's ini- _ 10.1997, the Supreme Court ruled 
tiative to amend the Charter, He that Congress had failed to passa law 
denied the Palace had a hand in On peoples initiative to amend the 5 z 
the signature drive or was fund- Constitution. Republic Act. No. 6735 
ingit. provides for a people's initiative but 
Presidential Chief of Staff only on laws passed by Congress and 
Michael Defensor said the cam- local government units. 
paign was an initiative of local | Set. Manuel “Mas” Roxas TI said 
leaders. he would file a resolution on Mon- 
“That effort did not come from day seeking an inquiry into a March 
us or from the Palace,” Defensor 10 memorandum of the DILG direct- 
told reporters ing local officials to conduct baran- 
“ff there are funds, that’s prob- 82y assemblies as well as claims 
ably funds coming from made by a barangay health worker 
barangays or local governments,” On TV that she was promised money 
he said. “No government funds Ù exchange for her signature forthe |i È 
were used here.” people's initiative. BRACE YOURSELVES 


Very Marcosian P1,000 for signatures i tel most pei 
"Very Marcosian," Senate Pres- Reports gathered by the Ingunn | Econ NOOAN Ys 
ident Franklin Drilon said, recall- in Central Luzon revealed that mon- jy 
ing that the late dictator Ferdi. €Y Ora halécavan (25 kg) of rice had Storm away with a sizzling 
nand Marcos alsé called baran- been given or wee promised by hot X-TRAIL, or glide home 
ay assemblies in 1973 where Some govemors and mayors to 

people, under the sword of mar- barangay officials mobilized to gath- ina cool SENT a 
tial law, were asked to raise their €r signatures for Cha-cha. th uly dolead boh 
hands if they supported a new _ In Olongapo City, village offi- 
Constitution that paved the way cials stand to get P1,000 for every 
for his 20-year rule, five pages full of pro-Charter 
"esa technique used by Marcos change signatures, said Aurora 
to amend the Constitution. Then Broquil, chair of the Kilusan para f 
barangay officials would gather Sa Pambansang Demokrasya in [f oars 
people in assemblies and say: cond | uzon. ie source was a is 
“Those in favor of amending the local official in the city, i 
Constitution, please raise your _ Olongapo Mayor James Gordon ZERO INTEREST 1,260: 
right hand’,"Drilon recalled. Jr said he was not aware of such a i 5i A E 
ina people's initiative, a petition scheme. “I have not given money FOR THE FIRST 24 MONTHS: FOR. THE NISSAN 
for amendments requires the signa- {to barangay officials],” he said. i i 
tures ofat least 12 percent oftheto- Penja pet Se ead 
tal number of registered voters and PEMA NTHLY PAYMENT AT 50% DP* 
at least 3 percent of every congres-  Broquil claimed the same ploy § 
sional district's registered voters. WaS being done in parts of Zam- 
Senate Minority Leader Aquili- bales, but Gov Vicente 
no Pimentel Jr. said reports that Magsaysay denied this., 
barangay officials were dangling “Walang pera (There's no mon- 
money and food, like rice, to get €Y),” he said. i 
people to sign up were a throw- __In the villages of Reformista, 
Fack to the Marcos years, Landing, Townsite and Luz in Li- 
may, Bataan, packs of rice were 
Gov't tactician given to barangay tanod (watch- 
“that’s what Marcos did in men) lastweek, Broguil said. 
1973inhisbidto amend the Con- Jn other parts of Bataan, she 
stitution, This people's initiative Said, residents were told to attend 


‘GMA rating still down a 
but a little less bad’ cre a 


From page Al royo's rating rose in the Balance 
emergency (Feb. 24 to March 3) of Luzon (up 11 points net), 
and the Feb. 26 Marine standoff Metro Manila (up 8 points net), 
at Fort Bonifacio, and the Visayas (up 4 points net). 
Inthe March survey, 29 percent But it fell in Mindanao (down 7 
of those polled said they were sat- points net). 
isfied with her performance while Ms Arroyo's net satisfaction 
the percentage of those dissatisfied rating improved among the masa, 
stood at 54 percent, for a net satis- or class D, from -30 in December 
faction rating of -25, SWS said, to-22 in March, SWS said, 
eee ities But it hardly changed among 
Dissatisfaction throughout the middle/upper ABCs and 
In December, by comparison, among the very poor Es. 
fewer people (24 percent) were 
satisfied with her performance, 1,200 respondents 
while the same proportion (54 per- Among men, her net satisfaction 
cent) were dissatisfied, for a net rating is -22 in March compared to x i 
rating of 30 during that period. -35 last. quaner, while among fattes fen ot or orn es ri ab nat coe ona aan Oo 
Dissatisfaction with Ms Arroyo women itis-27 versus -25 before. 
“still predominates throughout the ‘SWS said it carried out its survey 
country” and is highest in Metro for the first quarter from March 8 
Manila at net -37, the statement said, to 14, using face-to-face interviews 
mina pe S7, hemmen ait, 19 arig ee ts NISSAN 
area was now Mindanao (net-32), dom samples of 300 each in Metro 
instead of the Balance of Luzon (net Manila, the Balance of Luzon, 
23), which was the second-most Visayas and Mindanao, REPRESAS, s mamaaa a 
dissatisfied area last December. K said the survey had a sam- mo Quezon Ava y M Mantrade Dovelopmant 
Á pling error margin of 3 percent (80 Fan. 702006 BAISO to 29 OTTO 
Middle, upper classes for national percentages and 6 ‘Assomblod and disiibutod by an Shaw Can Missan North EDSA Balintawak Minnan Gallary Ortigas 
“As usual, the least dissatisfied percent for area percentages. NISSAN MOTOR at CT Bean Paa 


e Missan UN, Avo. Mo Ninann Southwood Royce Mot 
area is the Visayas (net -12)," The items in survey were not PHILIPPINES, INC. amaina 20420 Husa Sout ee te1g0c0 +) 6002400 Catanauan. g 459-3950 » 0005020 
5 (07 
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SWS said. commissioned, but were included ‘Nissan Commonw Nissan Manila, mo, E Eee B701070T. 
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Ta f; sie arouerar 
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INQUIRER visayas eae 
It’s doctor’s turn to help foundation 


By Carla P. Gomez o ME iy g not grant scholarships for medi- port, she said, she would end up 
Bacolod City } A i cal school students, but she de- just’ another “poor individual 
tla cided to take the risk. On June 16, with a sad story to tell, with shat- 

YOUNG NEGRENSE DOCTOR HAS COMMIT- 5 R 1999, she wrote a letter to then tered self-esteem and broken 


A= herself to devote time for medical missions Sifi executive director’ Danilo dreams.” 

to help sugar farm workers and their families J). - Gamboa to plead heren. Apparently moved by her let 
fe back, she, too, was given a break 5 $i 7 1e was a dependent ofasugar ter, Sifi exempted Rochelle from 

ee w i years a g industry worker, she said, and its rule by providing her tuition, 

that changed the course of her life. 


that she was fervently requesting allowances for books, and board 
Dr. Ma. Rochelle Calleja, 28, is ing Corp. in Talisay City, Negros Oc- i> that Sifi consider her plight. and lodging, and other needs un- 
on her third year of residency cidenta], for more than 30 years. Her bot “You can change the course of til she passed the board exams, 
training fora diploma in obstetrics mother Clarita, 55,isahomemake. J my life and lift the heavy burden she said. 
and gynecology at the Corazon Rochelle obtained her Bachelor s : off my parents’ shoulders,” she 
Locsin Montelibano Memorial Re- of Science in Biology degree from said. “I am pursuing medicine Dreams come true 
gional Hospital in Bacolod City. the University of Saint La Salle in $ % with dogged determination that “Sifi took a big risk on me and I 
Rochelle is among the 64,491 Bacolod through a Handumanan G despite numerous problems fi- am very thankful,” the scholar 
scholars of the Sugar Industry scholarship and help from First n nancially, emotionally and physi- said. 
Foundation Inc. (Sif) from 1975 Farmers Holding Corp.'s Educa- à cally Ihave survived my first diffi- She said she was made to com- 
* to 2005, Sifi president Edith Vi- tional Development Program. cultyear in college.” mit herself to practice as a doctor 
lanueva said. Sifi has provided After finishing college, Rochelle She told Gamboa that it was for 10 years in Negros Occidental. 
grants worth over P90 million to told her father she wanted to go to 2 unfortunate that she was born This was not a problem, she said, 
51,726 high school students, col- medical school. But he said the F - f poor and her parents could not because after her residency, she 
lege assistance to 3,840, voca- family could not afford it and it Í afford to send her to the best hoped to workin Silay City 
tional training to 5,112, college was time for her to get a job so she schools, much more to see her Nowadays, she tries to join ev- 
scholarships to 258, and skills could help her other siblings. through medical school. ery medical mission of Sifi, at- 
training to 3,555. “j was in tears. I begged my fa- ““‘=*# sitia “Thave been dependentonoth- tending to the needs of farm 
‘The foundation gets its funding ther to at least send me to first DR. ROCHELLE Calleja attends to the children of sugar farm workers C. people's generosity all workers and their families. 
fromthe PIO per lel tat sugas year medical school, and if I ina medical mission organized by the Sugar Industry Foundation Ine, throughout my education, having To the workers, seeking medi- 
producers contribute to a social could not pass my subjects, I ceavroniro maintained the required grades. Í cal help is an extra and huge bur- 
amelioration fund collected by the would stop dreaming of becom- feel so blessed that the Almighty den on their budget so the medi- 
government for various needs of ing a doctor,” she said. ition of only P5,000 a semester. father had said they simply could God never runs out of people to cal missions really help a lot, 
‘workers in the sugar industry. Rochelle said she passed theen- Expenses for board and lodging, not afford medical school help me realize my dreams and Rochelle said. 
Rochelle is the eldest of four chil- trance exam of the West Visayas and books were difficult to meet, get me out of this vicious cycle of “Other people helped me once; 
dren of Emesto Calleja, 57, a ma- State University in Iloilo, a state- however, she said. By the second The letter poverty Iam in now.” it's my turn now to help others,” 
chine operator at First Farmers Hold- owned university that charges tu- semester, she was desperate as her Rochelle said she knew Sifidid Without the foundation's sup- she said. 


An erotic sonnet a day in Iloilo tabloid gets mixed reviews 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste protest when President Macapa- broken in two stanzas that pre- bituon nga Polaris? sought to break convention in 
Toilo City gal-Arroyo delivered her State of sent an attitude, question or Hiligaynon and Kinaray-a writ- 
the Nation Address in 2004. He proposition that the next sixlines Ano ang mga bagyo nga iya gin- ing, “where sex is always re- 
VERYDAY SINCE FEBRUARY, A HILIGAYNON relented when he failed to get a (sextet) ‘comment onorresolve. sugata, kag diin syanagpalipud placed by metaphors and such 
I i i permit to bare in front of the city's sang ang misteryo daw kweba nga literary devices as the full 
tabloid, Hublas nga Kamatuoran (Naked {rove Fountain Sonnets nagbuka para sa dumuluaw? moon. covering behind the 
Truth), publishes an erotic sonnet, a move that Nery is a selfstyled avant- The sonnets in Hiligaynon are Waa bala siya nalumos se mga clouds.” 
has earned it mixed reviews and more readers. garde columnist, comparing his melodious and sensual despite haluk, o nayanggaw sang talon “What is there to fear in sex?” 
Sales of the newspaper in lloi- to anyone who celebrates life, notoriety with that of Andy the unrestrained use of language he added. 
Jo City have improved, boosted love and language. Warhol and pop star Madonna, to express desire, longing andex- Sa gintabuan sang mga hita? While some sonnets celebrate 
by the popularity of the erotic The sonnets were written by the mother diva of reinvention.  citement. Sometimes, their pow. Natiizwan, bala ni Magellan homo-eroticism, Nery said he al- 
sonnets among its low-income Peter Solis Nery, a multi-awarded _ Nery’ sonnets take libertiesat er lies at the concluding couplet Ang kamulagko sang nawala nga so reclaimed heterosexual sex. 
Somers, said publisher Danny poet who was also a teacher, the literary form, something that or in the abstract comment deliv- til o ang damilsang dtlunggon?, The speaker or the persons is 
Fajardo. monk, politician, Dervish dancer, some critics chaff at. While these ered at the end. Ang paglutahit sang bug-os nga maybe a she or a he; sometimes 
But readership is not confined journalist, to name a few. have 14 lines, the poems do away lawas, paglibot sang kalibutan. he is a voyeur, sometimes she is a 
«to those who peruse for prurient Before writing the’ 100 erotic with rhyme scheme or meter. No- XXIV participant. 
aaa a abe the poems speak sonnets hetried tomountanude ticeable are theeight-lineoctaves Pila ka bulan, pila ka tuig bago (How many months, now many 
nalibot ni Magellan years, did it take Magellan Luyag ko hikapon ka sa liwat, 
s ang bugos nga To sail around the world? What halukan, kag palanggaon; 
kalibutan? Ano nga crude instruments labaw pa sa akon pagdihon sining 
mga baraghal nga Did he use to find those islands binalaybay sang kaulag, 
kagamitan and continents labaw pa sa pagpakighirup sang 
ang iya ginlalang Floating, drifting in the still un- mapalaron nga tinta sa papel. 


FEDERATION K ) agud lamang masala- mapped seas? 
a’ Gwira eee a E 


© nga nagalutaw-lutaw What typhoons did he meet, and you, and make love to you; 
sa sadto wala-pa- wheredidhehide More than me lustfully compos- 
namapa ng kada- Whenmysterycavedopentowel- ing this poem of desire, 
gatan, come strangers? More than lucky ink making 


Did he not drown in kisses, or get crazy love to paper) 
Ginteleskopyo bala enchanted by the forest 
niya ang berde nga The sonnets are awaiting a 
pukatod Atthe point where the thighs con- book publisher but, meanwhile, 
nga daw mga dughan verge? Did Magellan try they are enclosed in a plastic 
0 sang higante gikan sa The big toe of the left foot, or the binding folder and assigned 


iyasakayan-dagat. _tasteof an earlobe? numbers like songs in a karaoke 
Nahikap bala niya To travel the length of the body is bar. And so, to recite them is to 
ang mga ulutngan tocircumnavigate the world.) call out the numbers first, to 
kag ang mga pilas i A mark out the sonnets, and re- 
Nga na-angkon sang Breaking convention member that they are part of a 
mga likum sang Nery said the erotic sonnets body of work. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Get your foursome together! Show Globe Handyphone shall implement the following changes 
È in its International Roaming services: 

your smooth strokes and swing F k 

a. Change of Prepaid Roaming Rates by April 2, 2006: 


your ‘way to an all-expense paid ~.s ; Incoming calls, originally charging P50 per minute will be 
É Eep charged P60 per minute starting April 2, . This wil 
golf holiday to Spring City Golf and apply for all Prepaid roamers in any destination. 
Leisure Resort in Kunming, China. b. Change of Prepaid Roaming Rates for certain countries: 


i. Outgoing calls will be charged P80 per minute 
(from P50 per minute) starting April 2, 2006. 
+ Australia + Russia 

For details visit www.swing.ph or contact your Federation Golf Club 5 Pangoneoii * Colombia 

Zana cRibank K miis WSS. st. s Goms @ SILA |. Outgoing calls will be charged P50 per minute 

aes (from P80 per minute) starting April 2, 2006. 

+ Algeria + Tunisia 

* Japan + Yemen 

+ Saudi Arabia 
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Plantations drying up Davao City water sources 


DAVAO CITY—AN ENVIRON- time for the celebration of the World faucet (here). In Cebu, you can't In Cebu, she said, only about tion and their reliance to synthetic these heavily pesticide-dependent 
mental activist from Cebu City Water Day on Wednesday. do that without tasting the flavor 0.08 percent of the mountains re- chemicals are seen by many as envi- monoculture farms pose to our up- 
warned of the wanton destruc- A report made by the Japan In- of our water’ ‘which is chlorine. You main green. ronmentally destructive and danger- land watershed,” said Lia Jasmin 
tion of the watershed areas ofthis ternational Cooperation Agency (Ji- are so lucky here because Davao is “The forest is supposed tobe the _ ous to the health of the people. Esquillo of the Interface Develop- 
city, saying the city could soon be ca) in 1998, which was also cited instill a paradise,” she said. soul of the community. It is sup- The Davao City Water District ment interventions Inc. (Idis). 
Shine fer elean and freshwater. the World Bankes 2003 Environ- Granet said the people of posed to be the soul of the people has identifedthePaniganTamugan dis is behind a growing call 
‘Aida Granert, of the Cebu- mental Monitor, said that Cebu and Davao should work together to” ... it is supposed to be where the rivers as the future source of drink- here for a moratorium on the ex- 
based Soil and Water Conserva- Davao would be among the major protect their water sources. Souree of fe and if we destroy our ing water for the city yet hundreds pansion of banana and pineapple 
tion Foundation, said the destruc- cities in the country that will face “You should be very vigilant and forests in favor of temporary devel- of hectares of plantations have pro- plantations and the banning of 
tion of the city’s watershed areas water shortage bythe year 2025. work really hard for this because this opment, we are sort of killing our- Jiferated near the tributaries. aerial spraying of chemicals, 
was being caused bythe intrusion Jica said by 2025, Davao means fighting for your own life... selves already,” she said. “There has been intense debate “There should be no letting up in 
of agricultural plantations. would be 45 percent short ofits water is ife. Dont weit for Davao to An estimated 6,000 hectares of especially on the issue of prolifera- the fight for the protection of our 
“You want to lose water? Put up water needs while Cebu would be ‘become the next Cebu,” she said. lands in the watershed areas of tion and expansion of plantations, sources of water, the recharge areas 
plantations in yourupland watershed 82 percent short. Tor 17 years now, Granert has Davaohad already been converted to devoted to bananas and pineapple and aquifers. There is a looming cri- 
aot rie your water goodbye,’ “Iwas not afraid to drink water extensively worked for the pro- pineapple and banana plantations. among others. There has been con- ss worldwide,” Esquillo said. Jef- 
Granert said before a forum held in straight from my hotel room tection of Cebu's watershed. The monoculture approach ofpplanta-tinuing discussion on the threat that frey Tupas, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
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2.workers buried alive 

LUCENA CITY—Two construction workers were killed and one was seriously 
‘wounded Friday moming after the wal of the building that they were working on in 
Talisay, Batangas colapsed and buried the victims. PO1 Antonio Umahon, ofthe 
Talisay police station, identified the victims as Benedicto Navales and Dionisio Tori- 
an. both construction workers of the Wel-Of Blessing Construction Co. based in 
Cainta, Rizal. The wounded was identified as Ricky Padilla who was rushed toa 
hospital in Dasmariñas, Cavite. Umahon said the collapse happened in Midland 
Subdivision in Barangay Tranca, Talisay town near the boundary of Tagaytay City. 
“The incident was reported to the police station at past noon. We were told by the 
construction guards that they first tried to rescue the victims but to no aval," the 
‘police said in a phone interview. He said ali the victims were not natives of the place. 
"The construction site was elevated. The scaffoldings gave in to the weight of the 
wall and buried the two workers. Maybe, the soil became loose because of ero- 
sion," Umahon said. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI Souther Luzon Bureau 


Contaminated water 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—The Munici- 
pal Health Office of Malungon, Sarangani 
has confirmed the presenoe of gems 
and contaminants in the drinking water 
supplied to town residents. Malungon 
Turicipal heath offer Dr Rea Her- 
randez told tne hours that tests made 
‘na water sample broughtto them bya 
complaining resident showed the pres- 
ence ofa wom and other organisms 
‘She did not say what the worm was. AS- 

cof Thursday noon, Hernandez said that 56 residents had already signed pation ask- 
ing the local government to immediately investigate the matter and order the Malu- 
ngon Water District (MWD) to provide an atemative supply to residential areas. Her- 
‘nandez said based on the rests of inital tests, he water coring from MWO "is realy 
not suitable for drinking.” She said she immediately called on Henrylto Pactes, MWD 
manager to take the necessary steps to rid their water supply of contaminants. But 
She said Pactes simply ignored her request and dismissed the results ofthe test. Her- 
randez said Pactes oniy told her that norharmful worms are normaly present in wa- 
ter Ste cad because ofthe reusel othe truly maragementio compy wih | TAG TERE 
‘the request, she has asked the focal government to step in and temporarily susper r Phas ples raat 
: ‘Some of the 75 suspected pushers and drug users who were rounded up by agents of the National Bureau of Investigation in a raid ina 

MESADA ‘Aqui Zonio, PDI Mindanao Brean | S abu flea market in Bulacan are held in the NBI office in Manila. hs 
Image appears on tree 


BACOLOD cry An image baieved Tro t d roa d jects. s my genera 
T Army g | 
ae ata nean ne ops to guard road projects, says r 
trunk of a cotton tree along the high- 
way at Sio Bug-as, in Barangay Ba- LUCENA CITY—THE TOP OF communist guerrillas do not ferential road project initiated now finished Bondoc Peninsula 
lintawak, Escalante City has been ficial of the military's Southern want the government to finish by Quezon Rep. Rafael Nantes Highway. 
drawing crowds since Wednesday. Luzon Command based herein development projects. “They way back in 1998 during the He said after the communist 
But Fr. Christopher Exala, Escalamte's Camp Nakar has called on all want the people and the commu- term of former President Joseph rebels burned the construction 
Cel chapman i- government road contractors nity to remain poor and undevel- Estrada. ‘equipment of the Korean contrac- 
padres cause fo coordinate with the military oped to suit their propaganda,” The proposed highway will tor Keangnam in 1998, the mili- 
ie did not believe that the appearance for protection against harass- Cabuay said. pass through the towns of tary assigned in the area 
ofthe image on the tree is a miracle. Ernie Gutierrez, an employee of the Es- ment by New People's Army The Department of Public Lucban, Tayabas, Mauban and painstakingly guarded the project 
calante city goverment, sald he and his co-employees went yesterday 059° rebels. Works and Highways admitted Sampaloc. till its completion. 
te as ha Oe ie cela elie teed Pentaho “It is our duty to protect all that the NPAs imposition of the Cabuay said the DPWH used to “after that unfortunate inci- 
Le Ale aot ol pl pee tad Fenda ct aera) ot Sovernment projects for the ben- so-called revolutionary taxes had coordinate with the military for dent, my men provided close 
Beth tat iney pressed on the Image, beleving that it may have some ‘pieces of efit of the people. They should forced two contractors, one of the security of government pro- security to the road workers. 
svar ha sad. There were aiso tose who placed fowersand candles be- ~ JUSt coordinare with us and we're them Chinese-owned, to surren- jects. Whenever they moved to an- 
aoe estan se and prayed, Escalante Mayor Santiago Barcelonasaldhe MOTE than willing to provide der the P616-million road project “But for this particular road other site, my men followed. 
did not know how the Image got on the tree, but twas luring curious people them security until they finish the in Quezon. project, we have not receivedany That present stretch of high- 
and the faithful to the site. Cara Gomez PDI Visayas Bureau project,” Li. General Pedro The DPWH made the admis- request for security assistance,” way was a big sacrifice for my 
etga Cabuay Jr, Solcom chief, saidin sion before an inquiry of the hesaid. men,” Cabuaysaid. Delfin 
Maria Vitug; 77 an interview. provincial councilonMondayon _ Cabuay cited their experience Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Lu- 
MARIA V. Vitug, mather of former journalists Virgilio and Vittorio Vitug. The military officer said the the delay of the 54.5 km circum- during the construction of the zon Bureau 
died on March 23 in Lubao, Pampanga. She died of heart failure. She was 
77. The remains of Mrs. Vitug are in Lubao Parish Church and will be trans- 


Perae rans NPA spokesman offers refuge to Honasan 


a.m. Mass. Mrs. Vitug is survived by her other children, Violet Gatacutan, 


mer senator Gregorio “Gringo” Ho- by the strict rules being imposed 


Vessie Maturan, Deedee Rodriguez, and Vivian Cancio. LUCENA CITY—IF FUGITIVE FOR- mer military officer should abide ry 
‘Richer’? ARMM seen nasan has nowhere to hide, his by the communist guerrillas. 


namesake communist spokesperson “Ours is a spartan way of liv- 

COTABATO CITY—The Autonomous Gregorio"Ka Roger” Rosalisoffering ing. There's mo luxury in there, no 

Pegionin Musim nsragvlte imt safe rege ide any of Me champagne oriceeojd beerto cip 

ore a maano i dvidedino TOCE than 100 New Peoples Amy the night. There's a lot of person- 

Sf bls _ guerilla fontsacrossthecounty. al adjustment that he should do. 

provinces: Iranun, Magun- Smila fr 

mer aa aaan aywa "if Gringo feels that govem- Bur I can assure him that he is 

danao and Rah uaan Weird ment forces are really hoton his completely safe from the reach of 

taor by tha kanaa Mains of trail, he can contact any of our his pursuers, if he's really been 

ower Cotabato Valley Maguindanao field commanders for help. We pursued,” Rosal said. 

Gov. Datu Andal Ampatuan Sr. Is will offer him safe protection in- However, he admitted that the 

pushing the subdivision of his side our camp,” Rosal said ina case of Honasan, should he decide 

province with the Regional Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region in mobile phone interview. to seek the protection of the NPA, “is 

Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). Under its Charter, the ARMM, through the RLA, ‘But he made it clear thatshould complicated.” He did not elaborate. 

tan create barangays, municipalities and provinces, the way Congress isman- Honasan decide to seek refuge in- Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern 
dated with such power. ‘Nash Maulana, PD! Mindanao Bureau side an NPA camp, the fugitive for- Luzon Bureau HONASAN 


Closed mining firm leaves behind P260M in taxes, back wages 


By Carla P. Gomez town of Cauayan, where the com- appealing the CA ruling. laws. rounding areas, causing in- eas reach five kilometers, south 
« PDI Visayas Bureau pany also used to operarea cop- The Sipalay mines, which Records obtained from the creased respiratory related ill- and southwest of the tailings 
per mine. started operating in 1957 in Mines and Geosciences Bureau nesses to residents. pond, the report added, 
BACOLOD CITY—MARICALUM PA’ check at the Negros Occi- Barangay San Jose, were closed (MGB) of the Department of En- The MGB report said the tail- The MGB in Western Visayas 
Mining Corp. (MMC) in Sipalay dentals treasury office, how- onJuly 2,2001 becauseofalabor vironment and Natural Re- ings pond contained over 111 had recommended that MMC in- 
“City, Negros Occidental that ever, showed that as of 2005, dispute and complains of envi- sources showed that MMC con: merrie tons of mine raings (wit stall a sprinkler system or flood- 
Sy Neros Oade oweslo Maricalum owed Cauayan ronmental pollution. The closure tinued to cause environmental ter waste) discharged over its 20 ing irrigation system. to control 
cal governments more than P90 P52.2 million and Sipalay leftmore than 5,000 workersjob- problems despite it having years of operation. the dust but MMC, instead, 
million in real property taxes P47,8 million. The unpaid land less, ceased operation for almost five "After the MMC ceased opera- placed lines of “windbreaks” 
and its employees about P170 taxes for both local govern- Montilla said after thecity'sex- years. tion and without any new tailings made of coconut fronds across 
saton in back wages and sepa- ment units were accumulated perience with MMC, they re- An MGB repoit posted on its discharge into the pond, a por the dry portion of the tailings 
ration pay. since 1998 Tnained open to mining operators website aid that after the compa- tion of the pond began to dry up. pond and resorted to other meth- 
Sipalay. City Mayor Oscar ` The Sipalay City government but would only allow responsible ny shut down, its inactive Tailings Dust accumulated starting in De- ods. 
Montilla said that the copper last year attempted to auction off mining companies. Pond No. 3, in Barangay Gil Mon- cember 2001. The MGB quoted the MMC as 
mining company owes his city MMC property to collect its tax He said he had asked the help tila in Sipalay, continues to emit | Thevolumeof dustin the pond saying that it was iste cheap 
mining company lion tm back delingzency but i was stopped of environment lawyer Antonio dust. It has an area of about 125 would peak during dry and windy methods for controlling the dust 
taxes, by a temporary restraining order Oposa and a German consultant hectares. months from December to April because of financial difficulties 
XC aid Maricalum also owed koued by the Court of Appeals in to ensure that future mining op- The report said the dust or May, according to the MGB re- aud because of the loss ofa sprin 
almost P40 million in real proper- Cebu. erations in the city would strict- emitted by the tailings pond port. kler system that it was using be- 
ty taxes to Sipalay’s neighboring Montilla sald they were still ly comply with environment has polluted the air in sur- The dust fall-out in nearby ar Fore 
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Sack DENR execs, 
President asked 


LUCENA CITY—A LEGISLATOR 
and a Catholic bishop led multi- 
sectoral groups in northern 
Quezon in urging President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to replace 
top environment officials in the 
Southern Tagalog region and 
Quezon province due to alleged 
continuous illegal logging in the 
Sierra Madre mountain ranges. 

In a petition initiated by Rep. Rafael Nantes 
and Infanta Bishop Rolando Tria Tirona, Anto- 
nio Principe, DENR regional director for South- 
ern Tagalog and Emrich Borja, Quezon-DENR 
chief, have been criticized for alleged failure to 
combat illegal logging in Sierra Madre. 

‘The DENR officials had earlier denied in- 
volvement in illegal logging and denied that 
timber poaching continues in Sierra Madre. 

‘Aside from Nantes and Tirona, the petition 
was also being pushed by the Social Action Cen- 
ter (SAC), Task Force Sierra Madre (TFSM), In- 
fanta and local officials of General Nakar town 
and TIPAN, a Church-based multi-sectoral orga- 


r 
| 
s 


For 


nization in Infanta founded by Nantes and for- 
mer Infanta Bishop Julio Labayen. 

Catholic priest Fr. Pete Montallana, TFSM 
head, has confirmed that there has been such 
an intention to file a petition but he declined 
to furnish a copy to media. 

“We just don’t want to preempt the petition. 
‘We will give copies once they are ready for sub- 
mission to Malacafiang, Sierra Madre logging, 
whether it’s legal or illegal must be immediate- 
ly stopped,” he said over the phone. 

Logging along the mountain ranges of the 
Sierra Madre has been identified as among 
the key causes of natural disasters that struck 
the area in 2004. 

Last month, the TFSM presented a video 
footage featuring newly cut trees in Sierra 
Madre. Borja admitted that the unlawful cut- 
ting of trees is back along the mountain ranges. 

‘The footage and the subsequent DENR ad- 
mission about such illegal activity has 
prompted the Quezon provincial board to 
urge Ms Arroyo to order a stop to the contin- 
ued destruction of Sierra Madre. 

A week later after feeling the heat, the envi- 
ronment officials took a combative stance and 
instead accused SAC and TFSM of alleged in- 
volvement in llegal logging. Delfin Mallari 
Jn, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Filipino 
fishermen 
held in 
Vietnam 


SUBIC, ZAMBALES— 
Seven’ fishermen 
from this province are 
being held in Phuyen, 
Vietnam, for their al- 
leged failure to pay 
their bills in a hotel 
where they were stay- 
ing after they were 
rescuell off the waters 
of that county, a 
Zambales official 
said, 

Vice Gov. Ramon 
Lacbain II said he has 
appealed to Foreign 
Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo to help the fish- 
ermen. 

Lacbain said he 
learned of the fish- 
ermen’s plight when 
their wives came to 
him on Tuesday and 
sought his assis- 
tance. 

He said the fish- 
ermen have been 
staying in a hotel in 
Phuyen since March 
9 after they were 
found by crew mem- 
bers of a Viet 
namese ship on top 
of their capsized 
fishing boat, F/B JR 
Rodel 3, along the 
territorial waters of 
Vietnam. 

He identified the 
fishermen as lan 
Jasper Tabios, 24; 
Harold Evangelista, 
26; Efren Taytay, 35; 
Norman Rentillo, 29; 
Judy dela Cruz, 24; 
Jerry dela Cruz, 28; 
and Joffry Gobalani, 
28, all residents of 
Barangay Calapan- 
dayan here. 

“The wives of 
these fishermen 
came to my office 
and said they re- 
ceived a call from Jan 
Tabios telling them 
that they were safe 
and billeted ina hotel 
in Phuyen,” Lacbain 
said. 

“Tabios, however, 
said they were being 
held because of their 
mounting hotel bills. 
He said they were 
asked to pay $5,000,” 
Lacbain said. 

He said the fisher- 
men left Subic town 
on Feb, 22 to fish in 
Palawan, However, 
strong winds swept 
their boat off the wa- 
ters of Vietnam. Allan 
‘Macatuno with a re- 
port from Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


ed 


Zambo fire destroys 
hundreds of homes 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—HUNDREDS 
of people here were rendered 
homeless when a fire, triggered by 
an unattended lighted candle, 
broke out Thursday night in Baran- 
gay Camino Nuevo, 

Major Janice Espero, chief of 
the city fire department, said the 
fire, considered the biggest to hit 
the city in years, started at Fermin 
Drive around 6:30 p.m. 

Tt then spread to nearby Baran- 
gay Canelar before firefighters 
managed to put it under control. 

When the fire was over, a 5- 
hectare area was reduced to ash- 
esand debris. 

‘The social welfare office said it 
was still consolidating the total 
number of people who lost their 
homes but conceded it could be 
over a thousand. 

Espero placed the number of 
houses destroyed by the fire bet- 
ween 1,500 to 2,000. 

“We estimated around P50 mil- 
lion worth of damages,” she said. 

The area razed by the fire in- 
cluded a slum. 

City Health Officer Rodel Ag- 
bulos said a number of residents 
suffered minor injuries as they 
tried to salvage their belongings. 

He said it was fortunate that no 
one died. 

“Our firefighters worked so 


Lack of fish threatens 


Pangasinan 


BAYAMBANG, PANGASINAN— 
‘The buro (fermented fish and 
rice) industry of this central 
Pangasinan town is in peril due 
to lack of freshwater fish from 
the Mangabul fisheries reserva- 
tion, Mayor Leocadio de Vera 
said. 

‘Mangabul is a 2,059-hectare 
marshland between this town 
and Camiling and Moncada 
towns in Tarlac, It is criss- 
crossed by at least 10 creeks, 
the biggest of which is the Coli- 
sao Creek. 

During summer, the whole 
area, including the creeks’ 
banks, becomes a colorful field 
of rice, corn, vegetables and 
onions. On rainy days, 454 
hectares of the. reservation 
turn into a lake where different 
fish species abound. 

But De Vera said the lake 
and the creeks have been heav- 
ily silted by lahar from Mt. 
Pinatubo and needed dredg- 
ing, The long dry season has al- 
so contributed to the de- 
creased fish catch. 

He said Mangabul used to 
teem with catfish, mudfish, 
gourami, gray snapper (alisu) 
and other species, and the har- 
vest was more than enough for 
the needs of residents. 


hard for six hours to put out the 
fire,” Espero said, He said the fire 
‘was one of the biggest to hit the 
city. 

‘Among those who helped put 
out the fire were volunteers from 
the Air Transportation Office, the 
Philippine Air Force, Aleson Ship- 
ping Lines and the Chinese com- 
munity 

“We were not able to immedi- 
ately put the fire off because the 
paths were too narrow. We can- 
not bring in the fire trucks and 
there was no water. Our problems 
were complicated by strong 
winds,” she said, 

Espero said based on their in- 
vestigation, the fire was triggered 
by a lighted candle, which was 
left unattended in one of the 
houses. 

Mayor Celso Lobregat said 
he already directed the disas- 
ter office and other agencies to 
extend help to the displaced 
families. 

“This is the biggest fire we have 
had in this city,” Lobregat said. 

Francisco Barredo, city social 
welfare officer, said at least four 
areas had been designated evacu- 
ation centers, including the Ate- 
neo de Zamboanga University. 

Julie S. Alipala, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


‘buro’ trade 


NAKU, PABORITO 
Ko PA NAMANI 
ANG BURO/ 


ILLUSTRATION STEPH BANNO 


“But the harvest has been 
declining throughout the 
years," De Vera said. 

Some makers of buro had to 
buy fish from other areas so 
they can continue making this 
native delicacy, he added. 

He said the residents are ac- 
tually looking forward to the 
heavy rains accompanying the 
La Nifia weather phenomenon 
so the dried up creeks, fed by 
the Agno and Tarlac rivers, will 
have water again, Yolanda 
Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 
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4 kidnap gang suspects killed 


By Marlon Ramos, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


FOUR SUSPECTED GANG MEMBERS 
of the dreaded Waray Waray kidnap- 
for-ransom group, including its alleged 
leader, were killed in an encounter with 
anti-kidnapping operatives and the 
Rizal police just before dawn yesterday 
in Taytay, Rizal. 

Senior Supt. Freddie Panen, Rizal po- 
lice director, identified one of the slain 
suspects as Peter Soriña, said to be the 
gangleader. 

‘Three other suspects have yet to be 
identified, while two more were able to 
escape, Recovered from the group were 
three .45 caliber pistols, a .38 caliber 
pistol and a hand grenade. 

No police officer was hurt during the 
early morning shootout. “This is a big 
blow to kidnappers,” said Deputy Direc- 


tor General Oscar Calderon, chief of the 
Presidential Anti-Crime and Emergency 
Response (Pacer), the elite anti-kidnap- 
ping police unit. 


Group under surveillance 

The police said they recently re- 
ceived information that Sorifia and sev- 
eral other gang members had been 
sighted in Barangay Ugong, Pasig City. 
Pacer operatives placed the area under 
surveillance and confirmed the KFR 
leader's presence. 

Panen said the suspects were spotted 
at 3 am. yesterday while they were 
boarding a white Mitsubishi Adventure 
(WLT 324) in Pasig. 

“When the suspects noticed they 
were being monitored, they fired at the 
vehicles of the Pacer operatives, leading 
to a one-hour running gun battle,” Pa- 
nen told the Inquirer in a phone inter- 
view. 


When the fleeing suspects headed for 
Rizal province, Panen said he ordered 
roadblocks set along major thorough- 
fares in the area. The suspects were 
eventually cornered in a vacant lot 
along a national highway in Barangay 
‘San Juan, Taytay town at around 4 a.m. 


P300,000 bounty 

Chief Supt. Prospero Noble, Calabar- 
zon police director, said Sorifia was in- 
cluded in the most wanted list of kid- 
nappers in the Calabarzon region, and 
had a P300,000 reward for his capture. 

Noble added that Soriña had a pend- 
ing arrest warrant for the kidnapping 
and murder of a businessman whose 
body was dumped in a far-flung area in 
Angono, Rizal, a few days after he was 
abducted in Taytay town last year. 

Sorifia also had a standing arrest 
warrant, issued by a municipal court in 
Leyte, for robbery and homicide. Pacer 


officials said Sorifiawas a suspectin the } 
kidnap of Carrie Choa in June 2005, 
“Choa has identified Sorifia, through 
photos, as one of her abductors,” L 
Calderon said. 


Kidnap cases up this year 

The police disclosed yesterday that 
they had recorded 12 kidnap cases be- 
tween January and March this year, a 
sharp increase compared to the six KFR 1 
cases recorded during the same period | 
last year. 

Last week, a risk consultancy firm * 
had said weak rule oflaw, rampant cor- | 
ruption and ineffective law enforce- 
ment contributed to the Philippines’ 
reputation as Asia's kidnapping 
hotspot. 

Police officials did not contest the 
firm's findings but urged the media to 
directly ask victims or their families to 
assess police work. 
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IF YOU HAVE SEN. PANFILO LACSON 
fora friend, you don't need enemies. 

Lacson said Wednesday his former 
boss and friend, ex-President Erap, re- 
ceived jueteng money to fund his 
‘Muslim Youth Foundation. 

Goodness gracious, the former 
Philippine National Police chief just 
buried Erap in the mud! 

Erap's defense in his plunder trial is 
a complete denial—that he never re- 
ceived a single centavo from jueteng. 

Now comes Lacson with the inerim- 
inating statement against his former 
commander-in-chief. 

Even if Lacson’s motive was to por- 
tray Erap as a philanthropist, he re- 
vealed a secret that would get the for- 


L 


Ramon Tulfo 


mer president the death penalty. 
Mahirap talagang magtago ng sekreto 
angmga gaya ni Ping 
‘THE FIRM is really living it up under 
the present dispensation. I'm refer- 
ring to the law office of Villaraza and 
associates, whose clients include big 
business and top government people. 
When the daughter of Pancho Vil- 


laraza, The Firm's major partner, got 
married recently at scenic Amanpulo 
resort in Palawan, no less than a Navy 
ship was allegedly dispatched to se- 
cure the area. 

Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz, the 
no-show at the Marine headquarters 
standoff, attended the wedding. Cruz 
is one of The Firm's law partners. 
WHEN Villaraza moves around, his car is 
followed by a convoy of bodyguards. He 
has reportedly no less than six body- 
guards when he enters a hotel. 

Why Villaraza needs to have body- 
guards when his life is not in danger is 
beyond the comprehension of fellow 
lawyers. 


Baka marami siyang atraso. 

‘The question is: why has he made 

so many enemies? 
‘THE FIRM is so influential it has 
people deployed in key government 
posts, including the Supreme Court 
and Court of Appeals. 

Many judges and_ prosecutors 
were handpicked by Villaraza’s law 
firm. 

No candidate for a justice or 
judge’s post, or any key position at 
the Department of Justice allegedly 
gets appointed without the blessing 
of The Firm. 

‘The Firm has the golden touch or 
the kiss of death, soto speak. 


Oil overflow revives talks on depot 


ByTinaG. Santos 
and Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘THE GASOLINE OVERFLOW INCIDENT 
at the Pandacan oil depot in Manila on 
‘Thursday has strengthened the city gov- 
emment’s stand that the oil facility 
should be shut down. 

“We never had any talk about the oil 
firms staying in Pandacan. The city gov- 
emment’s stand remains that the oil firms 
would have to leave the area, especially 
after the Thursday incident,” Mayor Lito 
‘Atienza told the Inquinan yesterday. 

Gas overflowed from a storage tank of 
Caltex Philippines on Thursday morning, 
alarming residents living near the oil de- 
pot. The gasoline apparently came from 
apipeline in a storage farm inside the de- 


pot. 

‘Although depot officals said the prob- 
Jem was immediately contained, Atienza 
said he would immediately sign the ordi- 
nance changing the area's classification 
from industrial to commercial/residen- 
tial. 

‘The reclassification of the area under 
the Manila Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan and Zoning Ordinance of 2005 
would make it unsuitable for the depot 
to continue operating. The ordinance 
was supposed to take effect in April 2003 
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CHILDREN who live near the Pandacan oil depot call for its closure after gas 


overflowed from a storage tank Thursday, causing residents to panic. 


but the oil firms have taken the matter to 
court. AS a compromise, the oil firms 
signed an agreement with the city gov- 
ernment to scale down their operations 
in the depot and to provide a “green 
buffer zone” between the oil tanks and 
the residential area. 

However, Atienza stressed that the 


azon 


agreement does not supersede the ordi 
nance which called for the facility's clo- 
sure. “We're urging the oil firms to accel- 
erate the removal ofall other structures, 
they must vacate the area," he added. 
‘The depot on the southern bank of the 
Pasig River near the Nagtahan Bridge is 
maintained by the county's three 


relocation 


biggest oil firms—Petron, Caltex and 
Shell. It consists of large manufacturing 
and storage facilities for petrochemicals 
that are connected by pipelines to re- 
fineries in Batangas province. 

Residents living near the depot ap- 
pealed to the oil companies to conduct 
their “social responsibility programs” in 
the area to make up for the facility's con- 
tinued presence in the city. 

“The residents were alarmed at the 
overflowing incident on Thursday morn- 
ing, but we know that it would be impos- 
sible for us to call for the immediate 
transfer of the depot,” Domingo Seposo, 
chair of Barangay 836 in Pandacan, told 
the INQUIRER. “Apart from ensuring envi- 
ronmental safety, they should also con- 
duct some of their medical missions 
here," he said. 

Seposo said the residents acknowl- 
edged the importance of the oil depot, 
but stressed that they should also receive 
compensation for the looming dangers 
the facility posed like oil spills and explo- 
sions. 

Seposo explained that they formed the 
Fence Line Community for Human Safe- 
ty and Environmental Protection to con- 
duct regular dialogues with officials of 
the oil companies to share their con- 
cems. 
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Makati cops 
see green 
in new HQ 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


POLICEMEN STATIONED AT THE NEW- 
ly opened Makati Police Department 
headquarters will soon be seeing green. 

In time for the celebration of Earth 
Day next month, the four-story high-tech 
building at the corner of Ayala Extension 
and Yakal Street, will be decorated with 
plants to liven up the interior. 

The plants will come from Makati's 
Department of Environmental Services, 
atno extra expense. 


Mood change 

“Plants that can be seen indoors help 
change the mood inside. Foliage softens 
the look of the interiors, especially when 
office spaces are small,” said Lydia Dona- 
to, acting chief of the DES Parks and 
Green Division, 

Donato inspected the police head- 
quarters the other day to check the build- 
ing’ greening requirements. 

“Since we are giving the plants for 
free, the police should take care of its 
maintenance,” said Donato. 

“We will be using plants propagated in 
‘our nurseries, which also supplies orna- 
mentals we provide to other public build- 
ings, including barangay halls and 
schools,” she added. 


Cleanser 
‘Apart from its aesthetic benefits, 
putting potted plants in enclosed premis- 
es could help counter pollutants and 
cleanse the air, said Donato, a botanist. 
“We will put indoor plants like Chinese 
bamboo and fortune plants, which do 
not require much sunlight, in all avail- 
able corners and spaces, "she added. 
Donato said bigger plants in terra-cot- 
ta pots would also be placed at the build- 
ing’s facade. i 
Makati policemen moved into the 
P192-million headquarters early this 
year as the city government wanted to 
have its protective services facilities si 
ated near the business center to make in- 
vestors, workers and tourists feel safe. 


METROBRIEFS _ 


Province of Bukidnon 
Muricipaity of Manolo Forich 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 

INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Local Goverment Unt ol he Muncipal o lancio arch ough Bs ng Award Cone 
RAC ites coats reyslred wn and salad by Pe Pligpre Conkacos Aeedtabn Bors 
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a | OPERATIONS 
| MANAGER 


to manage a Distributor operation 
in the area of Pampanga, Bataan, 
Tarlac, Nueva Ecija and Zambales 


The country’s most 
widely read and 
circulated newspaper 
In the country is 

In need of the 
following: 


QUALIFICATIONS: 

© Atleast 25 years of age; 

© Collage graduates with background 

in sales and marketing; 

© At least 5 years experience in all 

aspects of business operations; 

ighly motivated; aggressive; 

hardworking; 

‘© Must possess excellent oral and 

written communication skils in English, 
Filipino and local dialect 

© Must be based within the 

Pampanga area, otherwise must 

be wiling to relocate; 

© Prafarabiy malo, wiling to work 

in a fast-paced, dynamic and 

flexible environment. 


Send your application 
lovar and comgrehensive 
resuma to: 


GOY Distribution 
Group, Ine. 
Ponthouse, GRBank Bldg. 
Dolores, San Fernando, 
Pampanga 


Droma 
any _SatributionByahon.com 


Or alt: 
Mr. Jose Yap at (045) 861-4878 


Business angle 
eyed in Umale 
assassination 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


POLICE ARE FOCUSING THEIR INVESTIGA- 
tion on the possibility that the assassination 
of businessman Leonardo Umale was busi- 
ness-related. 

In a progress report drafted a week after 
the murder, Task Force Umale headed by East- 
ern Police District director Chief Supt. Charle- 
magne Alejandrino listed three business con- 
flicts which could have motivated the killing. 

The three incidents included an alleged 
land dispute between the businessman and 
his “estranged brother-in-law” about three 
years ago; a tug-of-war over a parking lot be- 
tween him and the Ynareses of Rizal; and his 
interests in the restaurant strip Metrowalk. 

“There is reason to believe that any of the 
three business conflicts may have been the 
root cause of the untimely demise of Mr. 
Umale," the four-page report said. 


Very petty 

But the report also said that other disputes 
involving Umale, like those Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson had listed, needed to be 
looked into, even if the victim's wife, Clarissa, 
had described the cases as “very petty” to 
have motivated the killing. 

Clarissa had accused Singson of master- 
minding the killing of her husband. But in 
denying the allegation, Singson listed nine 
cases he claimed could have motivated the 
murder. Clarissa had already absolved the 
family of Rizal Gov. Casimiro Ynares of any in- 
volvement in her husband's deat 

‘The family instead pointed at the cases in- 
volving Metrowalk, a restaurant strip on Mer- 
alco Avenue, owned by Singson’s associates. 

‘Umale’s lawyer, Agnes Maranan, said the 
restaurant had been placed under receiver- 
ship by the court, giving Umale a chance to re- 
cover his investments in the restaurant. 

Umale’s first wife, Magdalena Santos, who 
had been separated from him for 26 years, al- 
so told the Inquirer she believed the killing 
had something to do with her former hus- 
band’s business interests. 


Ulterior motives 

“Those involved had ulterior motives. Ev- 
eryone knows my husband's financial status. 
It is possible that motive was about money,” 
Santos said. 

Maranan told reporters Clarissa and 
Umale’s children were “starting to feel appre- 
hensive that we cannot get a good investiga- 
tion.” 

She said that the police “don't seem to have 
done anything after a week” especially for a 
sensational case like Umale’s. 

‘The victim was about to enter the Pearl 
Plaza Building in Pasig City last week when 
four men shot him four times in the head. 


Pretestor sues cops 

A MEMBER of a militant party-list group has fled 
criminal charges, including arbitrary detention 
and less serious physical injuries, against police 
officials who arrested him during the dispersal of 
a mock beauty pageant in Quezon City early this 
month. Akbayan member Jessie Dimalsip, 40, 
Yesterday fled charges against Philippine Nation- 
al Police chief Director General Arturo Lomibao, 
Metro Manila police chief Director Vidal Querol, 
Quezon City police director Chief Supt. Nicasio 
Radovan Jr. and the unidentified policemen who 
arrested him. In a complaint before the Quezon 
City prosecutor's office, Dimaisip accused the po- 
lice officers ot violating his rights when they ar- 
rested him during the dispersal of a mock beauty 
pageant at the Timog-Morato Circle on March 6 
He said he was arrested on ilegal assembly 
charges even before the group couid set up their 
protest action in celebration of National Women's 
Month. Dimaisip added that the police officers 
told him he was being arrested for being the 
“leader” of the women's protest action before de- 
positing him inside a police truck. After five min- 
utes, he said he was transferred to a mobile van 
and taken to Camp Karingal. DJ Yap 


No segregation, 
ne collection policy 


BY next month, Muntiniupa’s subdivision resi- 
dents should know that paper must not be mixed 
with plastic when throwing out the garbage. The 
city government 

has announced 

that waste segre- 

gation would be 

strictly observed 

in Muntinlupa's 

more than 80 

subdivisions 

starting in April. 

“The Environment 

Sanitation Center 

(ESC)... will go full blast with its waste segrega- 
tion project in all subdivisions come April or after 
the city ordinance on waste segregation has been 
amended,” a statement from City Hall sald. Right 
now, 24 villages in Muntinlupa have been practic- 
ing waste segregation in line with a local ordi- 


nance on proper garbage disposal, The city has 
been practicing a "No segregation, no collection” 
policy. Under the program, non-biodegradable 
trash like plastic and styrofoam would be collect- 
ed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, while 
biodegradable garbage, including paper and food 
‘waste, would be collected on Tuesdays and 
‘Thursdays. ESC specialist Antonio Ponciano said 
those found to be violating the ordinance would 
be meted fines and other punishment like render- 
ing community service, Tarra V. Quismundo 


Mandaluyong lights up 
MOTORISTS passing through Martinez Street in 
Barangay Addition Hilis, Mandaluyong City, can 
Took forward to a safe journey after Mayor Nep- 
tali M. Gonzales Ii switched on 42 light posts 
along the klometer-ong stretch last week. With 
{wo Bulbs per post every 23 meters, the total 84 
lights make the street the most brightly-litav- 
‘enue in the city. The lighting of Martinez Street is 
ane of Gonzales’ priority projects to ensure the 
protection and safety of motorists in the city. 
Now that the area is well-lit, lawless elements 
wil have no place in the area, the mayor said. 
Martinez Street is a major artery for motorists 
golng to Quezon City, Manila Pasig City, Makati 
City and San Juan. 


Bank robbers shot dead 
TWO suspected bank robbers were Killed dur- 
ing a shootout with policemen in Manila yester- 
day afternoon. PO2 Joseph Kabigting of the 
Manila Police District Homicide Section de- 
scribed the first suspect as 5'4" In height and 
25 to 30 years old, while the second suspect 
was 5'5" tall and 30 to 35 years old. Initial in- 
vestigation showed that Chief Insp. Rino Cor- 
puz of the Philippine National Police Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) and 
his team were conducting survelliance in Sta. 
Cruz based on a tip that a group was planning 
to rob a commercial bank on Rizal Avenue. Cor- 
puz and Insp. Locrego Rodriguez approached 
the suspects as the later alighted from two ve- 
hicles parked at the corner of Batangas and Na- 
tividad Streets at around 1 p.m. When one of 
the suspects suddenly pulled out a gun, a 
shootout between the two groups ensued. 
Kabigting said the police were looking for the 
other suspects. Margaux C. Ortiz 


MUNTINLUPA’S 


“ULTIMATE 10” 

Mayor Jaime R. Fresnedi 
(2nd from right) confers the 
Jaime Fresnedi Medallion on 
‘outstanding student Paolo 
Chua of Paref-Southridge 
Day School during the 13th 
proclamation of the 10 
Muntinlupa Outstanding 
Students (MOST) for this 
year. The annual event 
recognizes the city’s best 
high school students who 
are given college 
scholarships. With Fresnedi 
are (from right) Councilors 
Raul Corro and Artemio 
Simundac. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


The\WORLD 


Violence hits Paris anew as gov't offers talks 


PARIS—VIOLENCE ERUPTED IN 
central Paris again Thursday as ri- 
oters took over a protest march 
over a controversial labor law, 
hurling rocks and bottles at police 
and lighting cars and shops 
ablaze. 

‘The chaos on the Invalides es- 
planade, a chic central neighbor- 
hood dominated by government 
ministries, came as students 
pressed on with a fourth day of 
demonstrations nationwide, even 
as the embattled Prime Minister 
Dominique de Villepin gave 
ground by offering talks with 
trade unions and student groups. 

Police said in the early evening 
that 420 people had been arrest- 
ed across France Thursday, a 
third of them in the capital, main- 
ly for violence, vandalism and at- 
tacks on security forces. 

In Paris 141 people were ar- 
rested after gangs of masked 
youths hurled projectiles, 
smashed shop windows and set 
fire to cars, police said. 

Bands of masked youths, who 


appeared not to be part of the main 
protest march, threw stones and 
‘metal bars at firemen called to put 
outa blaze in a nearby shop. Police 
sealed off the bridges on the near- 
by river Seine and lobbed tear gas 
canisters at the rioters. 

“Violence is the only way of 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Polar melting worse than feared 
WASHINGTON—Polar Ice sheets are melting faster than expected and 
could push sea levels up as much as six meters (20 feet) by 2100, scientists 
‘warned in two studies released Thursday. Based on current warming trends, 
they said, average temperatures could jump "at least” four degrees Fahren- 
helt (2.5 degrees Centigrade) by the end of the century, resembling the last 
great global warming surge 129,000 years ago when seas rose that much. 
This fs a real eye-opener st of results,” sald Jonathan Overpeck of the Uni- 
versity of Arizona, co-author of the studies with Bette Otto-Bllesner of the 
Boulder, Colorado National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR). “The 
Jast time the Arctic was significantly warmer than the present day, the 
Greenland ice Sheet melted back the equivalent of two to three meters (six 
to 10 feet) of sea level,” he said. AFP 


Gandhi quits parliament 

NEW DELHI—The chiet of India's ruling 
Congress party, Sonia Gandhi, quit on Thursday 
as member of parliament and a key advisory 
body, after charges she had violated the consti- 
tution by holding both posts. But the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was 
under no danger, analysts sald, adding that the 
Italian-born Gandhi would likely return to parila- 
mentin six months after a fresh election. They 
Said Gandhi had tried to preempt a campaign by 
the opposition Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Jana- 
ta Party (BJP) over the controversy and claim the moral high ground. 
‘The move was also not expected to hurt her hold over the party t 
added. Reuters 


Rumsfeld not stepping down 
WASHINGTON—US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld Thursday 
brushed off calls for his resignation and said he had no plans to step 
down. “I'm hard at the job, working hard, and getting up every day and 

‘thinking what we can do for the troops and the 
wonderful people who serve our country,” he told 
reporters here. The flurry of calls for Rumsfeld's 
resignation coincided with sinking public support 
for President George W. Bush after three years of 
war in Iraq and new fears of it turning into a full- 
blown civil war. Among those calling for Rums- 
feld's resignation was a recently retired army gen- 
eral who was in charge of training Iraqi security 
forces in the first year after the US invasion of Iraq. 
Maj. Gen. Paul Eaton, in a New York Times opinion 
piece Sunday, sald Rumsfeld had shown himself 
tobe “incompetent strategically, operationally and 
tactically." Rumsfeld also was asked about a New 
York Times column by Maureen Dowd, who sald Rumsfeld was being 
treated at the White House as "an eccentric uncle.” 
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Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL MARITIME POLYTECHNIC 
Cabalawan, Tacloben City Leyte 
Tei. No. (053) 321-3358/3352 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PROCUREMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES 


The National Maritime Polytechnic, through its Bids and Awards 
Commitee (BAC), invites contractors to apply for eligibity and to bid for 
the hereunder project 


Name of Project: Procurement of Security Services 
Twenty (20) Securty Guards rendering 8 hours at 
Php 8656.41 / security guardimonth duty daily 


Location NMP Training Complex, Cabalawan, Tacloban City 
Approved Budget 
for the Contract, 


Contract Duration 


Php 2,493,045.60 
‘One Year 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 
project within the last two years with an amount of at least 50% of the 
proposed project for bidding. The eligibility check/Screening as well as 
Preliminary Examination of Bids shall, use non-<iscretionary “passa” 
criteria. Post qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
‘Al particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations 
(RR) 

‘The complete schedule of activites is listed, as follows: 
ACTIVITIES: SCHEDULE 


Issuance of Bid Documents _| April 3 - 7, 2008 
Pre-bid Conference Aprl 10, 2008; 200 pm @ 
NMP Conference Room 


‘Submission of Application 
for Eligibity & Bid Proposal 
‘Opening of Bids 


Apri 10 - 21, 2006 
Apri 21, 2008, 600 am @ 
NMP Conference Room 

a Apri 21 - May 5. 2006 

Post qualification May 8-12, 2008 

Notice of Av May 15, 2006 

Bid documents wil be avaiable only lo prospective bidders upon payment 
of a non-refundable amount of Php 2,500.00 to the NMP Cashier. 


The NMP assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or 
indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of 
the bid 


Bid Evaluation 


(Sgd.) ROSITA C. BERINGUEL 


tN 9 Apt 20) BAC Charman 


FRENCH President Jacques Chirac leaving EU summit in a huff. nevress 


Sap TTR People had participated. 

Cashes also took place between 
police and protesters in the Mediter- 
ranean port of Marseille, the cities of 
Rennes, Grenoble and Lyon, and the 
Paris suburbs of Savigny-sur-Orge, 
Creteil and Rueil-Malmaison. 

Sixty people were injured na- 
tionwide, including 27 police offi- 
cers, according to statistics released 
in a statement, while one 21-year- 
old man was taken to hospital in 
Paris with serious head injuries. 

Protests against the govem- 
ments contested First Employ- 
ment Contract (CPE) have re- 
peatedly turned violent, but the 
government said the youth-domi- 
nated demonstrations and 
marches had been dwindling 
since the first major shows of 
force earlier this month. 

The disturbances came as 
Villepin’s government began to 
give first hints of conciliation in 
the crisis, with the premier 
preparing to hold open-agenda 
talks with the main trade unions 
on Friday. AFP 


making yourself heard,” said Bap- 
tiste, a youth from a Paris suburb 
observing the demonstration. “If 
(the government) wants to have a 
goatus, we'll have a go back." 
Some 220,000 people, by offi- 
cial count, took part in the 
protests. Organizers said 450,000 


Tortoise, believed to be 250 years old, 


ADDWAITA, a giant Aldabra tortoise believed to be the world’s 
oldest surviving tortoise, in June 29, 2005 photo. 


Exciting Opportunities for Geologist 

A leading International mining company is seeking professional and 
committed Geologist to boost their Geological team for a major narrow 
vein gold development project in Compostela Valley, Mindanao. 

The positions are: 


ONE (1) SR. MINE GEOLOGIST 
Qualifications: 

1.) Ucensed Geologist with at least 5 years experience working 

în an underground gold mine; 

2.) Must have good working knowledge in grede control, 
underground mapping and sampling routine as practiced In an 
‘operating gold mine; 

3.) Must possess good supervisory and managerial skits; 
4.) Must be computer iterate. 


TWO (2) SR. EXPLORATION GEOLOGIST 
Qualifications: 
Licensed Geologist; 
At least 5 years experience in gold and/or copper exploration; 
‘Adept in geological mapping routines, both direct plotting and 
(GPS - and computer aided techniques; 
Experienced In planning and supervision of exploration 
diamond driling, and experienced in dril-core logging; 
Possess good supervisory and managerial skiis; 
Computer iterate, preferably familiar in using AutoCad and 
Mapinfo; 
Report writing abilty essential. 


TWO (2) JR. MINE GEOLOGIST 
Qualifications: 
1) Ucensed Geologist; 
2) At least 1 year experience working as underground geologist 
In an operating goid mine; 
Knowledge of grade control, geological mapping and sampling 
routine essential; 
Computer Merate; 
Knowiedge in the use of AutoCAD and Mapinfo would be 
preferable. 


FOUR (4) JR. GEOLOGIST 
Qualifications: 
1) BS Geology graduate; 
2) Preferably lensed but new graduate may apply; 
3.) Computer Merate; 
4.) Knowledge in the use of AutoCAD and/or Mapinfo would be 
preferable. 


‘The positions are site based and successful candidates will be offered a 
regular employment package Including benefits after regularization. 


Candidates who meet the criteria above and wish to be considered foe 
‘one of the positions may submit a detailed resumé induding a photograph 
by e-mail to workoxperts@skvinet.net (Work Experts & Alied 
Services, Inc. at Rm. 311 HBC Bldg., Alvarez St, Davao City) by 
28 March 2006. 


Interviews fo shortlisted candidates will take place In Metro Manila and 
Davao City on Aprii 2006. 


Chirac walks out of EU, 
makes language an issue 


BRUSSELS—French President 
Jacques Chirac walked out of a 
European Union summit on 
Thursday after a French business 
leader spoke in English, adding 
linguistic patriotism to a row over 
‘economic nationalism. 

Facing violent street protests at 
home over a disputed youth em- 
ployment law, Chirac briefly led 
his delegation out of the room 
when the head of the EU business 
lobby switched from French to 
what he called “the language of 
business.” 

The incident, confirmed by 
French officials, came on top of a 
row over alleged protectionism 
by Paris, which dominated lead- 
ers’ comments to the media but in 
typical EU fashion was not men- 
tioned directly in the summit 
chamber. 


Controversy over a shotgun 
wedding between two French 
energy giants brokered by Paris 
to stave off a potential rival Ital- 
ian bid upstaged the official 
business of launching a com- 
mon EU energy policy and 
agreeing measures to promote 
jobs and growth. 

“We cannot be open for busi- 
ness with the rest of the world 
and be closed to each other,” Eu- 
ropean Commission President 
Jose Manuel Barroso said in an 
indirect criticism of governments 
seeking to obstruct cross-border 
mergers in Europe. 

Barroso and Austrian Chancel- 
lor Wolfgang Schuessel, who 
chaired the talks, insisted the 
summit would go down in history 
for the birth of a joint European 
strategy onenergy. Reuters 


dies in zoo 


‘Addwaita arrived in the zoo in 
1875. Zoo officals say she was one 
of four tortoises brought to India by 
British sailors from the Seychelle is- 
lands as a gift for Lord Robert Clive 
of the East India Company. Clive 
was instrumental in establishing 
British colonial rule in India, before 
he retumed to England in 1767. 

While the other three tortoises 
died, Addwaita reportedly 
thrived, living in Clive's garden 
before being moved to the zoo. 

Aldabra tortoises come from 
the Aldabra atoll in the Seychelle 
islands in the Indian Ocean, and 
often live to more than 100 years 
of age. Males can weigh up to 250 
kg (650 1b). 

‘According to local Forest Min- 
ister Jogesh Burman, Addwaita, 
the zoo's biggest attraction, had 
been unwell for the last few days. 

“We were keeping a watch on 
him. When the zoo keepers went to 
his enclosure on Wednesday they 
found him dead,” Burman said. 

‘Addwaita was cremated he 
said. AP 


CALCUTTA, INDIA—A GIANT TOR- 
toise thought to be one of the world’s 
coldest creatures has died in a Caleut- 
ta zoo, ending a life that spanned 
much of modem Indian history. 
Local lore said Addwaita, the 
Aldabra tortoise whose name means 
“the one and only’ in the local Bengali 
language, was some 250 years old. 
That, however, would have 
made him much older than the 
‘world’s oldest documented living 
animal: Harriet, a 176-year-old 
Galapagos tortoise who lives at 
the Australia Zoo north of Bris- 
bane, according to the zoo's web- 
site. She was taken from the is- 
land of Isla Santa Cruz by Charles 
Darwin in the 19th century. 
Calcutta zoo officials, however, 
insist Addwaita was far older. 
“According to records in the zoo, 
the age of the giant tortoise, Ad- 
waita, who died on Wednesday, 
would be 250 years approximately’ 
said zoo director Subir Chowdhury. 
‘The zoo wants to carbon date 
her shell to determine exactly 
how old she was. 


Republic of the Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 
‘South Luzon Operations and Maintenance 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Construction of Lineman’s (Operator's Villa at Batangas Substation 
[TRANS-06-CLVBS-EG-04) 


“The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM. through tho Internal 
Cash Generation (ICG) intends to apply the sum of Three Nihon Four Hundred 
Eny Seven Thousand Four Hundred Forty Five & 62/100 (Pnp3.487,445 82) bang 
{he Approvoa Budget for Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for 
Constructor of Lineman Operators Vila at Batangas Substation. Bids recened in 
Siess of the ABC shali be automaticaly rejected at Bla opening. 

"The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM now invites potential 
sider to submit Later of Intent (LO!) and apiy for elgibitiy fr the constuction 
Slinemar'sloperaior’s vila et batangas substation Bidders should possess a valid 
PCAS hearse win License Particular of at least “Category D & C. General Bling’ 
Erd Regavadon Parvcuiar of at least “Smal B-Buiding & Industnal Plan’, must 
Bre maasi compioied single contrat simiar to the contract to be bid inyong 
‘epenence in construction of oll ypes of bulding, ie, housing. schools. hospitals, 
maet mull-storey buldings, airport terminala & other rolated structures Tho 
Tave of wiven should be at ast 50% of Ihe ABC. and meet the other minimum 
Chpbaty cequrements stated in the algiointy documents. Appkcations for eligiy 
Mi be evaluated on a ‘passfat” basis The last day for submission of eigiilty 
‘ocurents shal be on the same date of the opening o! Ehgiblty documents. Apr 
12006. 000 AM al iho address mentoned inthe next succeeding paragraphs. 
Oriy those Bidders pasting te eigiilly chech wil be entitled to purchase the 
Edding Document Completion of the works is required by 125 calendar days. 


Bidding wii bø conducted trough open competie bidding procedures as specifod 


awarded to me Lowes! Coiculnted 
‘Such during post-qualieaton 

Interested Bidders shal secur the Etgiity documents from the BAC Secretariat 
at the aosress stato below. staring March 27-Apr. 10, 2008 from 8 00 AM to 500 
Pht upon paymant of a non-refundable feo of Php?.000 00. They shall eubm thai 
Ecconpished Eligiolty documenta on or before Apri 11. 2008. 9.00 AM, at the 
‘ores address. Eigity Sereoning shall be held on Apri 11, 2006, 9.00 A. M at the 
GAVP Conference Room B ofthe slated address. 


Php500 00. The Bidding 
fhe suorzed representativo 

“The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION COF 
CConterenee open to al Engle Bidders on 
Gotterence Room Transco, SLOM San Viconte Binan, Laguna 

‘Deadine for submission of bids ie on May 15, 2008, 930 A M a! tho address 
below At Bide must be accompanied by a Bid Security 1n any of tho 
Tfoieated under Secion 272 of R. A D184, Ba opening shal be ont 
flay 18.2008, 830 AM at he OAVP Conference Room B of Transco SL. 

Bice shall noi be ecceplod. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Baders’ 
fepresentatves who choose to siiond. 

"The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM resorves the mgt 1o 
‘accept or roel any Bid. and fo annul the bidding process and reject al Bids ot any 
Sine prior 1o contact award, wihout thereby meurnng any hobity 10 the aliecied 
Bidder or Bidders 

National Transmission Corporation - South Luzon Operations & Maintenance 

Regensi Contracts Menagoment Office (RCMO) 

San Vicente Binan. Laguna 4024 

Mr Ruben G. Casiuora = BAC Charman, 

102) 081-4578 1078 local 4094, 4088, 4053 

1gcastuera@uransco ph 

1821 961-4876 10 78 local 4007 

‘ww vaneco ph 


(Sod) RUBEN G. CASTUERA 
BAC Charman 
‘Approved for pubication 
R D RAMAS 
Managor, Admnstaton 8 
Hond, BAC Secretanat 


The two Canadians and a 
Briton, seized in November, were 
alone in the house. No shots were 
fired in the operation, which was 
swiftly mounted after a suspect 
detained on Wednesday night re- 
vealed their location, a US gener- 


ued Detve hacks oft ea Manch 


alin Baghdad said. 

News of the release emerged as 
a suicide car bomber blew him- 
self up outside the headquarters 
of the Iraqi police's major crimes 
unit in Baghdad, killing 25 peo- 
ple and wounding 35 in one of 
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theNNORLD 
Western hostages rescued in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD—BRITISH-LED FORCES RESCUED 
three Christian peace activists from captivity on 
Thursday after finding them tied up ina house in 
western Baghdad, two weeks after their Ameri- 
can colleague was tortured and killed. 


the worst attacks on the police in 
recent months. 

Another car bomb targeting a 
police patrol in a market in south- 
‘western Baghdad killed seven 
people several hours later. 

Nine Iraqi soldiers were also 
killed when a suicide bomber hit 
their patrol near the Al Asad US 
air base in western Iraq, interior 
ministry sources said. 

The violence has underlined 
increasingly urgent calls by 
‘Washington for politicians to end 
a deadlock that has stalled forma- 


gealitied participants starts al gum. Attendees are catitted te Panes worth af free 


tion of a unity government three 
months after elections. 

Officials said party leaders would 
gather on Saturday after a break for 
holidays of several days to resume 
high-level negotiations. Lower-level 
talks may take place on Friday. 

Parliament, however, is unlike- 
ly to meet until next month. 

“Ts great to be free," Briton Nor- 
man Kember, 74, said after British 
and other forces freed him and 
Canadian fellowhostages Jim 
Loney, 41, and Harmeet Sooden, 32. 

The tortured body of another 


Fuel Success. 


T HONDA 


activist, American Tom Fox, was 
found dumped in the capital two 
weeks ago. 

A British Embassy official said 
the three men were in “good 
shape” in the embassy. Kember 
was “happy and relaxing.” 

US military spokesperson, Maj 
Gen. Rick Lynch said two people had 
been detained during an operation 
on Wednesday night, one of whom 
gave crucial information that led to 
the raid being mounted at 8 a.m. 

“It was three hours between 
‘when we got the information and 
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when we released the hostages,” 
Lynch said. 

The men were found in a room 
ina house in west Baghdad, a Sun- 
niinsurgent stronghold. There was 
no sign of their captors. 

Lynch said they appeared to be 
victims of a “kidnapping cell that 
has been robust over the past sev- 
eral months.” 

A British military spokesper- 
son, Wing Commander Tony Rad- 
cliffe, said the trio's release was 
part of “an ongoing operation re- 
lated tohostages.” Reuters 


South Korea gets first 
woman prime minister 


SEOUL—SOUTH KOREA WAS 
set for its first woman prime min- 
ister on Friday after President 
Roh Moo-hyun named lawmaker 
and former jailed democracy ac- 
tivist to succeed a veteran legis! 
tor who quit over a golfing gaffe. 

If approved by parliament, 
Han Myeong-sook is expected to 
use her moderate image to patch 
upa stormy relationship between 
the government and opposition 
parties ahead of local elections. 

“President Roh expects the nom- 
inee, Han, will carry out major pol- 
icy goals stably and progressively 
through her soft leadership and a 
forceful administrative drive,” the 
Blue House said in a statement. 

Han, 61, would replace power- 
ful veteran legislator Lee Hae- 
chan, a five-term member of the 
unicameral National Assembly 
who quit over criticism for play- 
ing golf with businessmen on a 
public holiday while a railway 
strike caused transport chaos. 

Han's image as a moderate and 
a relative absence of expected 
disapproval from opposition par- 
ties played highly in Rob's deci- 
sion to nominate her, a Blue 
House official said. 

Lee's two years in office were 
marked by bitter political clashes 
with the opposition, which called 
him arrogant, 

South Korean prime ministers are 
usually figueheads under strong 
presidents, although Roh gave Lee 
sweeping power on domestic policy. 
It was not clear whether Han would 
command similar authority. 

“The main opposition Grand Na- 
‘ional Party rated highly Han's work 
in civil society and in parliament, but 
said she must now give up her mem- 


HAN REUTERS 


bership in the ruling Uti Party to en- 
sure her and the government's neu- 
trality in the upcoming local elections, 

Voters will pick governors, 
mayors and county officers 
throughout the country in the 
May 31 elections. 

Born in Pyongyang in 1944 be- 
fore the Korean War, Han spent 
much of her career in women’s 
and environmental movements 
and served a prison term between 
1979 and 1981 pushing for 
democracy under the authoritari- 
an rule of Chun Doo-hwan. 

The former feminist leader was 
the first minister for gender equality 
when the post was created in 2001 
and was later environment minister 

‘Under South Korean law, par- 
liament must hold a confirmation 
hearing within 15 days of receiv- 
ing a presidential request and 
vote on the nomination within 20 
days. Reuters 


Thaksin-founded mobile 
firm hurting from boycott 


BANGKOK—THAILAND'S TOP 
mobile operator, Advanced Info 
Service (AIS), said Friday it was 
feeling the pain of a boycott called 
by opponents of embattled Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 

AIS, the flagship unit of tele- 
coms giant Shin Corp., which was 
founded by Thaksin, said sub- 
scribers were canceling its ser- 
vices because of the company’s 
Jink with the premier. 

“Some customers canceled our 
products. When we asked them 
why, they said they were cancel- 
ing because of Thaksin. We ac- 
cepted their opinions and we 
have to be patient,” said an AIS 
official who declined to be 
named. 

“This political crisis was start- 
ing to affect us negatively. It has 
affected our morale,” she said. 
She declined to give the number 
of cancellations but added the 
company would release such fig- 
ures in May. 

Thaksin, under allegations of 
abuse of power and corruption, 
has faced near daily demonstra- 
tions demanding his resignation 
AnticThaksin groups will again 
hold another mass protest in 
Bangkok on Saturday. 

‘Opponents of Thaksin have al- 
so called for a boycott of compa- 
nies linked to Thaksin, his friends 
and supporters, and Singapore's 
state-linked investment firm 
‘Temasek, which now owns more 
than 96:percent stake in Shin 
Corp. 

Simmering criticism of 
‘Thaksin's autocratie style explod- 
edin late January, when his fami- 
ly earned $1.9 billion by selling 


THAKSIN 


its 50-percent stake in Shin Corp. 
to Temasek without having to pay 
tax, 

After buying the stake from 
Thaksin's family, Temasek 
launched a mandatory tender of- 
fer and bought an additional 
46.91 percent of Shin Corp. 

Separately, Temasek made a 
mandatory tender offer to buy 
AIS, which controls over 50 
percent of the Thai cell phone 
market with 16.3 million 
users. 

‘The tender offer for AIS ended 
on Tuesday and Temasek was ex- 
pected to announce its details by 
March 28. 

Temasek-owned Shin Corp. 
has a 43-percent stake in AIS 
while Temasek-controlled Singa- 
pore ‘Telecommunications 
(SingTel) holds a 19-percent 
stake in the mobile phone unit, 
‘The rest is owned by individual 
investors, AFP 
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HEART CARE DIAGNOSTIC, NC. 
i DELOS BANTOR-STI MEDICAL CENTER 
8r. Biva. Quezon Cy 
Telephone a 0846 
OFFERS 2D-ECHOCARDIOGRAM 
WITH COLOR DOPPLER STUDY 
HIGH QUALITY AT VERY 
AFFORDABLE COST 
USES DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY FOR 
FAST AND RELIABLE RESULTS 


BAP sec gen arrested, detained 


Lim to be deported to Taiwan as soon as agencies clear him of pending cases 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


MONTHS AFTER HE WAS ORDERED EXPELLED FROM THE 
country, Basketball Association of the Philippines secretary gener- 
al Graham Lim was arrested yesterday in his Manila office by Bu- behind 
reau of Immigration agents who had been staking out the area. 


Lim, who was earlier ordered deported for 
misrepresenting himself as a Filipino, was 
brought briefly to the BI office in Intramuros after 
his arrest at the BAP office at the Rizal Memorial 
Sports Complex. He was later transferred to the 

bureau's detention center in Bicutan, Taguig. 

BI intelligence chief Faizal Hussin said Lim did 
‘not resist arrest when confronted by immigration 

operatives, who were armed with a warrant of 
deportation issued by BI commissioner Alipio 

> Femandez, Jr. Lim had maintained that he is a 

ipino, Hussin added. 

Hussin also said that the BI operatives had 

searched for Lim for over two months, but the lat- 
terhad proved elusive. 

Lim would be deported to Taiwan as soon as 
the bureau is through getting the clearance from 
various government agencies stating that Lim has 
no pending cases, said Hussin. 

“if there are pending cases against him, he 
can't be deported unless these are resolved,” the 
intelligence chief said in an interview. 

Hussin also said that generally, the BI could 
not grant bail to aliens if its Board of Commis- 
sioners had already issued a deportation order. 

‘However, the immigration commissioner also 
has the discretion to grant bail to detainees, 
Hussin added. 


Restraining order 

BI special prosecutor Arvin Santos said only a 
restraining order from the Court of Appeals could 
stop the bureau from expelling the basketball of- 
ficial from the country He added that Lim has a 
pending application for certiorari and for the is- 
suance of a temporary restraining order on his 
deportation before the CA. 

"The BI Board of Commissioners earlier ruled 
that Lim is a citizen of the Republic of China (Tai- 
wan). It said Lim violated immigration law by 
misrepresenting himself as a Filipino and using a 
Philippine passport. 

‘Among the evidence the bureau took into ac- 
count in issuing the decision was Lim's petitions 
for naturalization before a Manila Regional Trial 
Court and the Office of the Solicitor General, his 

Taiwanese passport, his alien certificate of regis- 
tration and his birth and marriage certificates. 

Lim appealed the decision before the legal de- 


Lim 


says POC 


his arrest 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


Bagong Diwadetention cell. 


partment of the Office of the President, which 
twice denied his motion. Malacafiang denied his $ 
appeal with finality on Nov. 9 last year 

Lim earlier claimed that he is a Filipino citizen. 
He alleged, among other things, having been 
‘bom and raised here in the Philippines. 

He said that, based on the Treaty of Paris, 
which declared all inhabitants of the country as 
Filipinos, his ancestors are Filipinos as well. 

The Malacañang resolution dismissing 
Lim’s appeal stated that the BAP offi- 
cial—whose questionable control of the na- | 
tional basketball agency had caused grave į 
shame for the country in international tour- } 
naments—failed to submit evidence to prove | 
that his ancestors had been residents of the 
Philippines when the treaty was signed. 

‘The resolution also stated that, even if Lim was 
bom in the Philippines, that does not automati- 
cally make him a Filipino since the country oper- 
ates under the doctrine of jus sanguinis, wherein 
a person follows the citizenship of his parents. 


BASKETBALL ASSO- 
cation of the Philip- 
pines secretary general 
Graham Lim accused 
the Philippine Olympic 
Committee of master- 
minding his arrest and 
detention yesterday at 
the Camp Bagong Di- 
wain Bicutan, Parañ- 


naque. 
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Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax no.: (047) 252-1223 
GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City 


Pare, 
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‘yun?! 
Tindee!!! 
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Tunay na kada-segundo 


Tel, no.: 646-7739 Fax no.: 668-1378 
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3-pointer — 3-pointer 


lang yun! fang yun! 


Focus on Magnolia, 


Panalo!!! Panalo!!! 


| Viloria in PBL opener 


GAMES TODAY (San Andres Gym) 
4 p.m.—Opening ceremony 
2 p.m—Montana vs TeleTech 

4 p.n.—Magnoliavs Granny Goose 


TO STAY FIRMLY FOCUSED, NOW THAT 
most of the wards will be crossing over to 
the pros at the end of the conference, will 
be the main challenge for the Magnolia 
Spinners in the PBL Unity Cup. 

“The only emphasis I can give to the team is 
teamwork,” said Magnolia Koy Banal. “Since 
many of the players are tuming pro, they 

4 might play individually” 

‘The Spinners will kick off their campaign 
for a second straight title against Granny 
Goose Tortillos at 4 p.m. 

‘The Montaña Jewels and league newcomer 

|- TeleTech Titans will dash in the 2 p.m. opener, 


Aces run Pals’ 
through the shredder 


GAME TODAY (Urdaneta Sports & Cultural Center 
4:30 p.m— San Miguel Baar vs Red Bull 
GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:10 p.m.—Putefoods vs Alaska 
6:30 p.m—TalkN Text vs Coca-Cola 


By June Navarro 


ALASKA POUNCED ON TALK ‘N TEXT'S TESTY 
transformation into a defense-oriented team and 
carved out a methodical 86-79 victory last night 
inthe Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup 
atthe Cuneta Astrodome. 

Mike Cortez exposed the holes of that meta- 
morphosis by drilling in crucial baskets from 
afar, capped by back-to-back triples that helped 
the Aces to their third win in five games. 


right after the the opening ceremony at 1 pm. 

World boxing champion Brian Viloria will 
be the guest of honor, while the Rivermaya 
band will also grace the event. 

Banal wili still be sticking to his tested roster 
led by Arwind Santos and Kelly Williams. 

“There's a saying why fix it when it’s not 
broken,” said Banal. "Maybe later, if something 
happens, when we're no-longer in the right 
track, then welll adjust our lineup.” 

Magnolia bagged the Heroes Cup title re- 
cently behind Williams, who averaged 12.6 
points and 11.4 rebounds in the series, and San- 
tos, who normed 11.4 points and 9.4 boards. 

Jerry Codifiera, named among the 25 all- 
time best PBA players, will debut as head 
‘coach along with rookie squad TeleTech. 

“We've put up a competitive lineup, so we're 
ready" said Codiñera. Jasmine W. Payo | 


defense 


“Any time you do something new, it will defi- 
nitely take time,” said Alaska coach Tim Cone, 
referring to the Phone Pals’ departure from their 
usual offensive-minded formula. 

“eS easier to take over a team and continue the 
system than overhauling the entire approach, 
‘which coach Derrick (Pumaren) has been doing.” 

Pumaren took the helm at Talk'N Text, replac 
ing Joel Banal, at the start of the conference and 
brought ina defensive philosophy that had made 
great strides in the league in the mid-1990s. 

‘The two-time champion coach led Swift to a 
near Grand Slam in 1995 with a system built on 
defense. 

“We've faced each other many times in the 
past and its always a defensive barle against 
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Az 
S'pore 
squad 
vying in 
DHL golf 


ANEIGHTMANSIN- 
gapore squad is seeing 
action in the DHL- 
WWWExpress Nation 
al Amateur Golf 
Championships firing 
offon Tuesday at Can- 
golfs north course. 

Jonathan Leongand 
three other members of 
the squad that placed 
second to RP in the last 
Southeast Asian Games 
are in the fold. 

‘The others are Choo 
Tze Huang, Goh Kun 
Yang and Quincy Quek. 

Expected to lead the 
local challenge in the 
four-day championship 
sponsored by DHL and 
WWWExpress are Can 
golf mainstays Jay Bay 
ron, Boyet Saragoza, 
Ronnie Torrecampo, JR 
Tanpinco and 2004 
champion Jun Bemis. 

Keen competition is 
also seen in the girls 
side with reigning RP 
Ladies champion Deb- 
bie de Villa leading the 
chase for the tite. 

Meanwhile, registra- 
tion ends at 
today. For inquiries, call 
NGAP at 525-6987 or 
524-5160. 


Oliva-Meroy 
pair tops 
Jaguar/Land 
Rover Invt’l 


SEVERINO OLIVA AND 
Francisco Meroy carded 
50 points to rule the 


15-17 atthe 

Golf Club. The Oliva 

Meroy tandem bested 18 
other pairs and eared 
the right to represent 
Jaguar Philippines in the 
exclusive Jaguar World 
Golf Tournament in Gle- 
eagles, Scotland in 
June. Oliva and Meroy 
wil ly to Scotland and 
back via Air France-KLM. 
The team of Rudy Fulo 
and Isagani Buenaflor 
Scored 48 points and 
Settled for second place, 
winning by countback in 
the last three holes over 
the pair of Nancy Coand 
Pol Puente. Now an its 
seventh year, the 
Jaguar/Land Rover Golf 
Invitational brings to- 
(gether owners of Jaguar 
and Land Rover, and 

special guests. Jaguar 
Phils. was again joined 
by its long-time partners, 
including Petron Corp. 
Air France-KLM (the offi- 
cial carrier), Exo-Armor- 
ing, MAA General Assur 
ance Philippines, 
Lucerne, Lacoste, MOL 
Philippines, Hotel nt 
continental, DHL-WWW 
Express, Citigold Wealth 
Management, Amanpulo 
Resorts, Calaway Got 

El Nido Resorts, Ideal Vi 
sion Center, Johnny 
Walker, Clarins, Loewe 
fragrances and Pisanti. 
as well as Unilever, Coca 
sola and Bose 


Scooters 
strike back 


SCOOT66 AND EURO- 
coot, two of the most 
prominent European 
scooter clubs in the 
ountry, collide in the 
first European Scooter 
Club Track Day tomor- 
row atthe Carmona Cir 
cuit Philippines in Car 
mona, Cavite. Members 
‘of both clubs clash in 
both the geared and au: 
tomatic categories of the 
snt dubbed as the 
Wars. The 


ment, Alessandra Rac 
ing. inc., Bosch Autor 
tive, Euro Motors Corp, 
Kainan sa Dalampasigan. 
Sunbolt Sports Drink, 
Stoplight TV, Inside Rac 
ing, Scooterista Maga- 
zine and REV Magazine 
CCo-tavorites Alfie Lim 
and Cltford Certeza are 
set to renew their per: 
sonal rivalry for the right 
to be called “King ot the 


How Monico kept us all spellbound 


IVE KNOWN BACOLOD RER MONICO 
Puentevella for years, but it took a concert at 
Merk's Bistro for me to become his fan. 

Until last Monday night, I didnt know he 
could sing. Or that he was a “Tawag ng Tangha: 
Tan” champion decades ago. 

Monico, also the first vice president of the 
Philippine Olympic Committee, a te at 
Merk's for the fundraising concert for media 
men Bert Cuevas and Butch Maniego, both ser 
ously afflicted with diabetes. 

When he leamed that he was going to be 
asked to sing, Monico, attempting to escape 
crept towards the exit. 

He almost made it, but an ea 
Richard Merk caught him dead on his tracks 
and dragged him back inside. 


Monico regaled the audience with three 
songs. We were all spellbound. He's really 
good. He sang Louie Armstrong's “What a 
Wonderful World,” “You'll Never Walk 
Alone,” and another popular ditty whose ti- 
tle I can't recall. No one could. Everyone 
must have been soused. 


In HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


Richard said Monico was unbeaten as 
“Tawag ng Tanghalan” champion for months 
until superstar Nora Aunor unseated him. 

Frankly, like Monico’s voice and style bet 
ter than the legendary Aunor. I still have to 
double-check, though, if it was really Nora 
Aunor who had unseated Monico. 

Like the congressman, I also arrived late 
at Merk's, having just flown in from Hong 
Kong that day, where the Talk ‘N Text-Pure- 
foods game was held over the weekend 

1 was lucky to catch Monico, Dingdong 
Eduque’s Route 70 (Dingdong is the son of 
the late Tito Eduque, local basketball's leg 
endary coach), and The Dream Kitchen band 
featuring Philippine Tribune sports editor 


Aldrin Cardona on the lead guitar. 
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From page A21 

this ever since, these people have no con- 

science,” said Lim. “Everybody is after my 

deportation because of my position. But | 

was elected in my association 
‘Wearing an orange shirt and Khaki pants, 

Lim was detained with nine other foreigners 

in one cell with no electricity. Visibly stressed, 

he questioned the legality of his arrest 
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him,” said Cone. “But give Der 
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POC behind RP capture gold 


in world muay tilt 


t, detention — prose sas 
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SPORTS 
WATCH 
LSGH hoops 


camp slated 
THE LA SALLE GREEN 
Hills Summer Basketball 
ump kicks off on April 
3 The program is de- 
Signed for elementary 
and high school students 
aged 7 to 17. Nor-La 
Satians are welcome to 
ion, Two modules con- 
sting of eight sessions 
ach wil be offered. The 
frst module starts on 
oril 3and ends on April 
28 while the second is 
trom May 1-17. Ses- 
ions wili beheld from 1 
pm. t0330 pm. Regis- 
tration fee is P2,000in- 
clusve ofa reversible 
jersey. For inauiries, call 
TIT or 721-2000. 


LPC cockfest 


finals today 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP 
‘ound ofthe "Pamigay 
Premyo” -oock derby 
begins at7 p.m. today 
teaturing 60 explosive 
matches atthe Las Piñas 
Coliseum Asida from the 
26 qualifiers from Thurs- 
‘days elimination round, 
15 more participants will 
ion the batie for prizes 
totaling P150,000 
tonight, said coliseum 
manager Alex Tobias. 
Meanwhile, a bonus of 
P20,000 await the first 
20 winners of LPC reg- 
ular hacidight schedule 
from Monday to Sunday. 
For inquiries, call 873- 
1040 or 874-3910. 


Jobo 5-cock 
tilt Monday 


DERBY CHAMPIONS 
figure in a grand battle 
when the Jobo §-Cock 
Derby kicks off on Mon- 
day atthe Makati Coise- 
um with B-Meg Derby 
‘Aceas sponsor. Host 
Lito Orilaza, one of WTS 
Sports and Amusement 
Corp.'s top honchos, 
said the cash potis P1 
milion. A significant 
number of the cocker- 
sportsmen are compet- 
ing at the venue for the 
firsttime, among them 
Mayor Eddie Alara, 
Max Roxas, Pepe Tan of 
Davao, Boy Royo, Rep. 
Baby Asistio, Dean Jo- 
son, Mayor Lazatin, Obet 
Son, Rep. Lawrence 
Wacnang, Mike Buendia 
and Jorge "Nene" 
Araneta. For inquiries, 
call 896-3545 or 895- 
6475. 
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PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP 


Love shares dinner, lead 


PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLO- 
rida—Davis Love II steered 
clear of trouble on the TPC at 
Sawgrass with seven birdies 
inside 10 feet for a 7-under 65 
Thursday, earning hima share 
of the first-round lead at the 
Players Championship with 
dinner partner Jim Furyk. 


As Love navigated his way’ around the Stadi- 
um Course without a bogey in the moming, at- 
tention shifted to the parking lot when Woods 


showed up after a cross-country trip to California 
to visit his 74-year-old father, Earl Woods, who is 
battling cancer. Woods left Tuesday night not 
Knowing ifhe would come back. 

“He's fighting as hard as he can,” Woods said. 

‘Woods retumed about 12 hours before his tee 
time, and his play was sporadic—five birdies, five 
bogeys and a 72 that left him seven shots behind. 

Sawgrass was relatively tame without much 
wind and the occasional drizzle that softened the 
greens, and it showed in a series of good scores 
and abunched leaderboard. 

Bernhard Langer continued his mastery of the 
island-gřeen 17th, the most terrifying par 3 in 
golf, with his 20th career birdie that carried him 
to a 67, along with Robert Allenby and Miguel 


“The course is there,” Love said. “Ifyou hit tin 
the fairways and putted, you're going to do wel.” 
Furyk; who invited Love to dinner Wednésday 
night at his home nearby along with Brad Faxon 
(70), Phil. Mickelson (70) and Justin Leonard 
+(75), operied with seven pars before hitting a hy- 
20 feet on the 219-yard eighth hole 
king birdie. 

Mickelson had five birdies, but put his tee shot 
in the water at 15 for bogey, did the same on 17 

for double bogey and wound up with a 70. 
"Maybe Phil didn’t eat enough,” Love said. AP 


LSU's Tasmin Mitchell (left) sends J} Redick and Duke tumbling down. a” 


Tigers give Redick, 


Suns shine on Stoudemire return 


PHOENIX—AMARE STOUDEMIRE CEL- 
brated his retum to the Phoenix lineup 
by scoring a team-high 20 points to lead 
the Suns to a 125-108 home romp over 
the Portland Trail Blazers on Thursday 
Sidelined since the start of the season 
following knee surgery, Stoudemire’s 
long-awaited first appearance ‘of the 
‘campaign provided Phoenix with his ex- 
pected spark as the Suns racked up 76 
first half 
«this season, 
Looking ft andeager to” play 
Stoudemire received a standing ovation 
from the crowd and scored 20 points 


ts, the most by afiy team ~ 


and nine rebounds in 19 minutes. 

In East Rutherford, Vince Carter 
bagged 21 points, grabbed seven re- 
bounds and dished out seven assists to 
lead the New Jersey Nets past the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves, 86-82, extending 
their winning streak to seven games. 

1n Dallas, Jason Richardson scored 40 
points, including a game-winning three- 
pointer at the buzzer, to give the Golden 
State Warriors a 122-12},win over the 
Mavericks. h 

"the win overshadowed abrilliant 51- 
point performance from Dirk Nowitzki, 
just two shy of his career high. 


In Salt Lake City, Gilbert Arenas, 
scored 31 points, and the Washing: 
ton Wizards spoiled Karl Malone's 
Tetirement night with 4 109-97 
victory over the Utah Jazz. 3 

‘The Jazz retired Malone's No. $ 
32 during a halftime, ceremony 
and unveiled a bronze Statue of the 
“Mailman” before ‘the game. 

Reuters 
onan: 

SOLAR SPORTS—Herghis 
(6:20am ive? pm repay 

ESPI—Mavaukee LA otis (11:30am 
np repa) 


RICHARDSON 


Pacquiao, Viloria highlight Elorde awards 


PEOPLE'S CHAMPION MANNY PAC- 
quiao and World Boxing Council fy- 
weight champion Brian Viloria will 
lead intemational and Philippine 
champions who will be honored dur- 
ing the Gabriel “Flash” Elorde Memo- 


rial Awards tonight at the ball 
the Dusit Hotel Nikko in Makati. 


mof 


Pacquiao will be honored as 


ciding with the 71st birth an- 
niversary of the boxer. 
Pacquiao will, also receive an 


Mayol, Rey “Boom Boom” Bautista, 
Czar Amonsot, Randy Suico, Dindo 
Castanares and Rev Santillan. 


the “Boxer of the Year" while Vilo- 
ria will receive the Flash Elorde 
Golden Belt in ceremonies coin- 


18-carat gold ring 1o be given by 


the Elorde family. 


(Others major awardees are Rodel 


The event will start at 6 p.m. 
and is sponsored by Pagcor and 
the PCSO. 


See your favorit 
on March 25, 9am. Then 


Blue Devils hell 


ATLANTA—LOUISIANA STATE UNI- 
versity used an aggressive defense to 
beat top seed Duke 62-54 in the last 
16 of the NCAA Tournament in At- 
Janta, Georgia, on Thursday 

‘The fourth-seeded Tigers limited 
Duke's top scorer JJ Redick to 11 
points, blocked nine shots and held 
the Blue Devils to their worst shoot- 
ing performance of the season with 


yall, it was as fine an 
effort as I have ever had a team 
play” LSU coach John Brady said. 

LSU defeated Duke by effectively 
damping down on Redick, one of 
the nation’s top players. The senior 
guard connected on only 3 of 18 
from the floor and finished 17 
points below his average. 

“We knew we had to not let JJ 
Redick get in a rhythm of offense 
and we were going to double- 
team,” Brady said. “Garrett Temple 
did a wonderful job (on defense), 
but our other players did a wonder- 


ite celebrities race for supremacy on a specially-designed rally track at the Fort Bor 
its your turn behind the wheel, Join the public test drives from 10am until 


and 26, Who knows, you might just be discovered as the next autocross superstar. 


2.01 Sport 


ful job of canying out the plan.” 
Darrell Mitchell and Glen “Big Ba- 
by” Davis each scored 14 points for 
LSU (26-8). Tyrus Thomas added 
15 rebounds and blocked five 
shots. 

Shelden Williams topped Duke 
(32-4) with 23 points and 11 re- 
bounds. 

In other games, Kenton Paulino's 
three-pointer at the buzzer gave 
‘Texas (30-6) a 7471 victory over 
West Virginia (22-11), UCLA scored 
the game's final 11 points to edge 
Gonzaga, 73-71, and Memphis 
cruised past Bradley, 80-64. 

Cameroon's Luc Richard Mbah a 
Moute's layup with 10 seconds to 
put UCLA ahead and Arron Afflalo 
inched the win for the second- 
seeded Bruins with a free throw 
with two seconds left. 

Gonzaga led 71-62 with 3:26 left 
in the game before UCLA (30-6) 
staged its comeback. 

Jordan Farmar and Affialo each 
had 15 points forUCLA. Reuters 
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Editor Nestor U, Torre © Assistant Editor Rito P. Asilo di pa rin tapos ang bonding 
LUCAS AND LUKE, | kahit graduate na siya. 


Predictable sports 
movie that works, 


Earnest 
basketball | 2" ae 
flick soars | 4 ae 

„and Scores | my — DEA 


A 
By Noelani Torre : nimi ea. As hes 


PASSIONATE COACH, AN á ay 5 r 5 ie ord J 

underdog team, unbeatable d 5 ; i. 
i defending champions, and IMM U g ” z 
7 5 ff poe p 

3 s 


an adrenaline-charged show- 
down—these are elements present 
in every sports movie made, and 
the Jerry Bruckheimer-produced į 
“Glory Road” is no exception. ©, LU hi tails eb wal 
Based ona true story and directed byJames , Register now at the following SM Bowling Centers: 
Gartner, "Glory Road” predictably adheres to - North Edsa 929-2320 + Falrview 939-5025 + Cebu 032-232-0292 
formula—but that isn't necessarily a bad 
thing, After all, this feel-good recipe is the rai- 
son d'être of many sports flicks. 


Underdogs 

‘Audiences want to go home with the warm, 
fuzzy feeling that you get from watching un- 
derdogs triumph. 

“Glory Road” tells 


E o | EFFECTS AT YOUR FEET! 


1966 NCAA y $ + 
ent tide fom ihe PAMM Check out Behringer's New Line 


heretofore undefeat- 


ed University of Ken- x $ of Guitar Stomp Boxes at any 
tacky Wilda x Electronics Depot outlet. 


Dubbed one of the 

most important up- nr, p 

sets in history, it is z j r 
ignificant not ony \ Wag $ tha 3 : „jt GIODE numb! 
ecause of its Cin- z alting- 
derella slant, but also. 
because of the fact 


that the Texas West- 
em Miners entire Bas$eoi2) E9700 ` P8100 HELLBABE HBO] 


starting lineup was, Ose è ÍA More models at the store or visit www.behringer.com. 
for the first time in 


history, composed of q a ‘dp . 1 F 
Afican-American A . electronics D 
players. k IE | ` gel ot ve frat 
Not welcome i 58 Robinson's Galleria * 634.5554 + Robinson's Manila + 302.0418 
Led by coach Don s f i SM Mega Mall + 633.3261 + Festival Mall + 775,0595 
Haskins (Josh Lu- ‘Alimall + 995,0397 * Park Square 1, Makati 
cas), the Miners had ~ 5 7 
an | unprecedented 
successful season in 
1965-66, due largely 
to the talents of their 
black recruits led by 
Bobby Joe Hill of tl HKKKKK prlnor 
(Derek Luke). At the Ex. 295 177M T oe 
time, black players ted unl AP 6 20 
were not weleome on ; 
basketball courts of 
the South. 
Haskins is passion- 
ate—he is out to win, 
< Working for a small, 
unknown school with 
no budget, he real- 
izes that he can't re- 
cruit from the usual 
white sources. 


side 
portant it ee 


Overlooked 
He sets his sights 
on traditionally over- 
Tooked black players 
: and those who had 
‘only played in the 
streets. 
This move is not 
pasand ty Eog 
Powers that be, But, Á 
when then the team f postpaid ani 
stans winning, 7 i rable t0 Fe calls # 
thnigs begin t0 Are, availabe to-Gio! 
change, Contin wl we \ Globe 
Yes, the movie is ROU eat : 1 Buang spa rie cnet 01801 
preity | predictable, SRO ae tua ' 1M TAAL 90 9959668) CAS PINAS 


but at the end of the ‘i 
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day, what'simportirt aa at ea aa a Dayao on 246208 0) 2246361 
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of the country’s best establishments 


‘Astoria Plaza 
15) serna Ore, Orca sess Di 


600 
Jel 687-1 Pi T Fax 910-0970 
Erat sles@anoriaplaza. com 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
ska Ae cor. Kalayaan St, Makati Oy 
S CDO. ire Rs 
Emale nakatizitygar denotes com 


Sy 

Gaat eet! 
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Diamond Hote! Philippines 
Cor De}, Quinte St. Rasas Bird 
S (02) 518-3000 Fax 5262235 


| Garden Way, Ortigas Center Manila. 
“eis e085 
wornahangriacom 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
1630A Mabini St, aiare Manta 
T 523-1000 ax 5258979 
mal slex@enecutveplazahotelcom 
ern execusveplazahotei com 


Co 


Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
intersection of Carin Se and Lagarda 
Rose, Baguio Ciy 
Tal. (07444-9998 0 71740-09751 
Pax. (074) 446-0704 
Emst: goidenpinehoke@sšyinet oet 


vere 


Hotel Veniz 
No, I Abanao St Baguio Cay 
“el 074) 446-0700 1003 
Pa (074) 446-0704 
mal: hoteiveniz skynet net 
eww hoteencon 


i 
Las Palmag 


Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
16GA Mabini St, Malate, Mania. 
Tat (630) $21- 10001 Fae (630) 523-6917 
‘wn spaimashatelcom ph 


< 


Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Paseo de Roxas cor, Makati Ave. Makati Ciy 
"fa 70-8888 


vem mandarin com 


guage 


Renaissance Makati City Hotel 
aka Oy 


Palm Plaza Hotel 
Pedro GI corner M Adriatico Ses. Mania 
E 
“vovwtpampaanotl com 


Ea 


Pear! Farm Beach Resort 
kaputan lan Garden, City of Sarmal 
“Tel (082) 221-99701073 
Manta: (02) 750-1896 Pax (082) 221-9979 


Somerset Salcedo, Malani, 
Hy den Cona Se, cor PLewsa St. 
Salcedo Vilage, 1227 Makati Ciy 
"i 008-6860 ox 058-6635 
‘et 
soneser 


Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No 104 Agurea St, Legaspi Vlaga, 1229 
‘Maau Gay 
Tal. 8000805 Fac 12721 


Somerset Olympia, Makati, 
No, 7912, Makati Ave, 120 Makati Chy 
al 8121010 Fax 018-0254 


The Bellevue Manita 
Noni Bridgeway Northgate 
"Natang, Fununupa, 
T630) 771 B161 x (632) 771-0202 
Turos ihebeilewe com ph 


The Regent Hotel 


fa Angel St. Naa Ct 
a 354) afadone/ ae oho) 2525 


qopata 
apenra 
LOTi 030 


AA 
Garden 


City Garden Suites 
sea Manini ses Ermia, ants 
"ek 536-1451 Fox SMAGAS 

maltcryresarvavons@ueyerdenhotels com 


Arslan Ave con isvada Se 
"a 400-3333 Fax 400-7401 


‘Ayala Canter. 1223 Makaci Ciy Pl 
LEST S333 Emak: dusin EAs com 
‘tpn gom com 


Eyercrest Golf Cb Resort, inc. 
Kr 7 Barn, Nasugbu, Baranga 
"ion, 12-9393 1098 
Hax (02) 712-9299 
Mana Salas Otice 73 38221733-9955 


<GARDEN 


PLAZA 
ehem 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
"100 Belen S, Paco. Mana 
Tal (63) 52248357 a 32) 522-4840 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
P Laures Sts Larang, Daraa Cy 
J 8a) 18.0585) (6234-3858 


ð 


INTERCONTINENTAL 

Intercontinental Manila 

T Ayala Avenue, Maiani Cr 
ee ue 


Mactan island Resort 

Puna Engano Rad, Lapu Lapa Cabu, 

SD Ea onsarhoe (63231-1688 
rvahangrincom 


MANILA 
PAVILION 


‘Manila Pavlion Hotel 
UN Avenue, Ermita. Maia, 1000 
“ed (63 26-1212 Max (632) 526-2552 
‘wrrmmaniapaviion com ph 


Oakwood Premier Ayala Center 
‘th Foor Glorienes 4, Ayala Comer 
‘Malas iy. Mero Mania 
“Ta 62.2} 729.8885 loc. B101 Foe (632) 
"728.0000 echua@ockwood.com.ph 
‘woewoaiweoseom 
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Royal Mandaya Hotel 
J. Palma Gi St Bano Cy 
Tel. (08 225-B688/Fax (082) 225-1888 


(ELZA 
pe eea ae 
erred 
poate 


SUMMER PLACE HOTEL 

se, 250r Piace Hotel 

in, 288 Marcot Pigha, Bapo Ci 
E OT soso ESTED 
“wr Summer Pace Baio com 


(Eayn Horel 
Managed by Fuego Hoteis & Properties 
Kip a Agunaoo Puhr. Taaroa CEY 
"cent 886-4328, (6346) 713-1000 
Emad: mamoe @iuegohoseis com 


fe 


The Marco Polo 
CM acto se Davao Cary 8900 
Tal. (082 221-0880 (08252250111 
‘ermmsrarcoposbeuas com 


BAA 


Waterfront Hotel Lah 
1 Suinas Drv, Laug Cebu 
a (dan Bao e080 
arer yatertronchotels net 


Waterfront Hotel Mactan 
I Arpore Road, Lapu Lapu C19: 8015 
el Gi tain 9 30-5693 
‘ruwewatertrentoras net 
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Authentic Japanese 


cuisine 


at Dusit 


BENKAY JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
is Manila's favorite Japanese 
restaurant serving a wide selection 
of Japanese dishes made from only 
the best and freshest ingredients 
from Japan. Throughout the years, 
Benkay has been celebrated for its 
‘well-loved and authentic Japanese 
cuisine by food connoisseurs and 
has created a loyal following both 
locally and internationally. Benkay, 
by far, is the only Japanese restau- 
rant in Manila frequented by 
Japanese nationals longing for au- 
thenticity. 

With this, Benkay features this 
summer the ‘Peach Seasonal Fes- 
tival (Mamo No Setsuki). This 
sumptuous set-menu is com- 
posed of an appetizer, sliced raw 
fish, soup and dessert and is 


<a 


GPHS, DLSU LIPA CONTRACT SIGNING 


‘The Garden Plaza 
HotelandSuites È 
(GPHS)locatedin f 
Paco,Manilawas $ 
chosenas theofficial 4 
residenceforthe Í 
; 


reo 


A 


school year 2006 of 

the College of 

Nursing of De La 

Salle University 

Lipa, Batangas. The 

students will bein 

Manila to take ti 

‘on-the-job training 

inselected hospitals. E, 

Present during the LS 
contract signing held at the Garden Plaza 
Hotel are (seated, from left) Liza 
Buenaventura - GPHS operations manager, 
Anita Urbi - DLSU Lipa dean for College of 
Nursing, Alma Gatchalian Yu - GPHS sales 


Hotel 


priced at only P1,800++ per per- 
son, for the ultimate in Japanese 
gastronomy. 

For a true feel of Japanese din- 
ing, Benkay’s interiors are kept 
simple, accented by a serene view 
of the Japanese garden outside. 
The restaurant has a section of 
three misono tables, separated by 
glass panels with fluid stroke 
etching designs. Smaller private 
tatami-style rooms are also avail- 
able for parties of 8 people to a 
group of 26. A sushi counter com- 
pletes the room layout. 

Benkay-Authentic 
Cuisine is located at the ground 
floor of Dusit Hotel Nikko. For in- 
quiries, please di 
tension 3343. Advance dining 
reservation is advised. 


Japanese 


867-3333 ex- 
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COFFEE IN A CAKE AT THE BELLEVUE HOTEL 

Coffee and cake lovers celebrate for Efendi, The Bellevue Hotel's cake of 
the month. Savor the exceptional taste of espresso and addictive crème 
brulee vanilla in a luscious chocolate Vienna dough crust. Get your caffeine 
kick and sugar rush in one bite. Plus, the hunt for the ultimate videoke star 
continues with Week Two of The Bellevue Idol, The Bellevue Hotel, the 
most happening hotspot south of Metro Manila packs its 20/20 
entertainment bar every Monday with guests who love singing. Recent 
winners are Ellain Efuelo and Barbara Ann Abrogar, who amazed the 
judges—singer and former band member of Freestyle Tops Suzara, 
Goodyear president Dave Morin and Bellevue beverage manager Maan 
Uy—with their unique singing styles. Join The Bellevue Idol by calling 77 1- 
8181 and have a chance to win a Boracay holiday and a month-long stint as 
Bellevue’s videoke nights host. 


‘manager; (standing from left) Vincent De 
Silva - GPHS front office manager, Anna 
Arellano - GPHS senior account manager, 
Connie Orlina - GPHS account manager and 
Isidro Asuncion - GPHS general manager. 


Affordable banquet packages at City Garden Hotel 


THE ISO 9001:2000 CERTI- 
fied City Garden Hotel Makati, 
presents banquet packages 
geared to take away the hassles 
and stress of doing it on your 
own. Party packages goes for as 
low as P24,750+ inclusive of 
buffet menu or barbecue grill 
and discounts on drinks. Its 
wedding and debut packages 
come for as low as P59,000+ 
inclusive of a buffet menu for 
100 persons, a cake, souvenirs, 
floral arrangements, and other 
amenities. Receptions venues 
may be held at its cozy, fully 
equipped function rooms or at 
the al fresco Roofdeck, with a 
wonderful view of the 
metropolis. Hold your party on 
a weekday and enjoy further 
discount of almost 10-30 per- 
cent from the package. 

Tts luxurious yet cozy envi- 


cess. 


ronment immediately trans- 
ports you away from the hustle 
and bustle of the city into its 
‘uniquely comforting environ- 
ment, a perfect retreat for a 
stressed out businessman. Its 
160-well appointed Italian in- 
spired rooms make for a com- 
fortable stay, without keeping 
‘one totally away from it all. For 
as low as P1,450 per person 
based on twin sharing, all the 
rooms are equipped with the 
latest room amenities. like ca- 
ble TV with remote control, in- 
room safe, IDD/NDD tele- 
phone, automated wake-up 
call, well-stocked minibar, fac- 
simile access port, and a fast In- 
temet access. In fact, wherever 
you are in the hotel, one can 
easily avail of a fast Intemet ac- 


Those needing extra pam- 


pering, the Body & Face by 
Mendez at the hotels Upper 
Penthouse level has special 
packages for individuals, cou- 
ples or group. 

Accessibility is also not a 
problem as the hotel is just five 
minutes from the Rockwell and 
Glorietta malis and the Makati 
Commercial and Business Dis- 
trict. As an added amenity, the 
hotel is offering free scheduled 
shuttle service to the Makati 
CBD. 

City Garden Hotel Makati is 
located in Maketis restaurant 
sirip at 7870 Makati Avenue 
comer Kalayaan Avenue, 
Makati City. For reservations or 
inquires, please call (02) 899- 
1111, or its domestic toll free 
number 1-800-101-GARDEN 
(427336), or at wwwcitygar- 
denhotels.com. 


Basta Pasta 
at the Manila 
Pavilion Hotel 


‘THE INTRICATE ART OF PASTA MAK- 
ing is accomplished to perfection at 
Manila Pavilion Hotel's Rotisserie, in a 
promotion titled Basta Pasta! 

Thin, thick, straight, twisted, or 
shaped in a most unusual way, it's all in 
the menu as Basta Pasta features this 
well loved dish in all its glorious versatil- 
ity. Choose from Ravioli di Bong (with 
Fresh Seafood in Lobster Parmesan 
Cream), Penne Don Ricky (with grilled 
Chicken Breast in Tomato Olive Pesto), 
Fettucini al Jo-an (in Creamy Mush- 
room, grilled Bacon and Baby Scallops 
sauce), Maestro’s Fussili (with Fresh Tu- 
na and Wasabi Saffron sauce topped 
with Fried Capers), Chef's Special Riga- 
toni (in Sundried Tomato and Spicy 
Spanish Chorizo sauice) and Spaghetti 
Dela Casa di Ronnie (Tomato and Parme- 
san Cheese sauce with Eggplant and 
Prawns Alio Olio). 

Definitely an enjoyable feast for pasta 
and Italian food fans, Basta Pasta can be 
availed from March 17-31, Mondays to 
Fridays for lunch and dinner and Satur- 
days for dinner only. 

For inquiries and reservations, please 
call Manila Pavilion Hotel at (02) 526- 
1212 extension 2505. 


People, Events Products.. . 


2006 Annual Horse Show and Summer Activity Expo 


‘THE WORLD WATCHED IN AWE AS OUR 
very own riders rode their horses to victory 
in the recently concluded South East Asian 
Games in December 2005. And to ensure 
our growing dominance in the sport, Equis- 
port Concepts has been producing a series 
of successful Show-jumping Competitions 
since 2003 that have become a nesting 
ground for our country's next riding cham- 
pions. With proper guidance and training, 
winning the much-coveted gold medal in 
the Olympics and the World Champions 
will no longer be a dream but a reality. 

On April 1 and 2, Equisport Concepts 
will’ be hosting the 2006 Annual Horse 


t 


Show and Summer Activity Expo at the 
Manila Polo Club in Forbes, Makati. Wit- 
ness a display of grace, strength, and agili- 
ty during this two-day competition. 

We have invited other international ath- 
letes to come and display their talent along 
side our riders. Regional winners, All Stars, 
will show their wining break dance rou- 
tine. The Olympians Taekwondo Training 
Center will also have an exhibition and 
many others. Come and see what activities 
your kids may be interested in. Maybe one 
day, they ean be the next Philippine cham- 
pions. 

Looking for other summer activities for 


you kids? Everybody is invited to visit and 
sign up at the on-site summer activities ex- 
po. We have a one-stop shop for summer 
activities that you can sign up for. This in- 
cludes karate, cooking, music, theatre, rid- 
ing, soccer, dancing, martial arts, arts and 
crafts, computer, wall climbing and swim- 
ming. 

Little children can also enjoy pony-rides 
and other exciting kiddie activities. This ig 
definitely a family event not to miss, So 
start your summer right, Join the fun on 
April 1 at 2 at the Manila Polo Club and 
make this a fun-filled family event, Admis- 
sion is freel 
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LEIGH AND GABLE. Her beauty matched his 
masculine presence. 


Memorable poi 
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; heat up the : ` = sa paon paan 
movie screen 


By Behn Cervantes 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL HOLLYWOOD 
Actresses, when paired with the handsomest 
Teading men, often result in noteworthy 
screen chemistry. 
* Ava Gardner was considered the most 
beautiful star of them ail by Hollywood's lead- 
ing cinematographers and make-up artists. 
Naturally, when she teamed up with hand- 
‘some Gregory Peck in “Snows of Kilimanjaro,” f x L 
their close-ups were wondrous to behold! The i J “Tapos na ang kapatid mo. Salamat 
memorable tandem had the appeal of oppos- f. E i 2 | ry x s t 
ing poles that attract. at nairaos din namin kayo! 

Ava was equally effective with suave Ty- j 
rone Power in “The Sun Also Rises.” There 
was chemistry both on and off screen be- 
tween her and Robert Taylor in “Knights of 
the Round Table.” When she teamed up with 
her idol, Clark Gable, in “Mogambo,” the elec- 
tricity affected even the bland Grace Kelly. 


Lavishly pretty 

Elizabeth Taylor was so lavishly pretty that 
she “swallowed up” most of her leading men. 
Barely 17, she was beautiful but immature be- 
side the handsome Robert Taylor in “The Con- 
spirator.” Since Robert wasn’t a great actor, 
they were fine to look at, but there was no 
chemistry to speak of. 

However, she succeeded in turning on the 
heat when she was starred with her buddy 
and former crush, Montgomery Clift, in “A m š 
Place in the Sun.” Their near-perfect features = 3 ‘Ate, graduate na pamangkin mo. 
complemented each other so well that the į ” 
Movie audience was glued to the sereen: È Salamat sa mga naitulong mo. 

Ingrid Bergman was one of Hollywood's 
most luminous screen beauties. Since she was 
quite tall, she looked great beside Gregory Peck 
in “Spellbound.” Her Swedish iceberg “heat” 
worked extremely well with Gary Coopers 
earthy and easy-going personality. They were a 
successful team-up in Ferber’s “Saratoga Trunk” 
and Hemingway's “For Whom the Bell Tolls.” 

‘Vivien Leigh was truly one of Hollywood’s 
most beautiful actresses. Her Oscar-winning 
Scarlett O'Hara characterization needed the 
masculine presence of Clark Gable in “Gone 
with the Wind.” 


Near-perfect features ss nng. : } ; GI be 
Dark-haired Linda Darnell was one of film- IaH ae = 

doms most beautiful acuresses. Tyrone Power A i Ti d IDD rat 

was needed to balance her scintillating screen 3. k Ipil ral es 


presence in films like “The Mark of Zorro” and 


Pilood and Sand.” ; ae USS @) 20, min. 
‘Audrey Hepburn was gifted with uncon- SPEGIAL EDITION 5 : r 


ventionally intriguing looks that created fash- 

ion, coiffure and make-up trends. Her Cont ~ MAGAZINE ga d Dial 12800 (country code} 

nental flair gelled so well with urbane Grego- (area code) (phone no.) 

ry Peck in “A Roman Holiday,” that the Euro- 

pean actress won the Oscar for her first 

Hollywood film! fe 
However, there is no physical quality more s — am 

delectable than youth. So, when Franco Zef- For ticket inquiries, pease cal Ticket st 911-5559 or log on to wwrmitickatnet com ph 

ferelli cast real teenagers Olivia Hussey and 

Leonard Whiting in Shakespeare’s “Romeo PLEX A © 

laonna Wan i Sonera Tomeo | neoaea Guen MIEN MER 

ated excitingly visceral chemistry remem- 

bered to this day! 
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TAYLOR AND CLIFT. Sizzling chemistry- 
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For Globe Postpaid & Prepaid. 
Rate applies on calls to Australia, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Kuwait, 
‘Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Tanan, Thatand, UK, and US, 
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Participants will be exposed to practical sit- | 
uations to test their mettle through a “Learn | 
by doing” strategy. The emphasis will be on aA 
composition, as well as learning to use out- 
door illumination and color. a 

Call 899-1767 or 896-3208, or visit Room 
227, LRI Business Plaza, 210 Nicanor Garcia ARANETA COLISEUM 
‘Street, Bel Air Il, Makati City. You may also call 


Wally Trinidad at 521-7866. Meanwhile, the f MICHAEL BOLTON LIVE IN MANILA | SHARON CUNETA MY MEGA VALENTNE: THE REPEAT b e H 
Mir ev tm sme Pate a @pem | MATCH 31, FRDAY Som &DE posible 
eel 
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E-mail mandynavasero@yahoo.com 
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BLOOD WAR £ 


Nurture your Child's gift 
this summer! 


Tacha 2000 | RAVWOND LAUCHENGCO 


Evenymonoar | teatamooance wont | 700pm 


FERNANDEZ. 
Sensible. 


FOR MOUS & RESERVATION, PLS. CALL; 721-6726 OR 721-0635 


ummer Work 
for kids 3-7 yee 
April 17 to May 19, 2006 


Your child may be gifted in many different ways. He may show signs of a particular type of gift; he may have 
keen interest in the arts or have great passion for singing and dancing. Discover and nurture your child’s 


gift this summer when you enroll him at Promil Pre 


-School Camp ProGifted Summer Workshops. Kids will 


be given the chance to hone their skills in the most fun and exciting way. Facilitated by highly-trained experts, 
each workshop at Camp ProGifted is guaranteed to help nurture your child’s gift to the fullest! 


Nurture the Artist 


Develop your child's artistic 
prowess with fun lessons in arts 
and crafts facilitated by Art 
Adventure. 


atnes 


Nurture the Dancer 


Bring out the “swan” in your little 
one as she gets trained in 
classical ballet by veteran 
instructors from the world- 
renowned CCP Ballet Philippines. 


Nurture the Actor 


Let your child experience the 
limelight. Help him-overcome 
shyness and express himself 
better in this fun acting 
workshop hahdled by the country's 
premier theater group, PETA (Philippine 
Educational Theater Association). 


Nurture the Singer 


Help your child express 
himself well through 
song. The country's first 
and largest training school for pop singing, 
the Center for Pop Music Philippines, 
gives voice lessons to improve vocal 
quality and stage performance. 


CENTERFOR 
POP MUSIC 


Per DOH-BFAD Permit # 0240, Series of 2006 


Nurture the Reader 


Encourage your child's t 
A% love for books and TALKSHOP 


G8 develop his language skills through this 
Pus fun workshop facilitated by the Talkshop. 


Make the most out of your child's summer vacation. Send him 
to Promil Pre-School Camp ProGifted! Nurture his gift with 
workshops facilitated by highly-trained experts. Help develop 
his skills and talents through wonderful, fun, and exciting 
learning experiences. That's a full 12-session program, all for 
a standard workshop enrollment fee of just P4,500.00 per child. 


And here's even more good news! Buy Promil Pre-School, 
and get discounts upon enrollment! You can avail of the 
maximum P1,500 discount by presenting accumulated 
proofs of purchase. 


Discounts are as follows: 


P300 for every 400g can 
P500 for every 900g can 
P700 for every 1.6kg can 


Enroll your child on this date: 


March 26, 2006, Lobby Area, 
Glorietta 2, Makati City 


AYALACENTER 


Coverall? 
April 1, 2008, Activity Center, SM Megamall Bldg. A 


So hurry and register! Start nurturing your child's gift this summer 
and help him reach his full potential 


Limited slots available, Registration is on a first come, 
first served basis. 


For inquiries, please call Camp ProGifted Mobite 
at 0906-440-8511 during office hours. 


Tho more 
Promil Pre-School 
you buy, the blager the 
discount you get! 


Offer valid for purchases made 
from Feb. 26 until April 1, 2006 only. 


Nurture the Gift. 


For kids 3 years onwards 


standards for kiddie 
singing tilts ` 


By Nestor U. Torre 


Fernandez, Buboy Garrovillo, and Joey Reyes 
have been tapped to serve as jurors for both b"i 
the younger and older categories of Channel # 
Z's “Little Big Stat” kiddie singing tilt (‘final 
finals” are on April). 

We hope that, being educated and sensi- 
ble people who care about the proper devel-9i? 
opment of children, they will join us in our’ 
little campaign to stop the prevalent prac- 
tice of making child singers perform song: 
with lyrics that are much too mature for''i¥}: 
their tender, impressionable and vulnerable ` #4 
years. : 


Romantic love 

Specifically, we're concerned about little » 
singers who gyrate provocatively as they in- 
tone lyrics about romantic love—and pas- 
sion. 

We've tried to convince the “Little Big Star” “, 
people—and the young contestants’ parents , 
and handlers—that this isn’t healthy for the 
children, and some child psychologists have * 
joined us in our campaign, but the pernicious 
practice persists. y; 

Maybe, if jurors Pops, Buboy and Joey see it 
fitto weigh in on the issue, the proper reforms. 
can finally be instituted? 

‘All they have to do is to state their prefer- °» 
ence for songs with child-friendly lyrics, and: 
you can bet that the show and the young con- „ 
testants’ parents will make the long-delayed $ 
agjustment—pronto. 

Or else, the jurors can intimate that they $ 
will give plus points to contestants who sing. ¢ 
songs appropriate for their tender ages, and =% «< 
the same positive change will happen. Bus 


Excessive 

While they're at it, the jurors can also ex- 
press dismay at the excessive way that many 
child talents in the tilt are being dolled up, 
with heavy makeup, dangling earrings, 
“sexy” outfits, gowns, bangles and beads, ete. 
Oh, please. 

‘The big question, of course, is why kid 
singers’ parents, who should know better,“ 
would make their children perform musical 2, 
numbers about romantic love, longing, loss, $, 
anger, vindictiveness and sex. Re 

Tt must be because they believe that, 
adult hit songs can give their kids a more, 
popular showcase for displaying their vo- #* 
cal range, “total performer” ability, trendi 
ness, etc. 

‘There could be some truth to that, but the. 
negative effects far outweigh that possible ad- 2, 
vantage. Kids have the right to remain kids rr 
before their teen years, because they need all“ 
that time and space to assimilate, process and +. 
get a handle on the more mature aspects of 
growing up and living that they'll have to con- 
front after adolescence. K 


Processing period à 

If that processing period is rushed, the kids $ 
could end up as less emotionally and psycho- $$” 
logically healthy and balanced—and who 
would want that to happen to anybody’s kid? 

As for the people behind "Little Big Star,” 
they've been cautioned often enough, so theirly's.. 
continued blithe inaction in this regard is an 
indication of bad judgment. 


Batanes 
photo safari 


THE -ISLANDS OF 
Batanes are a mys- 
tery to many Fil- 
ipinos. It is a unique 
destination—isolat- 
ed and stark, compa- 
rable to the bleak 
highlands of Scot- 
land, Ireland or New 
Zealand. 

Batanes is found at iy? 
the northemmost tip ‘Mandy Navasero $ 
of the country, and is 
composed of three major islands—Batan, Sab- 
tang and Itbayat—and seven islets. The climate 
in Batanes is several degrees cooler, and the is- 
lands virtually unprotected from the elements. 


Shores 

Almost half of Batanes consists of 
windswept hills, and the shores are strewn 
with boulders, There is only one flight to and. 
from Batanes everyday via Asian Spirit (ex- 
cept Wednesdays) i 

Batanes is the nation's smallest province. 7 
Its capital, Basco, was named after Gov, Jose 
Basco y Vargas, who brought the island under 
Spanish rule in 1762. 

‘The architectural remnants of Spanish occu-v 
pation remain untouched. Its original residents 
call themselves Ivatan, which is also the lan- 
guage spoken by almost everyone in the islands.‘ 
Hlocano, English and Tagalog are also used. ` 


Immersion 

Twill be joined by Fiesta ‘Tour's Wally” 
‘Trinidad in bringing enthusiasts on a photo 
safari for three nights and four days of immer- 
sionin the environment and lifestyle of the Is- 
lands, 


BATANES/A2-3 
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CARU 


FROM ROSARIO LIBAYEN: “Good 
films and their catchy titles fasci- 
nate me. They grab viewers’ atten- 
tion and capture their imagination. 
My favorite movies include ‘To Kill 
a Mockingbird,’ ‘One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo's Nest’ and ‘The Constant 
Gardener.” 


Yes, Rosarió, a movie's catchy title 
does help whip up interest in it. Bu 
the weight of its content will ulti- 
mately make or break it in the eyes of 
a discriminating film buff: 

In “The Three Burials of 
Melquiades Estrada,” directed by 
and starring Cannes best actor win- 
ner, Tommy Lee Jones, ranch-hand 
Pete (Jones) seeks to fulfill a promise 
he made to bury his best friend in his 
hometown in Mexico. 


Social revolution 

In Ermanno Olmi’s lengthy Italian 
art-house fare, “The Tree of Wooden 
Clogs,” four peasant fa 
about their humdrum lives, 
ent to the social revolution happen- 
ing in the city. The title refers to the 
cutting of a whole tree just to produce 
a pair of wooden shoes. 

A dear friend who recently visited 
Seoul for a medical conference got us 
“Virgin Stripped Bare by Her Bache- 
Jors” (2000). It sounds like an exploita- 
tive B-movie—but, its not. There are no 
virgins stripped down to their knickers 
in the film. In fact, it is a noirish black- 
and-white flick that examines modem 
courtship in Korea. And, while the 
movie is six years old, it was released in 
the US only recently. 

In Andrzej Zulawski’s “My Nights 
‘Are More Beautiful than Your Days” 
(France), a medium (Sophie 
Marceau) falls in love with a termi- 


PEREZ. Played a beautiful woman in 
“Those Who Love Me Can Take the 
Train.” 


nally-ill computer geek. 

Stephen Bradley's “Boy Eats Gir!” 
is not a pornographic feature. It is, in 
fact, Ireland's contribution to the 
looming zombie-movie market, about 
a teenager who dies after declaring 
his eternal love for lead actress 
Samantha Mumba (who recently 
recorded a duet with our very own 
Jay-R). But, as the song goes: Love 
moves in mysterious ways, especially 
when the dead protagonist is broug 
back to life by his mother—as a fies 
eating albeit lovelorn zombie! 


Newlywed couple 

In the same vein, “Zombie Honey- 
moon” is about a newlywed coup 
attacked by a zombie, who emerges 
from the sea while the romantic two- 
some is canoodling in the sand. To say 
the least, the production takes the 
adage “till death do us part” to heart! 

Kim Dae-Seung’s “Bungee Jump- 


ven’ 


Kenny 


Perfectly marinated with lemongrass, ginger, vinegar and other select ingredients. 
Enjoy it with garlic rice, our very own achara and Inasal sauce prepared in the signature Kenny way! 


ing on Their Own” is about a mar- 
ried teacher who's reunited with the 
ove of his life. The catch: She died 17 
years ago, and may have reincarnat- 
ed in the body of boy, who's a high 
school student of the film's spooked 
protagonist! And we thought 
Jonathan Glazer’s “Birth” was 
weird 


Young love 
Another 
Yukisada’s “Crying 
Center of the World,” about young 
love shattered by leukemia. Ten years 
later, the now grown- 
covers tape-recordings from his I 
departed first love. 
We found our copy of Stephen 


n's 
Jack Kerouac, Neal Cassady and Allen 
Ginsberg, starring Thomas Jane—do- 
ing the full montyi—and Keannu 
Reeves in a cameo. 

In the Irish film, Lab Ky Mo's very 
funny “Nine Dead Gay Guys” (shown 
two years ago at the local Pink film- 
fest), two clueless lads brave it through 
London's gay scene. Rene Bueno's “7 
Women, 1 Homosexual and Carlos” 
(Spain) is about a guy who tries to beat 
the odds to remain faithful to his wife. 


Star-struck 

Penelope Cruz topbills another 
Spanish film, “Love Can Seriously 
Damage Your Health,” about a star- 
struck Beatles fan who's bent 
meeting John Lennon at all costs dur- 
ing the Beatles’ visit to Spain in 1965. 

German auteur Werner Herzog's 
satirical “Even Dwarves Started 
Small” features midgets taking over a 
repressive institution. 


SHow Biz 
Q&A 


Rito P Asilo 


actor prize at 
year. 


His latest documentary, “The 
Grizzly Man,” one of last year's best 
films, is a deeply provocative, cau- 
tionary tale about the life and death 
of grizzly-bear activist, Timothy 
Treadwell—one movie you 
shouldn't miss! 
“Water Dropson Burning Rocks,” 
Francois Ozon's thought-provoking 
adaptation of Rainer Werner 
Fassbinder’s play, details the love af- 


's INASAL Roast 


= and 


JONES. Won best 


Cannes filmfest last 


fair between a 50-year-old business- 
man anda 19-year-old boy. 

“Those Who Love Me Can Take 
the Train,” from French director 
Patrice Chereau (“Intimacy”), ex- 
plores the varying degrees of affec- 
tion for a recently-deceased painter. 
Several characters take the train from 
Paris to Limoges to attend the burial- 
services. The cast includes French 

PROVOCATIVE! A3-2 
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1/4 Inasal Roast Chicken 
Steamed or Garlic Rice 


Se ye Achara 


Mas) Inasal Sauce 
Se 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIES/SCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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2SYRIANA 

3 SHAGGY DOG 
4 DATE MOVIE 
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1 16 BLOCKS 
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(046) 675-3638 


(045) 875-1927 
(048) 471-8188 
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The 3 
Perfect Gift ` 
AllYear Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts foe volume purchases! 


Foxmurtang and eventuteservatians ee cal Martating Srv Department S79 bcs Mand S 


o, Po 
50%OFF Zs Yor 
treat on your 2nd ticket! : 
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? ULTRAVIOLET 
ÈV FOR VENDETTA 
+16 BLOCKS 


j Nanny McPhee activity sheets and stickere fF 
ciel aby and Star City FREE 5-Ride Tickets" await moviegoers 
5 ‘today at the following branches: 
North EDSA - Megamall- Manila - Sta. Mesa 
Fairview » Southmall -San Lazaro 
NOW SHOWING 
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Recess 


RECESS, A FA: 
vorite period among 
schoo! children, is al- 
ways a welcome 
break from stressful 
classroom activities. 
Today, that may be 
changing. 

Recently, a friend 
had to do practicum 
work in a public 
school, During re- 
cess, she observed a 
strange situation: 

1, Her second 
grade students went 
back to the classroom 
after picking up food 
and drinks from the 
cafeteria. 

The packaged 
snacks were priced 
higher than usual. 


Cooperative 

2. Teachers were 
asked to encourage 
students to purchase 
snack items sold by 
the teachers’ coopera- 
tive, where a quota of 
P10 per child was set. 

During the first 
semester, our friend 
saw for herself the 
“selling” technique of 
a teacher. 

When one student 
refused to buy juice 
from the coop, be- 
cause his mother sent 
hhim water for recess, 
the teacher spanked 
the kid and re- 
marked: “Next time, 
don't bring water!” 
Most of the kids were 
from poor families. 


Mandatory 

During the second 
semester, our friend 
was assigned to a soft- 
spoken teacher, Due 
to the existing quota 
system, the teacher 
would make up for 
absent kids by buying 
the mandatory perish- 
able items herself! 

Our friend com- 
mented, “The coop- 
erative was put up to 
help teachers finan- 
cially and facilitate 
student purchases. 
But, the quota system 
has put great pres- 
sure on teachers and 
students alike.” 

Yes, teachers need 
to supplement their 
income, but not at the 
expense of people 
who are themselves 
struggling to survive. 

Let us not use au- 
thority to abuse peo- 
ple. It is sinful in the 
eyes of the Supreme 
Father. 


Provocative 


From page A3- 


superstar Vincent 
Perez (“Queen Mar- 
got”)—as a beautiful 
girl! Eat your heart 
out, Gillian Murphy 
(“Breakfast on Plu- 
to”)! 

Finally, there's Lina 
Wermullers 1974 
Italian classic, “Swept 
‘Away... by an Unusu- 
al Destiny in the Blue 
Sea of August,” 
which was remade in 
2002 by Guy Ritchie 
(Lock, Stock and 
‘Two Smoking Bar- 
rels”) and his wife, 
Madonna—with dis- 
astrous results: 

Ritchie's remake 
was nominated for 
seven_ Razzies—and 
won five! To cap its 
“impressive” rep, it 
was nominated last 
year as the “worst 
drama in 25 
years"—but, it lost to 
the John Travolta 
starrer “Battlefield 
Earth.” Bummer! 
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“Spectacular 
and 
exhilarating 
“Bold and thoughtful 
V for Vendetta 
is a terrific movie 
Kt will challenge 
and trouble you 
the way a good 
piece of 
speculative 
fiction should” 
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Enjoy first class entertainment at amazing prices! 
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By Rito P. Asilo 
“Nanny McPhee” 


irk Jones STE TTII 
S: Emma Thompson, Colin Firth, x 
Angela Lansbury 


FTER THE 17th NANNY OF 

widower Cedric Brown’s 

(Colin Firth) seven ill-man- 
nered children wails, “They've eat- 
en the baby!,” the beleaguered fa- 
ther finally acknowledges it’s time 
for drastic measures: 

Either he sends his kids away or, to keep his 
family intact, upon scurrilous Aunt Adelaide's 
(Angela Lansbury) increasingly distressing 
threats to cut off financial support, he must find 
a stepmother for his kids—in 30 days! Unfortu- 
nately, finding a suitable bride isn't as easy as 
sitting through endless reruns of “Mary Pop- 
pins" or “The Sound of Music.” 

‘When Nanny McPhee (Emma Thomp- 
son)—with bulbous nose, facial warts, an over- 
sized incisor, a magical cane and horrendous 
fashion sense—mysteriously materializes at 
Cedric’s doorstep to sort out his domestic trou- 
bles, things begin to change for the better, 

But, who does he take to the altar: The 
beautiful but illiterate scullery maid (Kelly 
Macdonald) or the opportunistic but well- 
heeled Mrs. Quickly (Celia Imrie)? The 
kids—and their all-knowing nanny—have 
theanswer 

Kirk Jones’ heartwarming adaptation of 
Christianna Brand’s “Nurse Matilda” books 
putsa surprisingly dark but delightful spin on 
the nanny-comes-to-the-rescue-of-motherless- 
children tale. It brims with predictable charac- 
tersand their black-and-white motivations. 

Unlike most children’s tales, however, the 
main protagonist doesn't possess the cheery 
optimism and grace of the usual celluloid in- 
genue, like Maria von Trapp. 

What elevate the story beyond its mushy 
and trite narrative are the winning perfor- 
mances of Thompson (who also wrote the 
screenplay), Firth, Imrie, Macdonald and, 
most notably, Lansbury—who's almost unrec 
ognizable as the snooty aunt! 

‘Yes, Nanny McPhee’s magic can do so much 
to make this imperfect world a better and 
bearable place. But, as Cedric himself real- 
izes, love and family are enough to beat life's 
neverending odds. In fact, sometimes, they're 
the only things that truly matter, 


“North Country” 

D: Niki Caro 

S: Charlize Theron, Frances McDor- 
mand, Sissy Spacek, Sean Bean 


Niki Caro delivers a rousing and empower- 
ing version of Lois Jenson’s story. Jenson—fic- 
tionalized in the film as Josey Aimes—filed the 
first-ever class-action lawsuit for sexual harass- 
ment in American history. 
The circumstances surrounding the story 
are familiar: The wheels of justice turned 
grindingly slow, and the ensuing landmark 
Court battle was settled 10 years after it was 
filed—more than 20 years after the harass- 
ments began! But, better late than never. 
Tn the film, Josey (Charlize Theron) and her 
kids walked’ out of her abusive boyfriend 
and—since it paid six times more than hair- 
dressing—she took a job at a Minnesota iron 
mine. She knew it wasn’t going to be easy, but 
she didn't realize just how daunting it would be 
towork in a male-dominated profession, where 
female miners had to endure all forms of ha- 
rassment from male co-workers. 
Caro's follow-up to the exhilarating “Whale 
Rider” is an uneven mesh of narrative convolu- 
tions, schmaltz. and two-dimensional charac- 
ters, But, the film is nevertheless a should- 
see—an important cinematic experience that 
sends an important message about gender anj ki 
equality, female empowerment and political app You ® 
correctness. It seethes with fervor and passion, DG & 
Theron proves that her Oscar-winning per- 
formance in “Monster” was no fluke. In 
“North Country,” she comes up with a tex- 
tured characterization that is synergized by 
the stirring portrayals of her similarly-accom- d OE 
plished co-stars (Frances McDormand, Sissy sabs me an at 
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Joseys—or Lois’, for that matter—accom- 

plishment may have opened doors and broke 

down major barriers in the quest for gender ee 

equality, but so much remains to be done else- Nets Aitintar a RETES 

where in the world—where abusive and re- 

pressive conditions against women tend to be 

the norm rather than the exception. 
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Ali interviews Sharon 


By Nestor U. Torre 


HARON CUNETA IS 
S one of the most-inter- 

viewed stars in show 
biz. She’s been grilled so of- 
ten on TV and in print that 
we seem to know everything 
about her—in fact, perhaps 


even more than some of us 
would care to find out! 


Talk show 

So, when we heard that Ali Sotto 
was interviewing Sharon on her ABC- 
5 talk show last Tuesday, March 21, we 
were less than thrilled. Still, we made 
it a point to catch the show—and 
we're really glad we did, because it 
turned out that both Ali and Sharon 
had a lot more to offer than the usual 


Sharon Cuneta interview. 

This was because, as the two women 
glowingly revealed, they were best 
friends when they were both starting out 
in show business—Sharon at 12, and Ali 
at 16. As best friends, of course, they 
knew much more about each other than 
the standard interviewer-interviewee 
tandem, and they proceeded to regale 
viewers with their choice recollections 
and insights. 

They also brought the house down 
early in the interview when, in an in- 
spired move, Ali “challenged” Sharon to 
do a hula number! The two friends pro- 
ceeded to dance with grace, delight and 
wahine winsomeness. —What a sponta- 
neous and unusual treat! 

There was a lot of giggling and banter- 
ing, but Ali was also able to elicit some 
instructive insights from her stellar 
guest. Sharon revealed that her two ma- 
jor regrets in life were not completing 


her education, and marrying too early in 
life—not necessarily in that order! 


Achiever 

She further shared that growing up 
wasn't easy for her, because her dad had 
so many kids. She loved all of her sib- 
lings, but it was tough getting her fa- 
ther’s attention, She now reflects that 
this could explain why she's been suchan 
achiever all her life—to gain her dad's 
approval? Well, as everybody knows, 
she’s done much more than that, so she 
can rest easy. 

Sharon also reacted to people’s com- 
ments about her added poundage, point- 
ing out that she was'40 years old, for Pe- 
te’s sakes, so it was rather insensitive for 
people to still expect her to look as svelte 
asa debutante! 


Introspective moment 
In an even more introspective mo- 


ment, the Megastar re- 
vealed that she had some 
“private pains” that no- 
body knew about, 
and would be taking 
them to her grave. 

OF course, viewers 
started speculating 
what they could possi- 
bly be—was she a lonely 
child, a battered 
wife—what? Oh, stop. It’s 
supposed to be private, so 
please desist. 

Well, that’s how viewers are to 
their favorite celebrities—they 
want to know everything about 
them. So, if you want to know even 
more about Sharon, catch the second 
half of Ali's interview with her this 
coming Tuesday at 11 pan. This time 
around, Sharon will be zeroing in on 
Kiko and the kids. 


CUNETA. Growing 
up wasn't easy for 
the Megastar. 
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‘Thicker Than Water 


A TOUCHING FAMILY DRAMA COMES TO 
life on the Hallmark Channel at 9 p.m. on 
March 26. “Thicker Than Water” stars Melissa 
Gilbert (‘Little House on the Prairie”) as hot- 
shot lawyer Natalie 
Jones. 

Her life takes an 
unexpected turn 
when her father dies, 
leading to a disturbing discovery: She finds 
a faded photograph of her beloved father as 
a young man in an affectionate embrace 
with popular rodeo trick rider, Maggie May 
Jarrat. 

Natalie soon learns that Maggie May was 
her first wife. Devastated, she tracks down 
the woman, only to find out that she has 
passed away. She then meets Maggie May's 
daughter, Jesse (Lindsay Wagner), who holds 
the key to the bittersweet secrets Natalie 
wants to uncover 


Rudolf Golez 
“A Mostly Mozart Evening” features ac- 


claimed pianist, Rudolf Golez, on March 31 at 
the Francisco Santiago Hall in Makati. Russell 
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Gesu 


Brandon, the “Listener’s Guide,” will provide 
explanations to enhance the audience's ap- 
preciation of the music. Repertoire includes 
Mozart sonatas, Chopin's Szherzo in C# mi- 
nor op. 39 #3, and Paganini-Liszt’s Etude in A 
minor, 


Movies on TV 

‘On HBO, March 25 at 5 p.m., “Back to the 
Future.” 11:30 p.m., “The Boxer” 

On Cinemax, March 25 at 1 p.m, “Some- 
thing to Talk About.” March 26 at 6:30 a.m., 
“All the President's Men.” 


New ‘Spongebob’ episodes 

Last March 19, “Spongebob 
SquarePants” returned to the Nickelodeon 
channel, much to the relief of its young 
fans. With new episodes like “My Worst 
Friend's Wedding” and “Squidbob Tenta- 
clepants,” the show. offers more quirky fun 
and adventure. 

To celebrate Spongebob's return, Nick- 
elodeon is giving away exclusive Spongebob 
loot for five weeks in the channel's Watch n 
Win contest. 


RN [MARKET] 


Voice seminar at Mr C’s 

Learn to prevent voice problems and maxi- 
mize the capacity of your voice for profession- 
al use in the special half-day seminar, “In Love 
with My Voice," at Ryan Cayabyab’s The Music 
Studio today Dr. Rebecca Feliciano and 
Kitchie Molina will conduct the seminar from 
8 a.m. to 12noon. Call 844-3330 or 0917 909- 
6484, or email info@ryancayabyabthemusic- 
studio.com. 


“Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason’ 

HBO screens “Bridget Jones: The Edge of 
Reason” at 8 p.m. on March 26. Reneé Zell- 
weger and Hugh Grant reprise their roles in 
the original hit film. 


Kuh Ledesma and Bobby Soul 

Kuh Ledesma and Bobby Soul of The Plat- 
ters wax nostalgic on April 1 as they perform 
yesterday's memorable romantic anthems to- 
gether at the Mandarin’s Captain's Bar. Call 
721-6726 or 750-8888. 

Kuh shares that the concert is her way of 
“keeping the Platters’ music alive for future 
generations,” 


At the Activity Center 


Customer Service ext hotine: 0917 6095900, 
Customer Service Numbers: 


Glorietta -752 7272: rom 10am to 8pm 


Greenbelt -752 4853; trom ttam to 12m 


‘Alabang Town Centor - 842 2782: rom 10am to 8pm 
‘Ayala Center Cobu -(032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market! Market! - 886 7519 
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STI Prep School Graduation Program 


March 24, 2006 


‘Sunsilk Hair Talk Party 
March 26, 2006 


‘Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
‘April 1, 2006 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


Repertory Philippines presents.7 NG UMAGA 
M REPS Globe Theater March 24, 28. 


31, Apel 1:2, 7, 6.9 


Forinquiries, pla. cal 687-0710 


For Inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 lop 29 or visit www.ayalamusaum.org 
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And how to ‘get cool’ without heating up your electricity bill- . 


WE HAVE ALWAYS ASSOCIATED THE 
concept of air-conditioning with the 
Western world. In a way, that would be 
correct, since the first modern air-con- 
ditioning system using electricity was 
invented in Brooklyn, New York by 
Willis Haviland Carter in 1902. 

But the air-conditioning system, 
which in our tropical context usually 
means refrigeration or cooling of indoor 
air temperatures, has actually been 


around for thousands of years in a part 
of the world where we expect air-condi- 
tioning to be really doing brisk busi- 
ness-in the desert climate of the Middle 
East. 

‘According to the encyclopedia sec- 
tion of www.reference.com under “air- 
conditioning”, “an earlier form of air 
conditioning was invented in Persia 
Gran) thousands of years ago in the 
form of wind shafts on the roof, which 


caught the wind and passed it through 
water and blew the cooled air into the 
building” 

But leave it to Westerners to compli- 
cate the process, and, ultimately, make 
the system more efficient, portable, and 
easier to use for the common citizen. 
‘According to reference.com, before 
Carrier's invention, “19th century 
British inventor Michael Faraday dis- 
covered that compressing and liquefy- 


inga certain gas could chill air.” 

Faraday's idea, however, remained 
largely theoretical, until the electrical 
version of air conditioning was finally 
invented by Carrier in 1902 to control 
temperature and humidity for im- 
proved manufacturing process control, 
and the first practical air-conditioning 
system for a printing plant in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

“Later, expensive air conditioning 


systems were applied to increase pro- 
ductivity in the workplace. Later still, 
air conditioning use was expanded to 
improve comfort in homes and automo- 
biles, Residential sales didn’t take off 
until the 1950s.” 

‘The first air conditioners and refrig- 
erators employed toxic gases like am- 
monia and methyl chloride, which re- 
sulted in fatal accidents when they 


leaked. Thomas Midgley Jr created the 
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Panasonic Air Conditioners: 


The way to fight 
the invisible 
household enemy 


ERASER EEG 
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Panasonic 
ideas for life 


seeompsn eats arms 


WE USUALLY FIND OURSELVES SHUNNING 
the outdoors for fear of inhaling airborne 
viruses and bacteria. Overprotective mothers 
would rather lock their kids up inside their 
homes than get themselves dirty playing out- 
doors with their friends. 

Very few of us, however, are aware that in- 
door air quality is actually fast becoming the 
world’s top environmental health problem. In 
fact, the US Environmental Protection Agency 
found out that indoor air pollution is two to 
10 times worse than outdoor. 

Surprisingly, the EPA study also showed 
that air pollution levels in many well-insulat- 
‘ed homes is even higher than the most pollut- 
ed cities in the world. This is why a lot of pe 
ple develop asthma and other respiratory dis- 
eases even when they stay indoors most of the 
time. 

In the Philippines alone, about eight mil- 
lion Filipinos have respiratory problems and 
over six million children have asthma, mak- 
ing the Philippines the allergy capital of Asia. 
A nationwide study conducted by the Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas shows about 12.4 percent 
of children 14-15 years old are afflicted with 
asthma. 

So how do you fight the invisible enemy in 
your household environment? Fortunately, 
Panasonic has come up with another bright 
idea that promotes reduction of sources of 
pollution while improving ventilation indoors 
through a new line of window and split type 
air conditioners. 

‘The new Panasonic Air Conditioners now 
perform more than just cooling because they 
are developed with the Super Alleru-Buster 
Filter technology that employs three func- 
tional materials to deactivate various harmful 
elements such as Anti-allergen for Pollen and 
Dust mites, Anti-Virus and Bio-Elimination for 
Bacteria and mould. 

‘Another good news is, the Panasonic Win- 
dow Type Air Conditioner has a very high En- 
ergy Efficiency Rating (EER) at 11.7. Govern- 
ment regulation for EER is at least at 9.3 
1J/Wh for 12,000 BtU/hr and below and 
8.8KJ/Wh for 12,000 BrU/hr and above. 

Panasonic Air Conditioners also have a Su- 
per Quiet feature that is as low as 39 decibels, 
producing lesser noise than a quiet library 
which is 40 decibels. This was made possible 
through a redesign of the air inlet to the turbo 
fan which greatly reduces wind-shear noise as 
well as the reinforcing of sound insulation. 

Breakthrough innovation 

‘The Split Type Air Conditioner, meanwhile, 
introduces the unique Auto Filter Cleaning 
feature-a break-through innovation in the 
cooling industry. The auto cleaning system 
works exactly like the conventional filter 
cleaning method of sweeping, vacuuming 
and discarding the filtered dust but without 
the physical effort-a technological advance- 
‘ment that makes it hassle-free for you and 
your family. 

‘Another feature of the Split Type Air Condi- 
tioner is the Supersonic AP System with auto 
refresh deodorizer that keeps indoor air-fresh 
and odor-free. 

‘We cannot undermine the importance of 
cleaning the filters if we want to avoid prob- 
Jems such as lower air volume and air con effi- 
ciency, increased noise, and unpleasant 
odors. 

With the new Panasonic Air Conditioners, 
your family will not just stay cool as the tem- 
perature starts to heat up for summer, they 
will stay safe and healthy too. ‘Truly making 
your family experience a feeling that's more 
than cool, more than clean, 


More than cool. More than clean. Panasonic Air Conditioners. No more 
troublesome filter cleaning with the Panasonic. Split type XC Series’ Auto Clean Robot! 

it automatically cleans the filter so it keeps functioning like it's new and mantains the unit's energy- 
saying performance. You get nothing but cool, clean, heaflhy air foryour family. 


‘Tho pad on the nozzle rubs 


Solf-cloaning function mantains its original 
the dust from tho filter mosh. 


airflow volume as when it was brand new. 


‘The trapped dust is thon 
vacuumed and exhausted 
through the vacuum duct. 
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first chlorofiuorocarbon gas, 
dubbed Freon in 1928, The refrig- 
erant proved much safer for hu- 
‘mans but not for the atmosphere's 
ozone layer. Freon, now known as 
R-22, will be phased out for use in 
new equipment by 2010 and com- 
pletely discontinued by 2020. 


The room air conditioner 
Perhaps nothing is more iconic 
of Western air-conditioning than 
the typical room air-conditioner. 
According to the US Department 
of Energy's Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy website, room. 
air conditioners, sometimes re- 
ferred to as window air condition- 
ers, cool rooms rather than the en- 
tire home or business. If they pro- 
vide cooling only where they're 
needed, room air conditioners are 
less expensive to operate than cen- 
tral units, even though their effi 
ciency is generally lower than that 
of central air conditioners. 
Smaller room air conditioners 

| (ie, those drawing less than 7.5 
amps of electricity) can be 

| plugged into any 15- or 20-amp, 
115-volt household circuit that is 

| not shared with any other major 
appliances. Larger room air condi- 
tioners (i.e, those drawing more 
than 7.5 amps) need their own 
dedicated 115-volt circuit. The 
largest models require a dedicated 
230-volt circuit. 


Energy efficiency 

‘Also according to the US De- 
partment of Energy, a room air 
conditioners efficiency is mea- 
sured by the energy efficiency ra- 
tio (EER). The EER is the ratio of 


the’ cooling capacity (in British 
thermal units-Btu-per hour) to the 
power input (in watts). The higher 
the EER rating, the more efficient 
the air conditioner. National appli- 
ance standards require. room air 
conditioners built after Jan. 1, 
1990, to have an energy efficiency 
ratio (EER) of 8.0 or greater. 

‘The Association of Home Appli- 
ance Manufacturers reports that 
the average EER of room air condi- 
tioners rose 47 percent from 1972 
to 1991. If you own a 1970s-vin- 
tage room ait conditioner with an 
EER of 5 and you replace it with a 
new one with an EER of 10, you 
will cut your air conditioning en- 
ergy costs in half. 

‘When buying a’‘new room air 
conditioner, look for units with an 
EER of 10.0 or above. Check the 


EnergyGuide label for the unit,” 


and also look for room air condi- 
tioners with the Energy Star label. 
ing and selecting 

‘The required cooling capacity 
for a room air conditioner de- 
pends on the size of the room be- 
ing cooled: Room air conditioners 
generally have cooling capacities 
that range from 5,500 Bru per 
hour to 14,000 Btu per hour A 
common rating term for air condi- 
tioning size is the “ton,” which is 
12,000 Btu per hour 

Proper sizing is very important 
for efficient air conditioning. A 
bigger unit is not necessarily bet- 
ter because a unit that is too large 
will not cool an area uniformly. A 
small unit running for an extend- 
ed period operates more efficient- 
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ly and is more effective at dehu- 
midifying than a large unit that cy- 
cles on and off too frequently. 

Based on size alone, an air con- 
ditioner generally needs 20 Btu 
for each square foot of living 
space. Other important factors to 
consider when selecting an air 
conditioner are room height, local 
climate, shading, and window 
size. 

Verify that your home’s electri- 
cal system can -meet the units 
power requirements. Room units 
operate on 115-volt or 230-volt 
circuits. The standard household 
receptacle is a connection for a 
115-volt “branch circuit. Large 
room units rated at 115 volts may 
require a dedicated circuit and 
room units rated at 230 volts may 
require a special circuit. 

If you are mounting your air 
conditioner near the corner of a 
room, look for a unit that can di- 
rectits airflow in the desired direc- 
tion for your room layout. If you 
need to mount the air conditioner 
at the narrow end of a long room, 
then look for a fan control known 
as “Power Thrust” or “Super 
Thrust” that sends the cooled air 
farther into the room. 

‘Other features to look for: A filter 
that slides out easily for regular 
cleaning; logically arranged con- 
trols; a digital readout for the ther- 
mostat setting, and; a built-in timer. 


Installing, operating 

A little planning before in- 
stalling your air conditioner will 
save you energy and money. The 
unit should be level when in- 


Room Air Conditioner 
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stalled, so that the inside 
drainage system and other mech- 
anisms operate efficiently. If pos- 
sible, install the unit in a shaded 
spot on your home's north or east 
side. Direct sunshine on the 
unit's outdoor heat exchanger 
decreases efficiency by as much 
as 10 percent. You can plant trees 
and shrubs to shade the air con- 
ditioner, but do not block the air- 
flow. Š 

Don't place lamps or television 
sets near your air-conditioners 
thermostat. The thermostat senses 
heat from these appliances, which 
can cause the air conditioner to 
run longer than necessary. 

Set your air conditioner’s ther- 
mostat as high as is comfortably 
possible in the summer. The less 
difference between the indoor and 
outdoor temperatures, the lower 


your overall cooling bill will be. 
Don't set your thermostat at a ` 
colder setting than normal when 
you turn on your air conditioner; it 
will not cool your home any faster 
and could result in excessive cool- 
ing and unnecessary expense. 

Set the fan speed on high, ex- 
cept on very humid days. When 
humidity is high, set the fan 
speed on low for more comfort. 
The low speed on humid days 
will cool your home better and 
will remove more moisture from 
the air because of slower air 
movement through the cooling 
equipment. 

Consider using an interior fan 
in conjunction with your window 
air conditioner to spread the 
cooled air more effectively 
through your home without great- 
ly increasing electricity use. 
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“Approximate dally electricity cost based on 
‘current generation charges on a four-hour 
average usage time. 
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Sanyo airconditioner 


to give the cooling 
level you desire. ; 


Model SA-186P 


Safety electric shock protector « 


Low noise compressor + Aluminum fins on condenser & evaporator 


+ High current protector + Washable air filter + Double insulation AC cord 


ee 


oe 


‘© MAGBAYAD NG 
CE TAMANG BUWIS 
ago ang April 17 deadline., 


DAYS TO GO 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Website: www.ing7money.net 


ce 
cc. S 


ti 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo © Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


Toxt u your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr_business@inqulrer. com.ph 


Laban, laban 
Sa Petron Rev-X! 


Gov't hikes 705 trade gap figure by 58%. 
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| Figures that matter in our nation's Ite 


Economic Costs of Avian Flu (2006) 

According to studies conducted by the Asian Development Bank, the 
|. ingering psychological effects of the bird fu scare in Asia wouid most 
adversely affect China, which could lose $80.6 bilion in consumption, 
|y rade and investment. The Philippines would be least affected, with 
|? iosses expected to reach $2.5 billon. The country is also expected to 
leisost losses In labor productivity, roughly pegged at $300 million, due to 
Incapacity and mortality inthe workforce 
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JAPANESE INVESTORS’ SURVEY 


RP remains an attractive investment site 


Investors dismayed 
by ‘substantial’ revision 


THE PHILIPPINES RAISED ITS 2005 TRADE DEFICIT BY 58 PER- 
cent yesterday in a revision that disappointed investors already dis- 
mayed by a doubling of the trade shortfall in January this year to 
$415 million. 


‘The Philippines, which also revised its trade 
figures in 2002, 2003 and 2004, said its final 
trade deficit last year was $6.16 billion com- 
pared to an earlier figure of $3.9 billion after 
Tate data showing higher imports was included 

“The National Statistics Office (NSO) said in 
a statement final imports last year were 
$47.42 billion from an earlier report of 
$44.91 billion. 

Financial investors have grown accustomed 
to periodic revisions of Philippine data but the 
scale of Friday's amendment surprised them. 

“Ies quite disappointing. It’s up substantial- 
1y” George Worthington, chief economist for 
Asia-Pacific at IFR Thomson Financial, said. 


“Ies pretty worrying given the list of the im- 
ports against the exports.” 

Exports in 2005 were revised to $41.26 bil- 
lion from a preliminary report of $41.01 billion. 

Earlier, the Philippines reported a 5-per- 
cent jump in January 2006 imports to $3.68 
billion due to higher purchases of energy 
products. The increase resulted in a trade 
deficit of $415 million compared to $207 mil- 
lion in January last year. 

‘Analysts said the shortfall, which included 
an B-percent drop in imports of electronic 
parts, assembled into finished products for 
export, indicated weaker growth prospects 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE PHILIPPINES REMAINS AN 
attractive destination for invest- 
‘ments from Japan due to its rela- 
tively lower total labor cost, accord- 
ing to a yearly survey by the Japan 
External Trade Organization. 
Jetro's 16th Survey of Invest- 
ment-related Cost Comparison in 
Major Cities and Regions in Asia 
showed that Japanese firms would 
still choose the country over its 


Asian neighbors because of the 
“minimum monthly wage and low- 
er social security burden ratio. 

‘The social security cost ratio is 
a comparison between employ- 
ers’ spending on pension as well 
as medical and employment in- 
surance, and the monthly wage 
paid out to employees. 

Hiroshi Yoneyama, Jetro Mani- 
la's director for research, said the 
survey „was . done... between. 
November and December 2005 


and covered 26 cities in 15 
economies in South Asia, South- 
east Asia, and East Asia. 

Jetro's survey covered two Philip- 
pine cties—Manila and Cebu. 

The 26 cities were bench- 
marked against the Japanese 
cities of Okinawa and Yokohama 
using the following indicators that 
were compared in terms of Ameri- 
can dollars: wages, land prices, of- 
fice rent, telecommunication ex- 
penses;atrpublic ilities. 


Jetro explained that the data for 
the study was obtained “by inter- 
viewing several selected Japanese 
manufacturing companies” or col- 
lected through local governments 
and related companies. 

But Yoneyama said one factor 
that affected the competitiveness of 
the Philipines was the higher price cuts fares 
of electricity. to spur local 
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GOLD: $549.60-550 -~ 
per ounce Hong Kong, March 24,2006 


STOCK MARKET 


SHRM EBT OARDA 
{See stock market reporton Page B4) 


Shares close higher 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 07-PERCENT HIGHER 
yesterday, extending gains to fresh six-year highs 
fed by support for index heavyweight, Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co., dealers said. 
Foreign investors continued to buy more 
shares, encouraged by the improving eco- 
Nomic and fiscal outlook for the Philippines, 
they said. 
“The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
index rose 15.35 points at 2,208.13 after 
SHARES! 62 
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Sweat dreams 


BANCO DE ORO PRESIDENT NESTOR 
Tan, according to reports, said that his 
„bank was still waiting for the response of 
iquitable PCI Bank to BDO’s famous 


$>. “merger” proposal. 
$i" “The reports did not say, however, if Tan, 
'' known in business as one of the loyal vassals 


‘n'the mall business empire of Henry Sy, was 
still in bed when he made the statement to 
media, 

Tt seemed that Tan was somewhere in 
sweet dreamland, at least to those in the wide 
awake stock market, on which both BDO and 
EPCIB are listed. 

For one, the market price of EPCIB shares 
has soared, indicating the market now ex- 
_pects that, if any deal will happen in EPCIB, it 


will involve CASH. 


Hey, that simply means it is not—as in “neg- 
‘ative, no way, never"—going to be any “merg- 
„er” or “takeover.” It has to be a “buyout.” You 
Know—involving cash! Quick! Somebody 
‘please nudge our good friend, Nestor 


INVESTORS in stocks are such that they buy 
up an issue like EPCIB, thus pushing up its 
price, only if they expect to make real money 
eventually. 

Now, the run-up of EPCIB shares did not 
happen because of the “merger” proposal 
from BDO. 

‘On the contrary, it became spirited only 
when GSIS president and general manager 
Winston Garcia announced that he had a 
ready, willing and able buyer for the GSIS 
holdings in the bankat a rather fantastic price 
of P95 a share. 

In comparison, the EPCIB shares were hov- 
ering at the P60s level for the past several 
weeks of market uptrend, and around the 
P70s at present. 

Allright, talk in the market has it that, for the 
past couple of months, some groups had been 
uying to depress the price of EPCIB shares. 

“Insiders said that those groups had been 
throwing EPCIB shares at each other, with the 
price going down after every transaction. 
=n short, it was price manipulation! And it 
Törced Garcia to threaten the groups with 
‘colurt suits if they continued to bring down 
the price of EPCIB shares. 

From what I heard, the groups had some 

big sounding names, some giant financial in- 
stitutions from Europe, one with a name that 
sounded German and another that sounded 
Swiss. 
NO WONDER then that now that the tables 
have turned, some people (who might or 
thight not have been set loose by the jilted SM 
group) accuse Cebu hometown boy Garcia of 
trying to cheer up the EPCIB issue. 

In effect, the loose talk put the Garcia fac- 
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tor, at least as far as the EPCIB issue was con- 
cerned, in the realm of the speculative. You 
know—much likea dream! 

‘And so, Garcia retorted that if guys like 
BDO's Tan thought that he was only bluff- 
ing, he was willing to buy BDO's shares in 
EPCIB—all of them—at the prevailing mar- 
ket price. 

It means Garcia still expects GSIS to make 
money, That is, if Garcia really has a buyer at 
P95 per, 

If it is another bluff, BDO's Nestor Tan 
should calit, right? 

Eventually, you see, the public (including 
the millions of members of both GSIS and 
SSS) will get to see the cards of Garcia and 
BDO. 

‘As this EPCIB “takeover” drama unfolds, 
more will be revealed to the public. It is the 
scheme of things in business. You cannot keep 
secrets forever. 

AND THAT, my dear GSIS and SSS members, 
even the SSS commission now realizes. 

‘The government-managed pension fund of 
the working class, according to insiders, has 
effectively decided to reject the rape, este, the 
“merger” (i.e. “takeover") proposal from the 
SM group. 

Only the other day, the commission en bane 
decided that the fund should join the GSIS in 
selling the shares in EPCIB to Garcia's still-se- 
cret buyer 

WHAAAAT—NO BIDDING? 

Anyway, the SSS commission wants to sit 
down with the buyer, while the SSS tries to 
squirm out of the court cases it got its own 
EPCIB shares caught into. 

Remember, dear members, those cases 
stemmed from—iwhat else—the same ad- 
vances of the passionate SM group toward the 
EPCIB shares of the SSS. 

‘When this cute administration of Gloriaet- 
ta came to power, the SSS under its present 
president Corazon de la Paz agreed to sell the 
shares to the SM group at a bargain! The deal 
naturally attracted court suits, 

‘And so right at this moment, the decision of 
the SSS commission is for the pension fund to 
get CASH—and not, in the words of a com- 
missioner, “toilet paper.” 

‘Okay, let's not sweat it; just tell me where 
does the SSS decision put the “merger” pro- 
posal of BDO? In dreamland? 
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$20-B mark 


in 2006, BSP official says 


Level enough to cover four months worth of imports 


By Doris C, Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIP- 
inas expects the Philippines to end 
the year with over $20 billion in gross 
international reserves, up from $18.5 
billion in 2005. 

According to Iluminada Sicat, BSP 
director for research, the $20 billion 
to $21 billion in GIR would be 
enough to cover four months worth of 
imported goods and services. 

The country’s foreign exchange re- 
serves already hit a new record high 
of $20.58 billion at the end of last 
month on strong inflows, primarily 
due to foreign borrowings. 

The GIR outlook was also in line 
with expectations of a strong bal- 
ance of payments position, follow- 
ingan increase in exports and remit 
tances from overseas Filipino work- 


ers. 

‘The GIR—consisting of the BSP's 
gross foreign currency holdings, 
gold reserves, special drawing 
rights from multilateral institutions 
and foreign investments— indicate 
the country's ability to service the 
foreign exchange requirements of 
the economy for imports and debt 
servicing. 

On the other hand, the BOP ac- 
counts for the foreign exchange 
transactions between the domestic 
economy and the rest of the world. 

“To gauge the fundamental 
strength of an economy, the level of 
foreign exchange reserves is a better 
indicator than the exchange rate, 
said University of Asia and the Pacific 
economist Victor Abola, "the amount 
of reserves a country has point to its 
ability to absorb external shocks.” 


But Abola warned that the peso’s 
sharp appreciation would result in 
lower economic output. 

He said the strong peso was also 
extracting a heavy toll among OFWs 
and exporters who receive less pesos 
for the foreign currency they earn. 

Keeping a safe buffer, the 
economist noted, was one of the bit- 
ter lessons of the financial crisis of 
1997-98. 

Since then, he said countries start- 
ed to accumulate foreign reserves asa 
precautionary measure against an 
unexpected outflow of capital. 

“We should then use much of the 
OFW remittances to build up our re- 
serves to at least six months, initially, 
and up to 12 months by 2009, main- 
tain a competitive exchange rate, and 
let our central bank pay off its dollar 
debts,” Abola said. 


Aboitiz unit ties up with SN Power 


By Abigail L. Ho 


ABOITIZ EQUITY VENTURES (AEV) 
unit Aboitiz Power Corp. has formed 
a joint venture with SN Power Hold- 
ing Singapore, a unit of Norway's SN 
Power Invest AS, to bid for some of 
the National Power Corp's hy- 
dropower assets. 

1n a statement issued yesterday, the 
parmership, SN Aboitiz Power (SNAP), 
said it would bid for the 360-megawatt 
(MW) Magat hydropower facility in Is 
abela and the 100-MW Pantabangan and 
12-MW Masiway assets in Nueva Ecija. 

SNAP said it had already met the 
initial requirements that the Power 
Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM) set for the bid- 
ding. 

“We are anxious to see the privati- 
zation process move forward quickly. 
By submitting the consortium decla- 
ration before an announced official 
deadline, we are signaling the seri- 
ousness of our intent as a bidder, pro- 


RP still an attractive investment site 


vided the privatization process can be 
expedited,” said SNAP senior execu- 
tive Luiz Miguel Aboitiz. 

PSALM intends to sell the Magat 
and Pantabangan-Masiway facilities 
within the year. 

SNAP said it hoped to contribute to 
“the positive and sustainable devel- 
opment of the energy sector in the 
Philippines” by bringing together “the 
best of local and international hy- 
dropower and investment experi- 
ence.” 

Aboitiz Power parent firm AEV an- 
nounced in July last year that it had 
formed a partnership with Norway's 
SN Power to jointly bid for and develop 
the Napocor hydropower assets that 
had been lined up for privatization, 

‘The Aboitiz Group, through wholly 
owned subsidiary Hydroelectric De- 
velopment Corp. (Hedeot), is now the 
country’s largest mini-hydro develop- 
ment firm, controlling more than P3.3 
billion worth of hydropower genera- 
tion assets, including 19 generating fa- 


cilities in Benguet and Davao with 113 
‘MW of total installed capacity. 

Hedcor was also the first company 
to win the bidding for a Napocor as- 
set. 

Tn March 2004, the firm won the auc- 
tion for the 3.5-MW Talomo mini-hydro 
facility in Davao for $1.37 million. 

“The Aboitiz group has since expressed 
interest in bidding for more Napocor hy- 
dropower assets in the future. 

Apart from the Magat and Panta- 
bangan-Masiway facilities, Napocor 
hydroelectric power facilities that 
have been lined up for privatization 
include the 75-MW Ambuklao and the 
100-MW Binga in Benguet, the 108- 
MW Aplaya in Misamis Oriental, the 
0.8-MW Amlan in Negros Oriental, 
and the 246-MW Angat in Bulacan. 

SN Power and its international sub- 
sidiaries develop, invest in and oper- 
ate power generation facilities on a 
long-term basis, with focus on hy- 
dropower in selected markets in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 
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Mou Be ice: 26480000 
LOT 18- VACANTLOT 

LA: 20.80 3qm. 
{357A Brgy. Matsas Na 
Kahoy, Gan Nab, 

‘Meena Pc 38.19900 
‘Torte. vicwrior—— 
LA: 320.50 sqm. 

(Lat 3597-4- Brgy. Mataas Na 


TOT 1- LOT E MPROVEMENT 
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#1072- LOT & MPROVEMENT 
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TOT T- VACANTLOT 
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‘Mesa BP: 2,300.0 
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‘Meira Bia Pres- 242,1000. 
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TOT H -LOT E PROVEMENT 


LA: Wsqm, 
{a 14 BN 4 Brgy Eset acts, 
(at Naa, Sio Domingo 


Mea Boa Pree. 
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LOT 38-LOT 6 IMPROVEMENT 
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LA: Tiisa, 
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Lot 2160 6 tot 2180 By 
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‘Lot 7 Maa Sio Danio, 
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LA:2.1M sam, 
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LA: 20sm, 
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73-8888 


ERTIES ANO PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. PLEASE CONFIRM ATTENDANCE TO ENSURE SEATS AND PARKING. 


From page BI 
wage for workers, basic charge for landline 
telephones and mobile phones, corporate 
electricity rates, container transport, gasoline 
and diesel prices, and corporate income tax 
were higher than those in Chinese and South 
Asian cities. 

On the other hand, Philippine rates were 
competitive in terms of monthly office rent 
and housing rent for foreigners. 

Yasutomi Ota, Jetro Manila executive di- 
rector, said the results of the survey were simi- 
lar with those of a study conducted by the 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
try that were publicized earlier. 

“Generally, Japanese companies are con 
cemed about the legal minimum wage, cor- 
porate income tax and adequacy of infrastruc- 
ture in the Philippines," Ota said. 

“Although those of us who are working 
here know better, corporate executives based 
in Japan have a relatively negative perception 
about the cbuntry’s peace and order situation 
and political instability” Ota added. 

He said further that although the minimum 
wage was relatively higher in the Philippines, 
companies could hire more workers at the ba- 
sic pay rate. 

Ota said this made the country more attrac- 
tive to Japanese investors compared to 
economies where the legal minimum wage 
was lower but where few workers would ac- 
cept basic rates. 


Gov't... 


for 2006. Beyond electronic parts, the Philip- 
pines also imports crude oil, machinery, trans- 
port equipment, iron, steel and textiles. 

Exporters, who account for about 40 per- 
cent of Philippine output, have complained 
that a stronger peso, up around 9 percent 
since the end of 2004, is hitting their profit 
margins and competitiveness. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, who is bank- 
ing on the economy growing between 5.7 per- 
cent and 6.3 percent this year, has promised 
to offer cheap financing to exporters,to im- 
prove their earnings. 

‘The Philippine economy grew 5.1 percent 
lastyear Reuters 


Shares ... 


moving between 2,192.78 and 2,211.63, It 
was the index’s best closing level since Aug. 
27, 1999, when it finished at 2,221.24, 

‘The all-shares index rose 7.34 points to 
1,061.47. 

Gainers overwhelmed losers 74 to 28, with 
50 stocks unchanged. Volume was 1.27 bil- 
lion shares worth P1.77 billion, 

“A big part of our gains is due to foreign 
buying and we've been seeing this since late 
last year. What’s also worth noting is that the 
daily value turnover has improved to over a 
billion pesos,” said Lawrence de Leon of Ac- 
cord Capital Equities Corp. 

“These are indications of the optimism that 
the Philippine economy will do better this year,” 
he said, noting that the main index breached 
the 2,200 resistance amid hefty volume, AFP 
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SEC okays foreign stock offering of Megaworld 


Firm seeks to raise P4.8B in net proceeds 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SECURITIES AND EX- 
change Commission (SEC) has ap- 
proved holding firm Megaworld 
Corp.'s proposed international 
stock offering slated for April 24. 

In documents filed with the SEC, 
Megaworld said it has assumed a 
price of P1.44 a share and gener- 
ate up to P4.8 billion in net pro- 
ceeds for the primary portion and 
P580 million from the sale by one 
ofits major shareholders. 

Trading in shares of Megaworld 
will be suspended from April 7 to 
April 21 to pave the way for its in- 
ternational stock offer. 


Megaworld will sell up to 3.9 
billion common shares consist- 
ing of 3.5 billion primary shares 
and 423.2 million secondary 
shares. 

The secondary shares to be sold 
are owned by Colony-CB Richard 
Ellis, Megaworld’s foreign partner. 

The offer price will be calculat- 
ed ata zero to 10 percent discount 
using the 10-day volume average 
market price of Megaworld by 
April 6. 

Ofits total offer, Megaworld will 
sell 95 percent or 3.7 billion shares 
to international investors and 5 
percent or 196 million shares to lo- 
cal investors. 


Early 
RETURN ON 


crease its offer by 588.47 million [Hee 
shares to raise the total offer size 
to 4.5 billion shares. 

Megaworld has tapped UBS AG 
as its international underwriter 
and BDO Capital and Investment 
Corp. to manage the local offer- 
ing. 

Megaworld will embark on an 
international roadshow to lure for- 
eign investors to its offering start- 
ing March 27 until April 6. By the 
end of April 6, Megaworld hopes to 
determine its final offer price. 

Its offer period will be from 
April 10 to 18. Listing of the shares 
will be on April 24. 
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Ermita, Manila 


INVESTMENTS (ROI); 


Unit for as low as 
Megaworld has an option to in- Php17,888.00 Imonth S 


1415 M. Adrlatico St., 


FOR INQUIRIES PLEASE CALL! 


5220618 / 5220893 
0920-9242173 / 0917-5396888 
www.adriaticogrand.com 
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Glorietta Activity Cente: 
enter Makati City 


recontand computing, 
powered by Intel® Cenino® Mobile Technology. 
Mobike entertainment never looked or: 


so goodi 


Qosmio F20-P540 
Modai No: POF20L-00LO0H 
Portable widescreen AV entertainer 


= Intat® Centrino® Mobi Technology 
Init Pentlum® M Processor 750 
((.88GHz, 2MB L2 Cacho, S99MHz FSS) 
Inte PRO/Wireless 220086 Network Connection 802.1 10/9 
+ lng 915PM Express Chipset 
Genuine Windows® XP Home Eaion 
Mirosatt® Otice OneNoto™ 2003 
Toshiba ConigFree"™ Connectvty Too! 
ASONT (2 ps) (15.4") 38 4em 


Toshiba recommends Windows® XP Professional. 


The smartest entertainer 
with TV, stereo audio, 
HDD/DVD recorder and PC. 


Qosmio G20-P640 


‘Moa! No: POGZOL 10003 


‘The 1st AV Notebook PC with RAID Technology. 


+ Inil® Qenting® Mabie Technox 
Inta® Pontum M Processor 7 


[2GHz, 2MB L2 Cacho; SOMH FSB) 
- \htew® BROMreless 220080 Network Connection 802.11079 


Into 915PM Express Chipset 
Genuine Windows® XP Home Editon 
Microsoh® Ofice OnoNoto"™ 2003 


Toshiba ConigFrea™ Connecty Too 


SOONTT (2 amps) (17.09) 43.50m 
WXGA Clear SupaiViaw TFT display 


Super Deals 
from 
TOSHIBA 


From now until 2 April 2006, 
get the chance to own your 
dream laptop from TOSHIBA 
with the BPI Installment 
Madness ongoing at Glorietta! 


TOSHIBA, the world's no. +1 

provider of mobile computing solu- 

latest line up of 

notebook computers featuring the lat- 

est advancements in digital technolo- 

gy at this year’s BP] Madness Fair be- 
ing held from now until 

2 April 2006 at the Glorietta Activi- 
ty Center, Ayala Center, Makati 

During this limited engagement, 
TOSHIBA is offering the chance for 
‘consumers to own a Toshiba Note- 
book Computer designed for every. 
lifestyle. Starting with the best selling 
Satellite L20 that one can avail for as; 
low as P 5,832.50 a month, get the 
chance to own Toshiba's world fa- 
mous Satellite series including the 
new A100 series that boasts with In- 
tel's Core Duo Processor. All featured 
products come not just with irre- 
sistible prices but the opportunity to 
avail the products at zero interest for 
twelve months. 

What's more, each Toshiba Notebook 
Computer with the exception of the 
‘A100 is powered by Intel Centrino Mo- 
bile Technology, Clear SuperView dis- 
play, and DVD SuperMulti Drive. A’ 
24/7 toll-free call-back service for wars 


WAGA Clear SuporView TFT display 
1GB DDR2 SDRAM (allar upgred) 
80GB HOD wth snack sbsorbar 
DVO SuperMulti Double Layer Drive (OVD=RW/RAM) 
NVIDIA® GoForco™ Go6e00 wih 128MB VRAM 
1 card eae, 3 x USB 2.0, EEE 1994 ports 
1.Yer carry-in Intemational Linte Werenty (paris and labor) 


“Toshiba sotware RAD Technology (RAID=1 suppor) 
1GB DDR2 SDRAM (attr upgrade) 
16068 (80-8066) HOD with RAID-0 support 
{DVD SuperMulti Double Layer Drivo (DVDARW/RAM) 
$ NVIDIA® GeForce™ Go8600 wih 128MB VRAM 
* inegyatod Biston" 
% 8-in-1 card roador, dx USB 2.0, IEEE 1994 ports 
{Year carry-in International Limited Warranty (parts and albor) 


ienis 


ranty and technical support is also avail 
able via the Talk-2-Toshi 
details about this service just log on to 
ywww.pestoshiba-asia.com/hotline. 

‘The BP! Madness Fairs enables BPI 
cardholders to buy appliances at low 


interest rates and the most convenient: 
payment terms. BPI provides the most 
advantageous opportunities for card- 
holders, making it affordable for them 
to buy consumer electronics and other 
items that they otherwise would only 
dream about 

Roger Salvante, Senior Manager of 
‘Tricom Dynamics Inc. said that the 
participation of Toshiba in this yeat’s 
BPI Madness Fair aims to provide 
‘consumers with the opportunity to buy 
the Toshiba Laptop they most would 
like to own, on the best possible 


Qmo C 


Por OTN Pom #17793, solos ol 2008. Promotin parod s oriy i 2 A 2000. 


@) Talk-Z-Toshibba | farany nner 


aw pe Taimoaevia rominowwne | OR call us at +85 6744 7717 


P10,415.83 monthly 
‘BAP: P124,900, 


+ morosi vd provided monihiy bils sro ald two 10 bark approve Oriy ough BPY creat cords 


Toshiba Mobile Computing Partner: 

Tricom Dynamics, Inc www.tricom.com.ph. 

MAKATI Metro House Bldg., 245 Sen. GI Puyat Ave, Tet, 890-6525 to 32 Fax: 890-0698 
Shop Toshiba 

Corpi Gyberzon, SM Cty North Edsa North Avenua comer EDSA, Quezon Cly; Tol: 020-0140 
Eieciroworid: Park Scuaro 1, Ayora Contor Makati Tot 812.3800, 

Eicon Vaoy: 4/F SM Mania, Anrocoros St. Mania; Tot: 628-32 18/ 400-4878 

‘Toshiba ihopa: 

Sican Van spang Toum Gantar Ashong Munthe Ciy; To: 807-007 

‘Abonson-Avant 2/F Groorion 4, Ayata Contor Maicon Ciy: Ta: 736-2316 10 17, 

‘Sekngon Computer Suporator AF Maga B Bdg Mogra Edan Orbgas Conor Te 639-818 


credit terms. 
For further information, please 
er 
MOBILE hate 


ERNEA aS 
SHEA = aston DNAN 


Princess Ann M. Romero 
‘Tricom Dynamics Ine 
Tel: 890-6525 loc 452 
1x: 890-0698 
Email; ces.romero@tricom.com.pb 


www.pe.toshiba-asia.com š 
ion 


TECHNOLOGY 


erate mopser Cm tne ame tc ser eS es a A a ee ee eae eas ee A EA 
ps a Sa ea aa ap om oer atone Honntainn cw 


Choose freedom 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


D BUSINESS 


P8-B SLEX rehab finally underway 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 


Repair of Alabang viaduct expected to be completed in 2 years 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE -P8-BILLION PROJECT TO 
repaif, widen and extend the South 
Luzon Expressway (SLEX) was 
launched yesterday, starting with 
the initial work on the dilapidated 
Marcos-era Alabang viaduct. 

‘According to officials of South 
Luzon Tollway Corp. (SLTC), the 
first phase of the project—the re- 
pair and widening of the viaduct 
itself will take at least two years 
tofinish. 

SLTC is a joint venture be- 
tween Philippine National Con- 
struction Corp. (PNCC) and 
Malaysian toll operator MTD 
Capital Bhd. 

MTD chair Dato Dr. Nik Hus- 
sain Abdul Rahman said prelimi- 
nary work on the Alabang 
viaduct—which allows motorists 
to bypass the congested Alabang- 
South Super Highway intersec- 
tion—began yesterday with pre- 
civil works along Bunye Road. 

‘The entire project will initially 
be funded by a $50-million capi- 
tal infusion by the group's 
Malaysian principals, while an- 
other $60 million will be raised 
through a syndicated loan from 
commercial banks, he said. 

‘The viaduct rehabilitation is ex- 
pected to improve the volume ca- 
pacity, riding quality, and structural 
integrity of the superstructure 

The project’ second phase, on 
the other hand, will include the 
upgrade and widening of the Ala- 
bang-Sta. Rosa stretch from the 
current six lanes to eight lanes, 
and the Sta. Rosa-Calamba stretch 
from four lanes to six lanes. 

The final phase calls for the ad- 
dition ofa new four-lane highway 
from Calamba to Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas. The extension will in- 
clude an associated spur toward 
the existing Southern Luzon Arte- 
rial Road (Star). 

Yesterday, Transportation Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza briefed 
President Macapagal-Arroyo on 
the project and assured her thatit 
‘would begin on the second quar- 
ter ofthis year. 

‘An estimated 150,000 vehicles 
ferry over a million passengers 
via SLEZ everyday while over 60 
percent of all produce in Luzon 
passes through it en route to ma- 
jor markets and air and sea ports. 


Exporter 
revs up 
Subic trade 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A MANUFACTURER OF AFTER- 
sales car body kits based in Subic 
yesterday announced that its ex- 
port venture had reached full 
throttle, shipping out as much as 
160 sets a month. 

George Ramirez, president of 
McGram Fusion Inc, said the com- 
pany had reached its export target 
volume for car body kits made of 
fiber glass, carbon fiber and kevlar. 

Ramirez explained that the kits 
were primarily for car owners 
‘who want to enhance the aesthet- 
ic features of their vehicles. 

“AlL our products, including the 
restored vehicles refitted with some 
modem parts, are for export,” he 
said, “The restored cars are either 
left-hand drive vintage or right- 
hand drive brand new models. That 
‘means none of our products would 
be allowed to be registered or used 
inthe Philippines.” 

Ramirez's announcement 
camejjust as Subic authorities de- 
cided to push for the revival of 
the racing circuit at the Freeport. 

‘Armand C. Arreza, Administra- 
tor of Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thority, said Ramirez's business 
would boost the revival of the 
Subic International Raceway. 

“One of the reasons why Subic 
is a staple name in the racing in- 
dustry is because we have one of 
the most difficult race tracks in 
the country” Arreza said. 

Also, the SBMA announced that 
a Finland-based institution, Wartsi- 
Ja Land & Sea Academy Inc., would 
infuse an additional P6 million to 
‘expand its existing facility in Subic. 

WLSA plans to operate and 
manage a training center that 
would conduct maritime and 
power plant trainings. 

In 2001, WLSA started operat- 
ing in Subic its regional training 
and research center for the Asia- 
Pacific rim, offering specialized 
nautical engineering courses and 
product services for seafarers, 


TEACHERS and students learn new skills with the help of Community Technology Learning Centers 


funded by Microsoft Philippines. 


Making IT work for students 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


THE CANIZARES NATIONAL 
High School in Cotabato City is 
plagued by the same problems 
hounding most of the country’s 
rural publie schools. 

Yet, despite the chronic lack 
of classrooms, teachers, books 
and facilities, the school high up 
in the mountains is buzzing 
with activity. 

Here, minority groups like 
the Tedurays and the Maguin- 
danaons are studying alongside 
their Muslim and Christian 
brothers, making documents 
and research papers using the 
latest in computer technology. 

‘The same is happening in the 
Davao Del Sur National High 
School. 

‘A physics class composed of 
fourth year high school students, 
for instance, will have groups of 
four bent over the latest comput- 
ers working out 
scientific prob- 
lems in a way 
they haven't done 
before. 

‘As a result, many of the stu- 
dents here were able to pull up 
their grades by as much as four 
percentage points. 

‘These are just some of the 
many good fruits produced by 
the Partners in Learning program 
of Microsoft Philippines, which 
last year celebrated its 10th year 
of operations in the country. 


World’s biggest 

Partners in Learning is a glob- 
al program designed to help 
people “realize their full poten- 
tial” by making the most of in- 
formation technology. 

Microsoft is in an enviable 
position to do that, being the 
world’s biggest software devel- 
‘opment company. 

Global in scope but local in 
implementation, the program 
provides significant investment 
in software. More than $250 
million in cash grants had been 
turned over in the course of five 
years to deliver information and 
communication skills training, 
tailored curriculum develop- 
ment, technical support and re- 


CORPORATE 
CITIZEN 


search funds and resources to. 
students and teachers. 

PIL has been in the Philip- 
pines for some three years and is 
made possible by Microsoft's 
partnerships with the Depart- 
ment of Education, over 28 reg- 
istered Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions, 200 colleges and universi- 
ties across the Philippines, non- 
government organizations such 
as the Philippine Business for 
Social Progress, and scores of 
volunteer faculty members and 
students. 


Encouraging 

‘These partnerships under PIL 
do not directly benefit the stu- 
dents alone, but teachers as well 

Sandee Bodikey, who teaches 
physics at the Davao Del Sur 
National High School, says PIL 
helped her become an even bet- 
ter teacher and member of the 
community. 

“I was able to 
better engage my 
students, and the 
quality of my 
teaching has im- 
proved,” Bodikey said. "It is very 
encouraging to see students in- 
teract with technology, especial- 
ly in these public schools where 
they haveso litte” 

‘Anwar Ito, a technology and 
livelihood teacher at the 
Canizares National High 
School, shares Bodikey's senti- 
ment. 

“The training developed me 
professionally, and gave me the 
‘opportunity to share my knowl- 
edge,” he said. 

to added that there was a 
time when it was so hard to get 
the students to attend classes. 

But when they saw what 
computers can do, they found a 
reason to go to school and par- 
ticipate in classes with enthusi- 
asm. 

“Now, they don't even want 
to go home because they are so 
excited,” Ito said. 

Sam Jacoba, who handles the 
PIL program for Microsoftin the 
Philippines, says Microsoft in- 
tends to infect the entire educa- 
tion system with the same en- 
thusiasm. 


SOME of the finalists to Microsoft Philippines’ Innovative Teachers 


Leadership Awards 


With the way the program 
has been progressing, Microsoft 
has every reason to believe that 
it will happen one day. 

The PIL program has already 
trained more than 3,500 teach- 
ers from 3,000 public high 
schools nationwide, forging a 
network of ICFenabled educa- 
tors across the country. 

Jacoba said it was the teach- 
ers who proved to Microsoft 
that the program was working 
and making a difference in the 
lives of children and the com- 
munities. 

To recognize these teachers, 
Microsoft started giving out the 
Innovative Teachers Leadership 
Awards to honor and reward 
secondary public school teach- 
ers who have ingeniously inte- 
grated technology in classroom 
teaching and learning. 

‘The first winner was Sherlita 
Daguisonan of the ligan City 
East High School, who inspired 
first year students to learn Math 
through computers. 

The award is one of Mi- 
crosof’s programs designed 
specifically for teachers in the 
Philippines, 


Potentials unleashed 
Other programs include: 
‘No Teacher Left Behind, 

which involves the training of 
public school teachers in more 
than 200 colleges and universi- 
ties on basic information and 
communications technology, 
desktop productivity and soft- 
ware development; 

e Teachers PC, which is a 
partnership between Microsoft, 
Intel and Asia United Bank, to 
allow public schoo! teachers to 
have their own personal com- 
puters at friendly terms, 

‘@PIL Community, which 
connects educators, administra- 
tors, students and parents 
through technology; and, 

Faculty and Student Am- 
bassador Program, which is a 
mult-university network that 
facilitates technology transfer 
and instills community service 
toteachers and students. 

Jacoba said Microsoft has 
taken a special interest in up- 
grading teachers’ skills, espe- 
cially in public high schools, be- 
cause it believes that, for every 
teacher trained and skilled 
properly, there are dozens of 
students and co-teachers who 
stand to benefit. 

Bodikey, for instance, is now 
involved in curriculum develop- 
ment in Mindanao under the 
Basic Education Assistance for 
Mindanao project. 

‘The project was designed to 
improve the quality of education 
in Mindanao, particularly those 
involving indigenous people. 

‘These and other stories from 
the teachers touched by the PIL 
have a common theme: infor- 
mation technology can make a 
difference in the lives of stu- 
dents and teachers. 

Microsoft is confident that, as 
the PIL program reaches out to 
more schools, it will not only be 
the potentials of the students 
and teachers that will be un- 
Jeashed, but that of the Philip- 
pines’ as well. 
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Unilab partners with CDO 
in helping malnourished children 


LEADING PHARMACEUTICAL FIRM 
‘United Laboratories Inc (Unilab) has 
pparmered with food processor CDO- 
Foodsphere Inc in a campaign to save 
children out of malnutrition and pro- 
vide medicines to, the poorest of the 
poor: 

According to Dindo Danao, execu- 
tive director of Odyssey Foundation, 
Which serves as the corporate social re- 
sponsibility arm of CDO-Foosphere, 
Unilab has committed to provide 
medicines, vitamin supplements and 
healthcare services for the beneficiaries 
of Gabay Buhay feeding program. 

Gabay Buhay is a supplemental feed- 
ing program launched by Odyssey 
Foundation last year to help hundreds 
of poor children suffering from malnu- 
trition. 

Raymund Santiago, corporate affairs 
officer of Unilab, described the parner- 
ship between the two companies as a 
significant step towards getting the pri- 
‘vate sector involved in addressing the 
gargantuan problem of malnutrition in 
the Philippines. 

“This parmership is in line with our 
goal of reaching out to the marginal- 
ized sector of society and a part of our 
corporate philosophy to provide afford- 
able and quality medicines to the Fil- 


ipino people,” he said. 

Danao said such partnership has 
benefited some 900 people when the 
two companies organized a medical 
mission and provided free medicines to 
the poor residents of Valenzuela City re- 
cently 

‘This was on top of the Gabay Buhay 
supplemental feeding program, which 
is now on its second leg, with 150 chil- 
dren-beneficiaries, who are provided 
with free nutritious food and vitamin 
supplements on a regular basis 

In its first leg of implementation con- 
ducted between May and October 
2005, the 16-week feeding program 
has restored to normal levels the weight 
of 116 previously underweight chil- 
Gren. 

‘According to the Food and Nutrition 
Research Institute (FNRI), some 3.7 
milion Filipino preschool children, 
with ages 0 to 5 years, were under- 
weight as of 2001. Children become 
underweight when they suffer from 
acute or present malnutrition. 

Danao said that under the CDO-Uni- 
lab tieup, medicines and vitamin sup- 
plements will also be provided to the 
‘extended familie of the children-bene- 
ficiaries, all of whom belong to the 
poorest households in Valenzuela City 


He said Odyssey Foundation seeks to 
duplicate its success in Valenzuela City 
to other parts of the country, with the 
help of CDO, Unilab and other corpo- 
rate sponsors. 

“This speaks well of our vision of pro- 
viding good nutrition and healthcare to 
malnourished kids,” Danao said. 

“The initial target under the parner- 
ship, he said, is to save at least 750 chit- 
dren from malnutrition by 2007. 

With an accreditation from the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commission and 
the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD), Odyssey re- 
ceives grants, gifts, legacies, donations 
and financial aids to assist its opera- 
tions focused on nurturing the health of 
underweight children in the Philip- 
pines. 

(CDO-Foodsphere is a multi-awarded 
‘meat processing firm with deep con- 
cem for the welfare of the less privi- 
Jeged members of our society. 

Unilab, on the other hand, is the top 
drug manufacturer with 60 years of 
corporate experience in developing, 
manufacturing and marketing a wide 
range of prescription and consumer 
health products covering all major ther- 
apeutic categories in the Philippines 
and other Asian counties. 


ADB PRESIDENT, BRITISH AMBASSADOR HONORED 


“The Oxford and Cambridge Club of the Philippines. 
heid a reception in honor of the British Ambassador to 
the Philippines, His Excellency Peter Beckingham 
(Cambridge) and the Asian Development Bank Presi- 
dent Haruhiko Koruda (Oxford). Among the Flipinos 
who graduated from Oxford and Cambridge are: Fred 
Elizalde (Cambridge), Antonio Araneta (Oxford), Am- 
‘bassador Jose Romero (Cambridge), Ambassador 
‘Jose Syjuco (Oxford), Ferdinand Marcos (Oxford), 
Philip Romualdez (Oxford), Jeffrey and Winnetred 
Ching (Cambridge), Luis Virata (Cambridge), Eliza- 
beth-Cu-unjeng Virata (Cambridge), Philip Cu-unjing 
(Cambridge), Antonio Periquet (Oxford), David Kauf- 
man (Oxford) and Anatess Amaldo-Oracion (Cam- 
bridge). The club's president is Philip Romualdez who 
graduated Master af Letters trom Trinity College at 
(Oxford University. Romualdez sees the Oxbridge Club 
to beat the center of major Briish-related activities in 
the Philippines. He said that it will further business re- 


EFFIE NAÑAS DANCENTRE’S 
SUMMER PROGRAM 

Myou are looking for good quality time that will 
fill your summer appetites for cool and one-of-a- 
kind activities, the Effie Nafias DanCentre's sum- 
mer program is just for you. The DanCentre, con- 
veniently located at the th level of the Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall and easily accessible through the MRT, 
has prepared an exciting line-up of summer activ- 
ities suitable for kids and adults alike. Ballet 
‘lasses are offered from age 3 up to the advanced 
and professional levels, while new activites such 
a Pilates, Jazz, Hip-hop, Ladies’ Ballet, and Ball- 
toom Dancing are also included in the DanCen- 
tre's summer program. For further inquiries 
please call 633-7871 or you may visit our studio 


at the 4th level of the Shangri-la Plaza Mall, Man- 
daluyong. We look forward to seeing you this 
summer at the Effie Nañas DanGentre. 


SYNGENTA MARKS STH YEAR WITH TREE-PLANTING ACTIVITY 


Agribusiness leader 
Syngenta Philippines 
Inc celebrated its Sth 
year anniversary with a 
‘ree-planting activity re- 
cently held at C5 East 
Rembo Service Road in 
‘Makati City. The activity 
is part of the company’s, 
global tree-plating pro- 
ject with a mission of 
planting 40,000 trees 
globally. Syngenta has 
planted a total of 47 
trees at C5 which repre- 
sent the number of Syngenta Crop Protection 
‘member-staff in the Philippines. Organized by the 
Department of Environmental Services of Makati 
City, the tree-planting project aims to sustain the 
‘company's overall campaign on environmental 


Tm 


G&G LOGISTIC: 

G&G Logistics Inc recently launched its brand ot 
services Ship Wise for LCL Domestic Cargo Con- 
solldation Service and Sure Cargo for FCL Domestic. 
Cargo Service. The soft launching was made simul- 
taneous in Manila, Davao, Cebu, GenSan, Zam- 


` 


protection. Shown in photo are (from lett): Hector 
Lojo, VP for corporate sales and professional 
products; Thiele Topacio, VP for marketing: Nap 
Saavedra, VP for technical and development, and 
Edgar Juan Surtida, president and CEO. 


2006 
boanga and Cagayan. Shown in photo are the G&S 
‘Davao marketing team (from left): Ronaldo Sa- 
‘mong, vice president for marketing; Ritcheli Palma, 
Ruben Dinoy, Joseph Arthur A. Garcia, chief execu- 
tive officer, Mark Monge and Stan Javier. 


100 years of waking up to Kellogg’s 


KELLOGG, THE COMPANY THAT INVENTED 
flaked cereals and urged people to improve 
their health by changing their breakfast habits, 
is celebrating its centennial anniversary world- 
wide. 

Company founders Will Keith Kellogg and his 
brother Dr. John Harvey Kellogg discovered the 
process of creating cereals in Battle Creek, 
Michigan. By extracting the corn grit or “sweet- 
heart of the com” and adding malt flavoring, 
the two were able to come up with tasty com 
flakes, a discovery which paved the way for 
healthier, lighter and grain-based meals instead 
of heavy, fat-laden breakfasts. 

A pioneer in the ready-to-eat cereal business, 
Kellogg's was the first to invest in research and 
development to improve the nutritional quality 
of its products, The founders espoused the phi- 
Josophy that diet played an important role in a 
healthy lifestyle and that the most important 
meal of the day was breakfast. This was unani- 


mously confirmed through research conducted 
by top nutrition experts. 

‘Through the years Kellogg has continually 
improved its product line to meet the needs of 
consumers. It came up with the first high-pro- 
tein and high-fiber breakfast cereals ever of- 
fered to consumers, 

It was among the first food companies to re- 
spond to the growing awareness for the impor- 
tance of nutrition and fimess by publishing its 
nutrition policy, outlining its fortification prac- 
tices and commitment to nutrition, promoting 
responsible advertising and pushing for con- 
sumer education. Kellogg was the first cereal 
company to introduce nutrition labeling and list 
the amount of sugar in its cereals on the side 
panel ofits packages. 

Today, Kellogg’s is the leading cereal brand 
worldwide. It is commited to providing whole- 
some, nutritious and flavorful products to peo- 
pleall over the world, 


Cartoonist group goes 
malling in SM Exhibit 


THIRTY FIVE OF SOME OF THE 
country’s top editorial and strip 
cartoonists will showcase their 
works in Kartun, Komiks, at 
Karikatur, an exhibit marking their 
28th year, from March 27 to 30 at 
the SM Megamall Activity Center. 

This year’s theme, very appro- 
priately, will be malling - shopping 
and movie watching, with each 
cartoonist defining this phe- 
nomenon with strokes of his pen 
and wit. Part social commentary, 
part lifestyle insight, part personal 
perspective - these works from the 
Samahan ng Kartunista sa Pilip- 
inas (SKP) capture malling with a 
total sense of fun. 

SKP president Boboy Yanzon, 
says that Karun, Komiks, at 
Karikatur sets off a month long se- 
ries of events in line with the 
group's anniversary. Apart from 
the exhibit, the Megamall event 
will also feature a Caricature Ses- 
sion by Barry Jose, Norman Isaac 
and other artists on March 27 from 
3 to 6 pm. and a Workshop for 
Teenagers on March 28 at 1 p.m. 
Mike Tejido will conduct a Work- 
shop for Primary Students on 
March 29, and the Dirty Kitchen 
Band will perform in the area on 
March 30. All events will take 
place in SM Megamall's Activ 
Center. 


Other anniversary events in- 
clude the launching of the SKP 
Roster Book and the SKP official 
website. A special tribute to SKP 
founders as well as recognition 
awards will be presented at the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 
on April 18. 

SKP was established in 1977 by 
some of the country's top editorial 
and strip cartoonists from all ma- 
jor broadsheets and tabloids. 
These include Lary Alcala 
(Siopawman, Tipin), Hugo Yon- 
zon Jt. (Sakay n Moy, Dalagind- 
ing), Roni Santiago (Baltic & Co. ), 
Tito Milembiling (Kusyo at Bu- 
gok), Boy Togonon (of the Manila 
Times), Pol Soller (of the former 
Daily Express), and Gene Cabrera 
(of the Philippine Free Press). 

The organization seeks the ad- 
vancement of freedom of expres- 
sion in the Philippines through 
‘cartooning and graphics, to uplift 
the cartooning profession, and to 
foster fellowship of visual journal- 
ists from the Philippines and other 
countries. 

The Karun, Komiks, at 
Karikatur exhibit is one of the 
many exciting events at the SM 
Megamall. It will be held in coop- 
eration with the Department of 
Agrarian Reform, First GenMango 
Comics, Epson and Oishi. 


Monterey sparked hope 
for street children 


HOPE DOES SPRING ETERNAL 
and Monterey is one company 
who believes a tiny spark could 
make a lot of difference especially 
inthe lives of street children. 

During a recent visit to Tuloy sa 
Don Bosco in Alabang, Muntinlu- 
pa City through the cooperation of 
Tuloy Foundation, Monterey 
raised hopes and even brought joy 
imo the hearts of some 200 chil- 
dren by spending a morning of fun 
games and surprises. 

‘According to Riza Sacay, Mon- 
terey sales services head, the activ- 
ity was their own little way of giv- 
ing back to the community, “This 
has always been an important part 
of our publie relations thrust each 
year. I guess what made this visit 
special was that it coincided with 
Monterey’s 37th anniversary!” 

The event featured exciting 
games along with a brief talk on 
healthy and nutritious eating, a 
glorious musical performance by 
the children and a simple ceremo- 
ny to formally tum over Mon- 
terey's gifts to Tuloy Sa Don 
Bosco. 

Says Sacay, “We salute the ef- 
forts of Tuloy Foundation in em- 
powering the children to become 
responsible members of society 
nor just by providing them shelter 
but adequate education as well.” 

Ic even served as a good infor- 


mation campaign on healthy eat- 
ing. Sacay relates, "We are pleased 
to have been given the opportuni- 
ty to instill the benefits of proper 
nutrition toa healthy well being to 
the children. Of course, street kid 
or not, health is an important as- 
pect of life.” 

Tuloy sa Don Bosco is spear- 
headed by Father Rocky Evange- 
lista to give street children a place 
to call home. It started as a one- 
room shelter and has since moved 
to a sizable compound with a 
school, gymnasium and several 
dormitory buildings to boot. 

Having produced around 365 
graduates from its valued voca- 
tional courses, Tuloy Foundation 
via Tuloy Sa Don Bosco remains 
committed to serving the needs of 
those abandoned, orphaned or 
out-ofschool children in areas 
such as Parañaque, Las Piñas and 
Muntinlupa. 

Monterey was more than happy 
to have initiated the visit to Tuloy 
Sa Don Bosco, “The experience 
made us appreciate our blessings 
more. Also, it made us realize that 
with hope, determination and 
prayers, one can overcome the ad- 
versities and become who they 
want to be." ends Sacay. 

‘To know more about Monterey, 
please log on to www.monterey- 
foods.com. 


lations between the U.K. and the Philippines. The Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Club members (who are gradu- 
ates of either Oxford or Cambridge University in the 
United Kingdom) also elected chairman, His Excellen- 
cy Peter Beckingham, who is United Kingdom's Am- 
bassador to the Phlippines. Romualdez believes that 
the club will be able to effectively ink graduates of OX- 
{ord and Cambridge with work/business opportunities 
in areasfields where Oxbridge influence may work, ` 
“The Club will co-host visiting dignitaries who are 
graduates of Oxford and Cambridge (e.g. Prince 
Charles, former British Prime Minister M. Thatcher 
and former U. S. President Clinton). He added that the 
Club serves as link to graduates of Oxbridge coming 
to the Philippines (from other countries) for pleasure 
or business, Lastly, Romualdez said that the club is 
establishing strong ties with the other Oxford and 
Cambridge Clubs around the world and participates in 
their activities tke tourism, arts and business. 


HANDS ON MANILA BAGS DELL 
INNOVATION AWARD 2005 

Hands On Manila Foundation Inc (HOM), a non- 
profit organization that provides volunteer oppor- 
tunities in Metro Manila, bagged the 2005 Innova- 
tion Award sponsored by Dell during the recently 
‘concluded Hands On Network (HON) Leadership 
Conference in Boston, Massacusetts, USA. For 

more information about HOM, please attend its 

New Volunteers Orientation Session on Thursday: ' 
‘March 30, 6 p.m. at Powerbooks Greenbelt. You 

‘may also call 843-7044/5231 or visit www. hand- 
sonmia.org. Shown are Hands On Manila's chair 

and president lawyer Gianna R. Montinola (2nd 

from right) and trustee Junie S. del Mundo (right), _- 
receiving the Hands On Network Dell Innovation. ¥ 
Award from Juan Johnson, vice president of The 
Coca Cola Company and chair of the Hands On <i 
Network board of directors (left) and Brady Lum, 

vice president of strategic planning and North 
American Integration, The Coca Cola Company and 
vice chair of Hands On Network (2nd from left). 


NEW BERKLEY VP 

Alan Rafe, president of 

Berkley International 

Philippines Inc, has an- 

nounced the promotion 

of Maria Regina dela 

Vege-Cruz to the rank of 

vice president for cor- 

porate communica- 

tions, Dela Vega-Cruz, 

whois also a TV host of a public service program 
on IBC-13, has been with Berkley for almost five 
years now and has been largely responsible for fos- 
tering a better understanding ofthe unique and 
non-traditional marketing operations of Barkley's 
sole distributor, Family First Inc (FFI). With her pro- 
‘motion, dela Vega-Cruz is counted upon to further 
strengthen Berkiey’s strategic external and internal 
communications to complement and fit the pre- 
need giant's expansion plans and excellent showing 
in the Industry. Her major responsibilities include 
media relations, communications with planholders,. 
employees and the public-at-large, corporate social 
responsibility and special events management, 


PGA CARS, DON BOSCO SIGN MOA 
PGA Cars, the sole Importer and distributor of 
Porsche and Audi luxury cars in the Philippines, re, 
cently signed a Memorandum of Agreement with 
the Don Bosco Technical Institute Manpower Skills 
Training Conter. PGA Cars wi sponsor the training , 
‘of deserving and highly qualified student trainees of, 
Don Bosco's Industral Skills Training Program. 
‘Shown sealing tho agreement with a handshake arg 
Bro. Elmar C. Rodriguez, SDB (lat), technical direc" 
tor ofthe Don Bosco Technical Instituto, and Miguel 
G.Coyiuto, president of PGA Cars Inc during the 
signing ceremonies at the Porsche Centar Phiip- 
pines along 201 Edsa, Mandaluyong Cty 


o global impact 


YATCALL CENTER IS A CENTRAL- 
‘ized office used for the purpose of 
ceiving and transmitting a 
e volume of requests by tele- 
ione. A call centre is operated 
yy. a company to administer in- 
‘Goming product support or infor- 
hatin inquiries from con- 
‘stimers. Outgoing calls for tele- 
‘inarketing, clientele, and debt 
collection are also made. In addi- 
‘tion to a call center, collective 
‘fandling of letters, faxes, and e- 
“ails at one location is known as 
‘Brontact center, 
IZA call centre is often operated 
rough an extensive open 
"Workspace, with work stations 
‘that include a computer, a tele- 
phone set/headset connected toa 
felecom switch, and one or more 
supervisor stations. It can be in- 
lependently operated or net- 
Worked with additional centers, 
Soften linked to a corporate com- 
iuter network, including main- 
‘frames, microcomputers and 
SLANs. Increasingly, the voice and 
"data pathways into the center are 
linked through a set of new tech- 
nologies called computer tele- 
phony integration (CTD. 

Most major businesses use call 
centers to interact with their cus- 
tomers. Examples include utility 
companies, mail order catalogue 
firms, and customer support for 
scdimputer hardware and software. 
*Some businesses even service in- 
ternal functions through call cen- 
ters. Examples of this include help 
deskad sales support. 


Mathematical theory 

‘A call center can be viewed, 
from an operational point of 
View, as a queuing network. The 
simplest call center, consisting 
ofa single type of customers and 
‘statistically identical servers, 
“can be viewed as a single-queue. 
Queueing theory is a branch of 
mathematics in which models of 
such queuing systems have been 
developed. These models, in 
turn, are used to support work 
force planning and manage- 
‘ment, for example by helping 
‘answer the following common 
sstaffing-question: given a ser- 
wwice-level, as determined by 
‘'ianagement, what is the least 
‘umber of telephone agents 
wthat is required to achieve it. 
‘Prevalent examples of service 
levels are: at least 80 percent of 
thè callers are answered within 
$20 seconds; or, no more than 3 
‘pércent of the customers hang- 
Yig, due to their impatience, be- 
‘fore being served.) 

$a Queuing models also provide 


CPL ATTENDANCE AND PAYROLL OUTSOURCING 


sme 


qualitative insight, for example 
identifying the circumstances un- 
der which economies of scale pre- 
vail, namely that a single large 
call center is more effective at an- 
swering calls than several (dis- 
tributed) smaller ones; or that 
cross-selling is beneficial; or that 
a call center should be quality- 
driven or efficiency-driven_or, 
most likely, both Quality and Effi- 
ciency Driven (abbreviated to 
QED). 

Recently, queuing models have 
also been used for planning and 
operating skills-based-routing of 
calls within a call center, which 
entails the analysis of systems 
with multi-type customers and 
multi-skilled agents. 

Call center operations have 
been supported by mathematical 
models beyond queuing; for ex- 
ample, for forecasting of calls, for 
determining shift-structures, and 
even for analyzing customers’ im- 
patience while waiting to be 
served by anagent. 


Accommodation 

‘The centralization of call man- 
agement aims to improve a com- 
panys operations and reduce 
costs, while providing a standard- 
ized, streamlined, uniform ser- 
vice for consumers, making this 
approach ideal for large compa- 
nies with extensive customer sup- 
port needs. To accommodate for 
such a large customer base, large 
warehouses are often converted 
to office space to host all call cen- 
ter operations under one roof. 


Personnel management 
Centralized offices mean that 
large numbers of workers can be 
‘managed and controlled by a rel- 
atively small number of man- 
agers and support staff. They are 
often supported by computer 
technology that manages, mea- 
sures and monitors the perfor- 
mance and activities of the work- 
ers. Call center staff are closely 
monitored for quality control, 
level of proficiency, and customer 
service. Typical contact center op- 
erations focus on the discipline 
areas of workforce management, 
queue management, quality 
monitoring, and reporting. Re- 
porting in a call center can be fur- 
ther broken down into real time 
reporting and historical report- 
ing. The types of information col- 
lected for a group of call center 
agents typically include: agents 
logged in, agents ready to take 
calls, agents available to take 
calls, agents in wrap up mode, av- 
erage call duration, average call 
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duration including wrap-up time, 
longest duration agent available, 
longest duration call in queue, 
number of calls in queue, number 
of calls offered, number of calls 
abandoned, average speed to an- 
swer, average speed to aban- 
doned and service level, calculat- 
ed by the percentage of calls an- 
swered in under a certain time 
period. 

Many call centers`use work- 
force management software, 
which is software that uses his 
torical information coupled with 
projected need to generate auto- 
mated schedules. This aims to 
provide adequate staffing skilled 
enough to assist callers. 

‘The relatively high cost of per- 
sonnel and worker inefficiency 
accounts for the majority of call 
center operating expenses, influ- 
encing outsourcing in the call 
center industry. Inadequate com- 
puter systems can mean staff take 
one or two seconds longer than 
necessary to process a transac- 
tion. This can often be quantified 
in staff cost terms. This is often 
used as a driving factor in any 
business case to justify a com- 
plete system upgrade or replace- 
ment. For several factors, includ- 
ing the efficiency of the call cen- 
ter, the level of computer and 
telecom support that may be ade 
quate for staff in a typical branch 
office may prove totally inade- 
quate in a call center. 


Technology 

Call centers use a wide variety. 
of different technologies to allow 
them to manage the large vol- 
umes of work that need to be 
managed by the call center. These 
technologies ensure that agents 
are kept as productive as possi- 
ble, and that calls are queued and 
processed as quickly as possible, 
resulting in good levels of ser- 
vice. 

These include: ACD (auto- 
matic call distribution); Agent 
performance analytics; BITC 
(best time to call)/Outbound 
call optimization; IVR (interac- 
tive voice response); CTI (com- 
puter telephony integration); 
Call logger (captures detail of 
the phone numbers made to and 
from the center); Enterprise 
Campaign Management; Out- 
bound predictive dialer; CRM 
(customer relationship manage- 
ment); CIM (customer interac- 
tion management) solutions 
(Also known as “Unified” solu- 
tions); E-mail Management; 
Chat and Web Collaboration; 
Desktop Scripting Solutions; 
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TTS (text to speech); WFM 
(workforce management 

Voice analysis; Voice recogni- 
tion; Voicemail; Voice record- 
ing; VoIR and Speech Analytics. 


Call center dynamics 

‘Types of calls are often divided 
into outbound and inbound. In- 
bound calls are calls that are 
made by the consumer to obtain 
information, report a_malfunc- 
tion, or ask for help. These calls 
are substantially different from 
outbound calls, where agents 
place calls to potential customers 
mostly with intentions of selling 
or service to the individual 

Call center staff are often or- 
ganized into a multi-tier sup- 
port system for a more efficient 
handling of calls. The first tier in 
such a model consists of opera- 
tors, who direct inquiries to the 
appropriate department and 
provide general directory infor- 
mation. Ifa caller requires more 
assistance, the call is forwarded 
to the second tier, where most 
issues can be resolved. In some 
cases, there may be three or 
more tiers of support staff. If a 
caller requires more assistance, 
the caller is forwarded to the 
third tier of support; typically 
the third tier of support is 
formed by product engi- 
neers/developers or highly 
skilled technical support staff of 
the product. 

Owing to the highly technolog- 
ical nature of the operations in 
such offices, the close monitoring 
of staff activities is easy and 
widespread. This can be argued 
to be beneficial, to enable the 
company to better plan the work- 
load and time of its employees. 
Some people have argued that 
such close monitoring breaches 
human rights to privacy. Yet an- 
other argument is that close mon- 
itoring and measurement by 


quantitative metrics can be coun- 
terproductive in that it can lead 
to poor customer service and a 
poor image of the company, and 
an ability to keep within the 
“stats” while still doing horrible 
things. 

A popular call center site is 
the Philippines, owing to its 
abundant English speakers that 
are college graduates and Amer- 
icanized when it comes to En- 
glish accent and cultural affini- 
ties. The Philippines’ was an 
American colony for almost 50 
years. Filipinos are said to be 
the best outsourcing site outside 
North America since the accent 
is nearer to that of American 
consumers. 

For the Asia Pacific region, 
from India to Australia and New 
Zealand, Malaysia is emerging as 
one of the top locations for set- 
ting up call centers. The country 
has a history of ties with the En- 
glish-speaking world and En- 
glishlanguage education, as a 
former British colony. 

Canada is also a popular call 
centre site, with the relatively 
low Canadian dollar and low 
telecommunication rates. 

‘Around the world, there are a 
number of professional organiza- 
tions forming to develop and pr 
mote call center best practice 
management and operation, to 
overcome the negative aspects of 
a call cente, From 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wi- 
ki/Call_centers 
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Call centers use a 
wide variety of 
different 
technologies to 
allow them to 
manage the large 
volumes of work 
that need to be 
managed by the call 
center. These 
technologies ensure 
that agents are kept 
as productive as 
possible, and that 
calls are queued and 
processed as quickly 
as possible, 
resulting in good 
levels of service 


Easing the arduous payroll task 


CALL CENTERS HUM WITH ACTIVI- 
ty late at night till next morning. As 
call center agents animatedly talk 
over the phone, somewhere in the 
back rooms are employees who fever- 
ishly slave over attendance records 
and paychecks. These are unsung 
heroes who try their best to meet pay- 
roll deadlines either on a weekly or 
monthly basis. But unfortunately 
they don’t really work the graveyard 
shift. The volume of data they handle 
forces them to do so. 

The people of Human Resources or 
Finance are faced with the predica- 
ment of working extended hours all 
year round. They also handle com- 
plaints and inquiries of agents who, 
‘most often than not, are unforgiving 
when they feel shortchanged of their 
paycheck. This led some call center 
companies to outsource their atten- 
dance and payroll processing to com- 
panies such as CPI Outsourcing. 

CPI Outsourcing is a pioneer in the 
attendance and payroll outsourcing 
business, It has full outsourcing pack- 
ages that meet the tedious and rigor- 


ous demands of call centers. It has 
met and exceeded the varied precise 
specifications of its call center clients. 
Its Implementation and Development 
Group allows it to tailor fit its inter- 
nally developed software to meet any 
call center requirement. CP] Out- 
sourcing takes away the arduous 
tasks of attendance monitoring and 
payroll processing while providing an 
extensive line of solid, collaborative 
and content-<riven reports to support 
the company’s decision making pro- 
cess. 

On top of a complete line of atten- 
dance, payroll and government pre- 
scribed reports, CPI Outsourcing of- 


fers electronic paychecks, a public in- 
quiry kiosk secured by biometric tech- 
nology so employees can check their 
attendance and payroll information, 
paycheck sorting, bursting and label- 
ing, manual pay out procedures, full 
transaction encoding, last pay pro- 
cessing, leaves and loan monitoring as 
well as a Personnel Information Sys- 
tem installed at the client's site. 

‘To see what its clients say about its 
performance and how CPI Outsoure- 
ing could help you, log on to www.epi- 
outsourcing.com or send us an e-mail 
at marketing@cpi-outsourcing.com 
for a free requirements assessment 
and service demonstration. 


CPI Outsourcing is a pioneer in the attendance 
and payroll outsourcing business. It has full 
outsourcing packages that meet the tedious and 
rigorous demands of call centers. It has met and 
exceeded the varied precise specifications of its 
call center clients 
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Walk among Titans 


and fastbreak your career. 
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FOR 


INTRACO 


(Accreditation No. 73645) 


ANGOLA, WEST AFRICA 


‘CONVOY LEADER/SENIOR DRIVER 


Not more than 45 years old, with at least 5 years experience as heavy truckitrailer driver. Must be 
‘with good knowledge and experience in operating low bed and high bed units and has driven 
-Vehicles up to a gross combination weight of 180 tons. Must be capable of leading a team of 
-trailer drivers of diverse nationalities. Experience with VOLVO NHI2 and knowledge of 
troubleshooting of diesel-powered trucks will be an advantage. Must have a valid professional 
*driver’s license. 


‘LOW BED/HIGH BED TRAILER DRIVER 


‘Not more than 45 years old, with atleast $ years experience as heavy truck/traler driver. Must be 
With good knowledge and experience in operating low bed and high bed untis and has driven 
Vehicles up to a gross combination weight of 180 tons. Experience with VOLVO NHI2 and 

“knowledge of troubleshooting of diesel-powered trucks will be an advantage. Must have a valid 
professional driver's license. 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC 


„Not more than 45 years old, with at least 5 years experience in Volvo trucks (preferably). Ex- 
‘dealer experience would be an advantage but is not mandatory. Candidates must show initiative 
‘and drive. Must have a valid professional driver's license. 


„For the above posts: 
Difeult work conditions are to be expected. Candidates must expect long hours of work. Single 
tna renewabe contracts are offered. Salary in USS and leave rotations will be discussed at 
fnterview. Those with wide experience from foreign employers preferred. 


Applicants should apply in person and submit their curriculum vitae complete with a current 
photograph at the following address: 


Inc. 
3M Floor Light Tower Center 


1732 Dian Street 
Makati City 


No fees shall be collected from applicants. 
For manpower pooling only. 
Mag-ingat sa illegal recruiters. 


OPEN HOUSE ! “SY cree 
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187-c06n, ne? 0707, 0972-3871744, 0920-3719785 

Cali pam tom meine} _wevw.timataterealty com, —e 
For as Low as P10,045 a month 

call us at 827-2309 + 0916-2614819 » 829-508 + 810-6960 


BIG INVENTORY SALE! 


LOMBARDINI ENGINES (Italy) 
Model 6LD-400 


GiniroDevlopment Forte Realty 


LOMBARDINI SPARE PARTS 
(various models) 
‘VALMET/VALTRA SPARE PARTS 
ISEKI SPARE PARTS (Japan) 
Çan be inspected at warehouse. 
“As Is Where Is Basis” 

Pls. contact : Boy Torrente 

a 414-0341 / 411-0254 
ui Emerald Machinery Sales, Inc. 

> 289 C. Banawe St., Quezon City 


TO ALL U.P. CREDIT 
COOPERATIVE MEMBERS: 

‘You are ail invited to attend the 61th Annual 
General Assembly and Election of Otficers on 
Friday, March 31, 2006 at ANG BAHAY NG 
‘ALUMNI, UP Campus, UP Dilman, Quezon Ciy. 
Registration wil start at 1:00 p.m. followed by 
General Assembly and Election of Officers until 
6:00 p.m. 


MANAGEMENT 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


An Opportunity for 
Manager 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
OFFICE MANAGER (1) 


Must be a Business Managemeni or 
‘Administration graduate. 

Must have a very good communication skiis in 
Engish 


Ai least fve years experience in a 
manuiaciuring company 
Experience tr Marcoung prelerred. 

& Msie or lemalo and at eae! 30 years old. 

ACCOUNTANT (1) 

1. Must have at least 3 years experienco in @ 
manutacioring concern preferably an export 


‘company. 
2. Male and a least 28 years old. 
3. CPA an advantage 


PRODUCTION MANAGER (1) 
1. Must be an Engineering Graduate preferably 
BSCE, BSME or BSIE. 
With experience in a manufactur ny 
Must know how to create strategies and 
programs to improve production capac 
4, Male or female and at least 30 years oid. 
"We preter applicants ving in Las Piñas, Alabang 
and Cavite areas. 
Apply at: TDE CLASSIC ENSEMBLES 
#176 Visayas Ave. 
Gen, Mariano Alvarez, Cavite 
Tel. Nos. 5208712 / 5208713 
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INVITATION TO BID “AS IS WHERE IS” 
Damaged Motor Vehicles 
2001 Honda Civic, 4dr sedan /WSR-704 
1997 Honda Accord. 4dr sedan / UPP-851 
2004 Nissan Sentra, 4dr sedan /XSU-958 
2001 Isuzu Crosswind, Wagon / XDS-576 


For particulars, call Philam Ins. Co., Inc/ 
Dick Cariño. Tel.#878-54-57 


OBITUARIES | 


corro B. Agulto 


(November 12, 1914 — March 23, 2006) 


Ticket Office 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 


Emirates, the Dubai-based international airline,wishes 
to recruit a dynamic and result-oriented professional 
to join our reservations team in Manila, Philippines. 


For further details please visit our website: 
www.emiratesgroupcareers.com and apply online. 


a 


Keep discovering. Emirates 


WANTED FOR IMMEDIATE HIRI 


MEDICAL PROMCTIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


+ Single, female, 20 to 25 years of age 
At least 5'2" in height with pleasing personality 
* College graduate, good communication skills 
Bring resumé with 2x2 picture, transcript of record, 
NBI clearance to: 
#151 San Francisco St., Brgy Plainview, Mandaluyong City 
E 532-5401; 532-5413; 534-4114 


Bae LSARASl 
DC SPEED PLATFORM SDN. BHD. wne 
Supermarket Racking System 
RAE 
David Chan 
Drean 


H/P: 006-016-8788889 
006-019-8857808 


PCCI 
359 8.35% 
ALL-BREEDS 
DOG SHOW 
Tiendesitas en Frontera 
Verde Ortigas Pasig Ciy 
March 25 & 28, 2006 
UNDER INTL JUDGES 
Ms. Julie Franks 
(Aust) 
Mr. Linda Buckley 


PI Vila Feliza 


Homes 
og Zapote Road, 


| cononanea WARTS. 
= jon, Uae Pinas Cy 


Seems, sto NeRPES 


‘ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
UTL ALMORANAS., 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 


evel 
INFERTILTYAMPOTENCE = 


aust Casimiro Development 
gas CORPORATI 
STRICTLY NO ADDENDUM 
SPONSORS 

ALPO DOG FOOD 
EUKANUBA DOG FOOD 
NATURAL PET CORP PHIL 
ROYAL CANIN DOG FOOD 

HILLS SCIENCE DIET 


Manon Manager 
FORTE REALTY 


871-8318 «872-9982 
810-6960 805-2310 


TEL; NOS: 4392706 
4373898/9139474 


CONDO 
(Mandaluyong, 
Parafiaque, Pasig, 
Taguig) Only 10% DP 
tomoveinforRFO 
units cal: Abi or Nas 


BUY'SELL'PAWN 
WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 


at 535-5315 8040484/8342886 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 


WE 
DESIGN 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 
of San Jose, Nueva Ecija ry y 

wife of Gerardo, mother of Gerardo Jr., Jose, Manuel, 
Ramon, Leonor, Abelardo, Dante, and Carlos (and their 
spouses). 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels + US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms *Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards 


Together with her grandchildren, great grandchildren and *Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


relatives, her children will gladly receive those who wish to 


condole with them. 
6:00 to 11:00 PM, March 24 and 
2:00 to 11:00 PM, March 25, 2006 
Church of the Risen Lord, UP Campus, Diliman, Q.C. 
7:00 to 10:00 AM, March 26, 2006 
The United Methodist Church, San Jose, N.E. 


Her children agreed to have her remains cremated soon after 
her death and interred where their father is laid at San Jose. 


Her family appreciates flowers, prayer cards, and other 
expressions of sympathy but requests these be given instead 
as checks to form part of the family’s fund for a professorial 
chair at U.P. in honor of their parents. Accordingly, kindly 
write out checks to “U.P. Foundation, Inc.” (a not-for-profit 
institution) for due acknowledgment. 


For your Classified Ads requirements, 
Classifieds Advertising Hotline: 


HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 699-4425; 897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) 
CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) + MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
KALAW; 528-0213; 527-3342 + MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


Message of Shanks 
We, the family of the late 


WINSTON CABRERA 
MUNGCAL 


who died in the Grace of our Lord 
on March 7, 2006 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and 
sincerest appreciation to all those who offered 
masses and prayers, sent flowers and 
messages of sympathy and who in countless 
ways, condoled with and comforted us in our 
hour of bereavement. 


i 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


More Classified Ads on pages 
A2-18,A2-19 & B2-5 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


‘OU CAN BE A “VOL- 

cano watcher” and help 

the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and Seismology 
detect early signs of volcanic 
eruptions. 

‘The Phivoles this year launched the 
Voleano Monitoring and Eruption Pre- 
diction Division (VMEPD) that utilizes 
volunteer watchers to report visual or 
sensory observations of volcanoes in 
their localities. 

VMEPD chief Emesto G. Corpuz said 
volcano watchers would be on the look- 
out for the volume of the steam emis- 
sions, the color of the steam, drying up of 
vegetation and water wells, unusual ani- 
mal behavior, ground vibration and rum- 
bling sounds. 


Young people preferred 

Corpuz said they launched the pro- 
gram after receiving numerous inquiries 
from high school and college students 
who wanted to learn more about vol- 
canos. 

Volunteers who observe certain 
changes in their environment are ad- 
vised to inform the experts at the local 
Phivolcs observatory. 

Corpuz said they preferred younger vol- 
unteers who are knowledgeable about the 
environment as adults have a tendency to 
exaggerate about what they observe. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ScIENCE/HEALTH 


“Text us your feedback: inquirer hea namelagelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Wanted: volcano watchers 


Different colors 

Corpuz said volcanic emissions could 
be white, gray, or dark gray. A grayish 
‘emission means volcanic ashes are al- 
ready mixed with the steam. Yellowish or 
yellowish-brown steam signifies the 
presence of sulfur dioxide, an indication 
of magma at the source. 

Anecdotal reports would also include 
unusual animal behavior. Corpuz re- 


WITHOUT DR. MARI- 
Jo Ruiz 1 would never ! 
have become a teach- Eureka! 
æ 

‘After I discussed a 
solution to a complex 
problem in our senior 
graph theory class, 
Mario approached 
me, “You explain ff 
well, You should o > 
think about teaching Queena N. 
here” Stared, I Lee-Chua 
could only nod, but 
when my theology 
teacher issued the same invita- 
tion an hour later, I knew that 
even if God had a quirky sense of 
humor, He sure knew how to get 
His message across. 

With the welfare of the Math- 
ematics and Management Engi- 
neering (ME) departments, and 
later on, the entire Ateneo 
School of Arts and Sciences in 
mind, MariJo constantly en- 
tices promising students into 
teaching. For others who re- 
quest for recommendation let- 
ters, she takes care to appraise 
them well with characteristic 
generosity. It is a measure of 
Our esteem that she has become 
ninang (godmother) in several 
weddings, including my own. 

Bom in Manila on Dec. 1, 
1943, Mari-Jo had a happy child- 
hood. On a trip to the US, she 
witnessed fascinating sights, in- 
cluding those in Japan, which 
has since become her second 
home, and in the Panama Canal, 
whose equalizing locks and wa- 
ter levels she discusses in her Op- 
erations Research (OR) classes. 


Math instead of physics 
In high school at the College 
of the Holy Spirit (where she 
would receive the Distin- 
guished Alumna in Education 
Award in 2001), Mari-Jo was 
inspired by her physics teacher, 
Lilia Baltasar, but since physics 
was not offered in college, she 
decided to go into math in- 
stead. Decades later, Ms Bal- 
tasar’s son, my batchmate Alan 
‘Tantoco, would become Mari- 
Jo's ME student at the Ateneo. 
MarisJo continued her studies 
at Marymount Manhattan Col- 
lege (where she would become 
Distinguished Alumna in Educa- 
tion in 1986) and later her mas- 
teral work at the Courant Insti- 
tute of the Mathematical Sci- 
ences, both in New York. 
‘Through personal diligence and 
group study, she managed to mas- 
ter math. Because of her initial dif- 
ficulties with abstract algebra, she 
understands students who cannot 
concepts quickly. 
“I believe that it is not always 
the best students who make the 


the 


Mari-Jo P Ruiz: 
Outstanding teacher 


standing Senior Lay Teacher of 
the Ateneo, 1992 Metrobank 
Foundation Outstanding Teach- 
er, and its 2004 Continuing Ex- 
cellence and Service Awardee. I 
also featured Mari-Jo Ruiz in my 
book "Ten Outstanding Filipino 
Scientists.” 5; 


Graph theory 

Mario started teaching in 
1965, and in 1981, she re- 
ceived her doctorate in mathe- 
matics from the Ateneo. 

Together with her good 
friend, the Japanese graph theo- 
rist Jin Akiyama, she helped cre- 
ate the journal Graphs and Com- 
binatorics. In 1991, as president 
of the Southeast Asian Mathe- 
matical Society, she spearhead- 
ed the first international Graph 
‘Theory and Combinatorics con- 
ference in the Philippines. 

Mari-Jo also consults for 
government and corporations, 
and in 1999, a paper she co- 
‘wrote on OR for health care de- 
livery was a finalist for an in- 
ternational prize. 

She has been chair of the 
Math and ME departments, the 
dean of the School of Arts and 
Sciences, and now a member of 
University Board 
‘Trustees. She takes pride in her 
three children (Joanna, Judah 
and Joelle), all Ateneo gradu- 
ates working in different fields. 

She has a wonderful sense of 
esthetics: she collects frog fig- 
ures, indulges in reflexology and 
leams various art forms. Meeting 
Mario for the first time in 20 
years, 
has not aged a single day!” 

Mari-Jo has found the secrets 
of youth: a genuine interest in 
others, a never-ending passion 
for trying new things, and a wise 
balance berween work and play. 

‘Thank you, Mari-Jo. With 
your grace and charm, you are 
my role model. 

‘Next week an intemational 
conference on algebra and combi- 
natorics will be held in the Ateneo 
to honor Dr Mario Ruiz, Dr. Jose 
Marasigan and Dr: Norman Quim- 
po, three mathematicians who 
have helped shape our generation. 


best teachers. Those 
who have experi- 
enced some hard- 
ship will more likely 
be better" she said. 

As our teacher in 
abstract algebra, she 
succeeded in con- 
vincing us that theo- 
ries were nothing to 
be scared of. No 
wonder MarisJo has 
gamered her share 
of teaching awards: 
1991 Most Out- 
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stroke, which 
threatening. 
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a friend marveled, “She 
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day, had a 24 
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Millett said. 
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By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 
IT’S SUMMER ONCE AGAIN AND 
scorching levels. Many people 


the sun in many of our lovely 
beaches. While some sun can 
cause a healthy tan on the skin, 
excessive exposure without prop- 
er hydration might lead to heat 


MEDICAL 


headache to his companion, who 


‘were massaging some clients near- 
by. They immediately carried him to 


necessary first-aid measures. My 
service was hardly necessary. They 


handling heat stroke than I. 

People working in beaches, golf 
courses and other sun-exposed ar- 
eas must be aware of the signs and 
symptoms of heat stroke and how 
toattend to victims. 


smoked less than 20 cigarettes a 


“Ic is not just older men who 
suffer from impotence, younger 


The findings, reported in the 
Journal Tobacco Control, are 
based ona survey of 8,000 men in 
Australia aged between 16 and 


Impotence was defined as hav- 


counts reports of wild boars fleeing the 
area days before Mt. Mayon would 
erupt. 

But finding wild boars to observe 
nowadays, he said, would be difficult be- 
cause of the scarcity of the animal due to 
hunting. 

Corpuz said anecdotal reports need to 
be further studied, and should be consis- 
tent with other observations. 


Magma buildup 

Bulges forming around the slopes dur- 
ing the buildup of molten magma in a 
volcano would most likely be unnoticed, 
Corpuz said. 

“Tt should be extremely large bulges to 
be noticeable. In our experience, we 
haven't seen one. Sometimes, bulges 
would grow only a few millimeters,” he 
said. 

Corpuz said mountainsides that could 
not expand would crack. 

He cited a Jarge crack in Mt. Bulusan 
that was first seen in the early 20th cen- 
tury: This crack is now the source of this 
week's explosions. He said Bulusan has a 
lot of craters, but the crack has seen most 
activity 


Sensors 

Phivoles director Renato Solidum said 
ground deformation can be measured by 
sensors. 

He said Mayon has seven sensors, Taal 
has five, Bulusan, Canlaon and Hibok- 
Hibok have three sensors each, and Park- 
er and Matutum each have one. 

Pinatubo, on the other hand, used to 
have three sensors but now has one. 

Because of Bulusan’s heightened ac- 
tivity, Phivoles is planning to add two 
more sensors. 

Solidum said seismographs are i 
stalled at the slopes of volcanoes. The 
data are sent by radio telemetry to a 
station at a safe distance from the vol- 
cano. 


E-mail: pr_sclence_heslth@inquirercompl 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 
Assistant Editor Stella O. Gonzales 


Experts back 
in S. Leyte 
for study 


A 25-MAN TEAM OF JAPANESE AND 
Filipino experts visited Guinsaugon, St. 
Bernard, Southern Leyte, last Thursday 
to study the landslide that buried the 
entire village and nearly 1,000 of its res- 
idents. 

‘The team took rock samples and will 
bring these back to Japan to model other 
possible landslide scenarios. 

The team was also planning to coñ- 
duct laser topographic mapping or scan- 
ning. 

Philippine Institute of Voleanology 
and Seismology (Phivolcs) director Re- 
nato Solidum said the findings will be 
used to better assess possible landslide 
areas in the country. 

‘The team is composed of experts from 
Phivoles, the Office of Civil Defense and 
Japanese experts from the International 
Consortium on Landslides (ICL). 

The ICL was formed during the 2002 
Kyoto International Symposium and is 
composed of experts from international, 
national, scientific, government, non- 
government and academic organiza- 
tions. 

The consortium promotes landslide 
research, mitigation, education and in- 
temational coordination, and supports 
the exchange of information on land- 
slides for the benefit of society and the 
environment. 

Tessa. Salazar 
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percent raised risk 


Like car radiator 

Why does heat stroke happen? 
Our bodies generate a tremen- 
dous amount of heat inside and 
the body normally cools itself by 
sweating and radiating heat 
through the skin. But under ex- 
treme heat, high humidity or vig- 
orous activity under the hot sun, 
this cooling system falters, and 
the heat generated in the body 
builds up to dangerous levels. 

‘The situation is similar to a car 
radiator that has run out of water. 
A person who becomes dehydrat- 
ed and cannot sweat enough to 
cool his body has a high risk of de- 
veloping heat stroke. 

One should have a high index of 
suspicion that a person might be de- 
veloping heat stroke if he presents 
with several of these sympto 


* Disorientation, agitation or 
+ Sluggishness or fatigue 
+ Hot, dry skin that is flushed 


* High body temperature 
+ Loss of consciousness 
+ Rapid heart beat 


ing had trouble keeping an erec- 
tion when the individual wanted 
to, and also as a problem that had 
persisted for at least one month 
over the previous year. 


Almost one in 10 reported an 
impotence problem lasting more 
than a month during the previous 
year, About a quarter were smok- 
‘ers and more than 6 percent said 
through over 


First aid 


until the person 


waiting for help to arrive. 


dera shaded area. 


ing. 


and armpits. 


* Have the person lie down 
with his feet slightly elevated to 
promote more blood flow to the 
heart and brain since the blood 
pressure might be critically low. 
If the patient is conscious, ask 
him to drink as much water as 
possible. If he is drowsy or half- 
conscious, don't force fluids into 
the mouth because he might aspi- 
rate the fluids into the lungs 
which can cause more problems. 


Smoking ups risk of impotence 


FORGET THE 
man—new research shows that 
smoking, often marketed as a 
symbol of virility, increases the 
risk of impotence. 

“Men who smoke are up to 40 
percent more likely to suffer from 
impotence than those who don't,” 
said Dr Christopher Millett, of Im- 
perial College London, who 
worked on the research. 

He said the more cigarettes 
smoked, the greater one's risk is 
of suffering from a sexual perfor- 


she added. 


Preventable death 
Research has 


other types of cancer. 


20 


‘Men who smoked more than a 
pack or more a day were 39 per- 
cent more likely to report sexual 


problems, according to the study. 


affected as well,” 


“Ror decades, cigarettes were 
marketed as symbol of virility, as 
in the macho Marlboro Man ads, 


said Deborah Arnott, of the ant 


ing and Health. 


smoking group Action on Smok- 


“Yet the reality is that smoking 
is a primary cause of impotence 


which may also be an early indi- 


cator of coronary heart disease,” 


If a person is suspected to be 
developing heat stroke, those 
around him should act promptly. 
Ie’s better to be aggressive and err 
on the safe side than be passive 
develops 
seizures and other late symp- 
toms. Heat stroke can cause per- 
manent brain damage or even 
death. Here are some first aid 
measures one can take while 


‘= Get the person indoors or un- 


* Remove thick clothing and 
gently apply cool water (prefer- 
ably ice water) to the skin, then 
fan the body to stimulate sweat- 


* Apply ice packs to the groin 


shown 
smoking is a leading cause of pre- 
ventable death. It increases the 
risk of heart attack and stroke, 
“respiratory problems, lung and 


Millett said if young men want 
to avoid the embarrassment and 


In these patients, intravenous flu- 7 
ids are often necessary to compen- > 
sate for fluid or electrolyte loss. 

Bed rest is generally advised 
and in severe cases, body temper- 
ature may fluctuate abnormally 
for weeks after a heat stroke. 

If you're planning a holiday on 
the beach, remember these pre- 
cautions: 

* Drink plenty of fluids during 
outdoor activities. Water and 
sports drinks are the drinks of 
choice; avoid tea, coffee, soda 
and alcohol as these can lead to 
dehydration. 

* Wear thin, loose-fitting cloth- 
ing in light colors. 

* Schedule vigorous activity 
and sports during cooler times of 
the day. 

* Protect yourself from the sún 
by wearing a hat, sunglasses and 
using an umbrella. 

+ Gradually increase time 
spent outdoors to get your body 
used to the heat, 

* During outdoor activities, 
take frequent drink breaks and 
mist yourself with a spray to 
avoid becoming overheated. 

+ Try to spend as much time in- 
doors as possible on very hot and 
humid days. 


distress òf impotence they should 
not smoke. 

“By highlighting this link be- 
tween smoking and erectile prob- 
lems, we may be able to motivate 
these men to quit," he added. 

Previous studies have shown 
that nicotine and other toxic 
chemicals diminish blood flow to 
the penis and blood pressure init. 

Reuters, AFP. 


that 
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SuperFerry cuts fares to spur local travel 


By Daxim L. Lucas by as much as half in all'desti- scheme introduced by low cost as/Dumaguit, are now priced at destinations in the country he meant ess travel expenses for the 
` nations nationwide. airline Cebu Pacific Air, which as low as P1,010 and P999, re- said. passengers. 
THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST “The program called Mega offered P10 airfare for travelto spectively. Bymakingsea travelmoreaf-  “SuperFerry passengers com- 
PASsenger ship operator will Tipid Trip is in line with Super- any of its domestic destinations Superferry assistant vice fordable, it is also the perfect ing from the outlying towns can 
cutits fares by up to half during Ferry's low-cost, high-value’ mar- during the July-October off- president for sales and market- opportunity to continue the Fil- take our free shuttle service going 
the summer travel season as ket proposition and meant toen- peak season. ing Andrew Deyto said the pro- ipino tradition of visiting fami- to our ports and vise versa upon 
patt of its plan to encourage courage more people to travel InSuperferryscase,asummer gram was in response to thein- ly and friends in the provinces their return, instead of riding a 
vere travel to domestic desti- and visit family and relatives dur- season ticket to Bacolod, for ex- creased competition for share of and take a much needed break public or private vehicle to reach 
nations. ingthesummer season,” thecom- ample, will now cost as low as wallet of consumers who usual- from the busy city life,” Deyto or leave our ports,” he said. “The 
Ina press statement, Super- pany said. P1,200, inclusive of security fee, ly defer travel plans to manage added. free shuttle is part of our en- 
Ferry—a unit of the Aboitiz Under the year-long program, fuel surcharge and 12-percent their budgets. As an added convenience to hanced service to make riding the 
‘Transport System—said it has SuperFerry guaranteed to cut its VAT, from its previous rate of over "With the Mega Tipid Trip pro- passengers, Superferry offers Superferry accessible to more 
extended its discounted fare ticket prices toallits ports ofcall. P2,000; gram, we are giving the con- free shuttle services in major people coming from the outlying 
promo into a year-long pro- The company’s fare promo Ticket prices to other top des- sumers a good reason to travel ports like Bacolod, Dumaguit, townsand barangays in the major 
Bram, that will see its fares cut follows a highly successful tinations, like Cebu and Rox- and enjoy the different island Roxas and Iloilo, which also cities nationwide.” 


WA aAyalaLafidPremier 


“When it comes to spotting 
The Next Big Thing, 
you can probably call me an expert.” 


Mr. Joselito Santos Ayala Westgrove Heights Resident 


= 
| We were the first family te bulld'a borne at Ayala Alabang back in 1978.It took a lot of imagination and courage 

\ forts to see the potential in what you may call a very young village back then. But like many decisions I've made 

f iñ mylife, it's really just a matter of foresight and faitb. Somebow I knew that Ayala Alabang was the Next Big Thing AY. ‘AL A 

L ‘then. That was the best investment I'vé made in my life. Until now. My investment adventure Continues at the latest. pee 

$. Next Big Thing from Ayala Land Premier-Ayalg Westgrove Heights: The best from Ayalq Land just got better Westgrove Heights 
 ayala-sales@ayalaland.com.ph awww,ayalalandpremier,com ' $ 
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Build houses and sell them for a profit by keeping 
construction costs down 


The first and only community 


2 Si 
38g : ae CEE ALB that 
38-sq m floor areaand 80-5 j s v E pa CIUDAD DE CALAMBA 2 the veges families, 
er pe Buhay. Kabuhayan. Kinabukasan 
piai R 213 lot area, 148.6-sq m fioor area at P5.4million 


Build 3 houses for P1.8M, BSJ Eis ma 
sell for P7. 5M ee WiNVEst 


By Tessa R. Salazar (viable) technology, it should be 
used in any part of the country and 


made available in any remote 
Y U CAN BUILD rea” he said 


ingle detached ` Architect Boy Morcilla, vice 
houses for P1.875 president of Steel Building Systems 
million, and then sell and Technologies, said that from 
them forP7.5 milli bagasse walls (made from sugar- 
hem for P7.5 million. cane), the company’s technology 
‘What's more, you can do thison fas evolved into cement boards 

a seemingly hopeless piece of real and now lightweight concrete. 

estate. Real estate developer 


he lightweight concre 
Demenio L Posadas believes thari sir oih nl be aifisted as W as 
you own, for example; a dilapidat- 


500 psi or as high'as 2000 psi de- 
ed house on a 300-square-meter pest nk pi the meara. Hol 
Jot in high-density areas such a fow blocks can only withstand 350 
Sampaloc, Sta. Mesa, Lepanto, or psi said Morcilla. 
in areas near Manila's University 
Belt, you can do wonders withit. Structural soundness 
Posadas, president of Steel ~ 7, aah een 
Building Systems and Technolo- neer fie canoes ans Ar 
jes, said the lightgauge steel and computes wind velocities be- 
aming system that he imported fore starting the construction pro- 
from New Zealand three yearsago, cess. The team utilizes computer 
is ideal for “pocket” development Soosi for structura! soundness 
multistory houses as well as big h : 9 i 


‘The structural design is submitted 
eae steel framing system, 1° Building officials and approved 
lightweight concrete (with a fire Pythecityengineers. 
rating of two to three hous), tiles Posadas said the technology 
fon the ground floor, laminated WOuld be a perfect testing ground 
wood on the second floor, a pre- for small entrepreneurs and 
painted long-span steel tile, or a would-be developers who would 
repainted rib-type, a two-story want to avoid the increasing mate- 
house can be constructed precise- rial costs in the middle of the con- 
ly—up to the last frame de- struction process 
tail—with the aid of 


‘computerization. Your Total Solution To Any 


Keeping costs Waterproofing Problem 
down fal 

Using his technolo FLEXSEAL' 
gy and aided by com- mstonnerte Paint 
puter, Posadas is able ‘at aecig poleco 
to keep his construc- Gor ents. Renee ter genes 
tion costs down to 


P12,500 per square 

mete and finish three g SUPERSEAL | 
single-detached hous- Samra 
oie oe watergrooing pratecton or wats, 
men (eect m LBS) tors, basements, water tanks and 
story house having a i- ae 


ieper aee _ Oher watering sutures 


ind a 255m sod | ELEXROOF 


astoreric Root Pin 
By comparison, pasa nis 


“conventional con. |  Gosswatergroof roof paint 
suuaion could cose |  SPecaliy made to waterproot 
P1600 persqmand | 2dfast mostiype ofrooings 


would be finished in | From the most trusted name in waterproofing: 
eight months,” he 


said. Ñ CAMPBRIDGE Widening Sp, 

Each house would STO JOSE ABAD SENTO ENE NERÓ LANLA PALPPOES| 
be sold for PI million 
(P3 million for three 
houses). He added 
that the acceptable 
selling rate of a house 
would be P20,000 per 
sqm. 

Posadas estimated 
that a typical lot in 


high-density areas in nell 
nea | PMA 

P15,000 per sq m. architectural paints 
Selling at a profit 


Each house on a 
100-sq-m lot would, 
therefore, sell for P2.5 
million. A 300-sq-m 
property with three 
houses (at 50 sq m 
each) would sell for 
P7.5 million. 
Posadas ‘said the 
technology was used 
in his ‘Tagaytay vil- ACRE COAT ACRYL MEL i 
tages Malayabalas | Coats ike no , Provides excelent -| 
Habitat for Humanity | oes for that > “hiding power and 
in Vaseco, Cebu, La | 100% waterproof , `<, , easy brushing.: 
Union and Pangasi- | finish. The perfect | 
nan as well as class- | blend of strength - EUIS CAST i 
rooms for the GMA | and aesthetics. Speco mld 


Gian, Nusa tela | Peepepey to provide uate 

Sha Pinugay, Rical, |, AEN surface protection. «| z 7 RE i ; 
among others. | Anewgeneration . -> Washable texture. m wa ae | 
His company has |: of waterproofing - = 


comer Femara,» ETAETA = Mansions and Villas, pleaecall | FORBES 


had tried various |` from destructive - ` advantage of acrylic | a 

types of conventional | “affects of water latox and emusion | a or. 
construction tech- | seepage. tet = Ix 

nologies, until he ° 


ah a Chanpos eaten Matro sta Rasa WWoutforbes.com = THE ALL-IN-ONE CITY 


ing system. 


51 JOY CORNER HARMONY STS.. GRACE VILLAGE, 
Pa snip r BALINTAWAK. QUEZON CITY. METRO MANILA 
frames in the | TELS: 2413953. 3845731 » 3844733 
provinces, “To call it a 241S 2 SATIS + 2040945 


His port container MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORP. | 


maureen CATHAY LAND, INC. 


` 4 


is gently reconciled 


È tower solutions. 


‘ 
All CrownAsia condo projects are self-contained 


communities, either ina tower cluster format or 


as a stand alone edifice. \CrownAsia’s vertical, 


a 


genius makes each condo unit špace saving and 


cane 


fashionably practical. 


The CrownAsia tradémark style and elegance 


, will always be a given. 


718-3400 or 02 / 718-3468 / 717-3006 or 07 
visit www.crownasia.com. ph 


GENTLE/SKYLINES 


ye penny an tn ad 
CROWN 
R 


SOON TO RISE: 


University Belt 


AJ CROWNASIA 


Your home of choice. 


CrownAsia unveils a New 
Manila signature project 


irarri 26 ieoaiue -= oom aye 


The value system that 
honed Crown Asia. : GENTLESKYLINES™ 
to become the nation’s 2 
biggest home builder in `` 

i 10 years likewise shapes 

$ its ardent entry into 

condo development. 


anioi naimaan ii ial Senet SEA be 


The immediate radius of the new 
Crown Presidio speaks of gracious s . a 
surrounding enclaves; Greenhills, ¢ PEC 1 d 1 O 
Horseshoe Village, Mariposa, C. } T EOS 

Benitez. As such, CrownAsia’s s = - 
development of this new clusters" 2% - New. Manila 

project can only be a signature piece ; X 

to stand out in the area. Genteel 5 

architecture, luxuriant landscaping 

and practical support amenities. 


asaya 


F 


aasan EK 


Your home becomes your bedroom. 
The city, your living and dining room! 


CROWN Presidio New Manila. City-centered living. 
Only CrownAsia’s radar puts you right in the center of 
Mega Manila; high style, high rise living in the heart of 
Quezon Cily, echoing San Francisco style, fashion and 

air” charm of the 50’s, when + environmental sensitivity. 

prominent old Manila families left Flanked by major lifestyle destinations: Greenhills, 

their war ravaged:community to; Araneta Center and Libis. Technically on Main Avenue 

move to a new city, named after and just a zip away from Greenhills and Horseshoe! Only 

Mane E Quen. haketas | minutes away is EDSA with a convenient u-turn back to 


Araneta Center via Main Avenue or via Bonny Serrano 
past White Plains to Libis. 


Roe mn ainan an mena 


sponge ne ag TA HS 


then ranged from 1,000 square 
meters to quarter of a hectare. Tree- } 
lined avenues became a landmark. ¢ 
feature. Stately homes and 
mansions defined the area with an 
aura of wealth, prominence and 
privilege. 


renge 


Sea 


Amenities to ease the stress. Community home theater, 
game room, event place, linear park, sun deck and meditation 
garden. There are even provisions for concessionaire-leased 
commercial areas / convenience shops, fitness gym, 
laundromat 


| | M4 CROWNASIA 


718-3400 or 02 / 718-3468 / 717-5006 or 07 Your home of choice. 


visit www.crownasia.com.ph. 


vp ate nies ‘ ae prerane NaOH CLD SETETANED * 


New Manila offers unbeatable Breaking through the clutter 


advantages for the career focused 
individuals and young families. ila’ i 

The Bonny Serrano MRT station is ` of M anila S concrete J ungle E 

a few blocks away; Greenhills The skyline of Mega Manila is changing so fast, the eyes have to 
Center, a short drive. A quick u-turn 
on EDSA and the Araneta Center, 
with its new upmarket shopping, the clutter with cluster developments starting with PRESIDIO by 
dining and entertainment offerings 


is a time saving option. And down i; 3 
“Bonny Serrano, past White Plains, but also abroad, with the winning formula of being a self-contained 


gaze upward. CrownAsia, the maverick home builder, cuts through 
ihe Bay. PRESIDIO has delighted buyers not only in the Philippines 


is Eastwood City. © community. 


ene et te e ant tramuarnnestt 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


PE e PROPERTY ` 
Wood a green building material 


WOOD IS THE ONLY RENEW- pom = forests to achieve specific objec- The system is designed to mini- 
able building material in the {GREEN tives of management regarding . mize waste in the manufacture of 
world, Not only can it be recy- | the production of forest products building materials in which it is 
cled, it can also be regenerated. : AARCHITRENDS and services without reducing common practice in the wood in- 
Tn sidien while weesaregene: 1-7 their values and future productiv- dustry that 50 to 75 percent of 
ing they provide environmental f. y and without undesirable of- -trees cut down ie wasted in saw- 
D delia carton ok > fects on the physical and social ing, dimensioning, milling, ete. 
ide and releasing oxygen. Wood Amado de Jesus environment. Spor advantage: with ihe 
4 g 5 system is that the resulting woo 
contributes much less green- The American experience composite is. structurally ho- 
house gas emissions than steel Philippine situation We can probably learn from mogenous and free from the nor- 
and concrete. . Dueto the dwindling supply of the American experience, mal defects like voids, splits, 
Wood has a unique combina- sod in the country, the price of their forest reserves declined knots and other natural deformi- 
tion of features such as strength, Wood has gone up whilethequal- sharply in the 1800s due to unre- tes. 
affordability and ease of use. ity has gone down. stricted clearing of land for agri- ‘ ‘a = 
This is probably why the use of “This situation can be traced culture and logging for growing Environmental concerns LARGE trees and extensive landscaping in urban areas can provide 
r Popule material has ba io the fast four decades urban and industrial sites. This — A big concern of the wood in. Shade and natural conin tn, reduce the “urban heat-island effect” 
a long history. Some pile when our forest reserves steadily resulted in the clearing of a huge dustry is the proliferation of Which contributes to global warming. 
dwellings have been found to declined ‘leading to ecological areaoftheold growth forests, many building produets made of 
Gate back more than 5,000 degradation and rural poverty. In _ This critical condition resulted synthetic materials. Many of and eventually discard the mate- origin, strength and whether it 
years. 1950 our forests covered an area in the creation of laws enacted to these materials are highly afford- rial. has been obtained from sustain- 
Wood frame construction is of 15 million hectares. Today it protect the remaining forests. able and easily available in many Builders dil able forests. The system, hopeful- 
sofe aardr reliable and an envi. has been reduced to 4.7 million Since then the country hasshifted parts of the country. The major uilders’ dilemma ly, will enable consumers to iden- 
rental superior building hectares. Out of this, only its stance from the ‘sustainable drawback is that most of them are Perhaps, the most important tify products that are harvested 
material. 800,000 hectares are primary yield” mentality which empha- harmful to the environment. reason many people in this coun- without damaging the environ- 
Wood has excellent insulating forests. Sizes that the timber harvest can- In some cases, even if wood is ty are using less wood thesedays ment. 
properties against heat and cola, ‘The Philippines is classified as not exceed the rate at which itis specified and used in a project it G ta they have no idea about In many advanced countries, 
arenes i most energyef?. one ofthemostseverely deforest- replaced, to a more comprehen: does not mean that the project {he Tature or background of the the topic of wood certification is a 
cient that can help keep utility ed countries in the tropics. sive emphasis on recreation and can be considered a green pro- wood. : hotly debated issue. In the Philip- 
cient that can help Keep Nut dReforestation developmenthas protection of ecosystems. In ject. Several years ago, a high- „What is its classification? Is it Pate oe far as one can remem- 
duct heat and cold unlike steel been moving at a very slow pace 1993, the United States commit- ‘end development project was obtained locally from sustainable ber lawmakers, loggers, develop- 
duct heat and cold aike ona resulting in the decline of wood ted to achieve sustainable forest built claiming that all their wood or, environmentally responsible. Ge and the public have all been 
ane acre Seas energy to heat supply This has made the country managementbytheyear2000. panels and boards were impor. memed arend imported from debaiing on the best course to 
and cool. anet importer of wood. ” Ea This type of practice does not halfway around the globe at a take for the protection of our 
‘Wood is easy to use.-Using In response to this alarming Innovation sit well with environmentalists considerable cost in ecological forests. 
some of the most basic tools in situation, the Philippines has A technical innovation that is who claim that even natural ma- terms? Isit durable forthe typeof It is imperative to take action 
construction, wood can be used adopted the concept of sustain- now gaining popularity in North terials like wood that need to be construction being contemplat- now as we are at a critical thresh- 
to simplify construction whether able forest management to en- America and may be agoodsolu- transported over great distances €d? old in the life of our forests. Ex- 
for residential or commercial ap- sure the long-term stability of its tion for our shortage of wood is to where they will be used, con- z Pr perts warn that loss of more than 
plications. forest resources. It aims to re- the use of oriented strand board sumea lot of capital and energy. Ecological certification 70 percent of an ecosystem 
ications. ie most affordable verse the current trend of defor- (OSB) for sheathing and floor Most of these products have a It will be a big help for the makes it difficut, for the remain- 
building material. This is one of estation in the country. panels. These board panels are high embodied energy. This building industry if an ecological der to sustain the environment 
building material Tris is oner What is sustainable forest made of compressed wood means energy needed to extract certification system canbe adopt. needed for our own survival. 
material for house construction management? strands arranged in perpendicu- the raw material, manufacture, ed so that different species of For comments or inquiries, e- 
in many countries. TEE the process of managing larlayersand bonded with resin, transport, assemble, demolish wood can be classified as to its mail amadodejesus@gmail.om. 


DMCI brings Taguig development to high 


TT CAN BE SAID THAT DMCI famed builder of national land- right across where The Fort Glob- Fa 
Homes is elegantly dressing up marks and resorttype residential al City is now. i 
‘Taguig fortheday—andiitsnottoo communities, saw its potential 
far—when the city finally realizes Back in the "70s, the patriarch of Central Square 
its full promise as the next Makati, construction titan D.M. Consunji — DMCI Homes, D.M. Consunjis 
‘When the place was still large- invested on huge tracts of land in real estate arm, has long begun 
ly made up of rice paddies and the area near the proposed sites the process of converting these 
duck ponds, DMCI Homes, the of Circumferential Roads 5 and6, investments—150 hectares _ of 
raw land marked by undulating 
terrains—into Central Square, 
the setting for a mixed type of res- 
dential units embracing areas for 
house-andlot affairs, medium- 
rise condominiums and town- 
houses luxuriating in the com- 
forts and amenities of a resort. 
Endowed with an aggressive 
local government unit (LGU) and 
energized by some territorial 
landholdings already in step with 
state-of-the-art business and 
commerce, Taguig City, with its 
proximity to Makati and Ortigas, 
is well on the way to becoming THE ARCHETYPAL waterways as conceptualized by the artist 
the nation’s next business and 
commercial powerhouse. Right vards, village parks, water fun says. “Now, DMCI Homes is now Refreshing visualization 
now, icis the place to be especial- and natural features and acentral ready to bring this type of com- Already, the blueprint for the 
ly for the young, upwardly mo- community where neighborhood munity development to the next coenpanye urban vilage is cleat 
bile shirt-and-tie crowd. establishments abound.” level where instead of pocket for"? torally refreshing visual 
Gp the time Taguig’s coming As the company envisions is, communities, we'll build a full- tion of the perfect in-city residen- 
out party as the nation’s other Central Square will be a turn-of- scale urban village composed of tial community one which strikes 
premier business address rolls the-century macro-residential de- micro resort-residential commu- an ideal alsa between loca: 
along, DMCI Homes will have al- velopment made up of micro- nities. We're all excited about this tion, rice and quality of develop- 
feady developed a community communities that are equally project. It may reinvent yet again panig ep rarega niie] 
ready to meet the myriad needs unique yet collectively distinctive the concept of an urban villageas uniqueness of its features which 
and concerns of its chic and as to comprise one homogenous we know it,” he says. a ese avui, 
young market. residentia! community. Austria Altogether, Central Park will archetypal waterways, village 
š believes the vision is bold burto- house 16 housing residentia) parks, the Village Centrale and 
Ultimate urban village tally feasible as well. communities. DMCI Homes, ac- tree-lined boulevards. 
“The dream,” says os cording to Austria, launched in see A 
Homes managing director Alfe- Positive feedbacks a e E 5, a an n ne 
do Austria, "is to create the ulti- “We've been receiving positive first of these, a houseand-lot de- Central Park. When it finally 
nate urban village near Makati. feedbacks from our growing reg- velopment called The Mahogany opens its gates to its homeown 
Residential in makeup for the istry of homeowners about the Place. Within this year, a pair of ers, it will be opening as well the 
larger part, Central Square will mid-rise-condos-cum-resort resi- condominium developments, Cy. doors to the ultimate in urban liv- 
be characterized by small-town dences that our company had pi- press Towers and Rosewood ing, 
charms like landscaped boule- oneered not so long ago,” Austria Pointe, go up next. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 


ARTIST'S rendition of the lifestyle avenue 


South Forbes:Right at the Center of 
Lo 


St. Scholastica's College Is at one end of South Forbes. Don Bosco and De La Salle Unlversily-Canlubang are fve 
7 minutes away, The new campus of University of Sto. Tomas will take just a short ride, Ateneo holds graduate schoo! 
classes in nearby Paseo De Sto. Rosa. 


Brent Intemational Schoo! Is just at the next exit, at Mamplasan. Not to forget, South Forbes also has Its own 
+ pre-school, Leaming Links Academy of Sta, Rosa. University of Asla & the Pacific as well as Xavier School wil be | 
‘opening thelr campuses soon. 


since your home at South Forbes will just be Mapas Sia tosa akcigente 
* near schoo! — without the hassie of Metro trattic kA ka TR 
= yout whole family can spend mote quality | iey 2%. sremsehoo! oe PLOs 
Time together. Go for some swimming at the | ¥°S°O U T H: -L .U.Z O-N! -E XPRESS W A, YS 
Clubhouse. Take a stroll at the nearby pocket ” wait i 
pork. Dine at your favorite comer restaurant. g soon $À 
eo Best of all, with his free South Forbes golt ine. ES 
membership, dad can even teach your kids z 
how to play golf! 


JP arenis ond soon-to-be parents who are looking for the best location for helr new z] 
home must also consider one major factor to their decision making: Are there top hasara Ten -Ran oneeseen METRO STA.ROSA 
schools beside thelr new residence? i 


Fr, wien me 
- sa parent, you don't have to look ony further for a residence in the serene South that’s pumy aa oe 


near top schools, South Forbes, located in Metro Sta, Rosa, Is right at the center of the SSL. Champlon Location: South Forbes’ proximity to top schools, com- 
new University Town, mercial centers, and technoparks makes it a blue chip investment. 


BE AT THE CENTER OF THE SOUTH S UNIVERSITY TOWN, INGUIRE ABOUT SOUTH ForBES NOW! 


Join our GRAND OPEN HOUSE this Sunday! Call 635-8108 / 636-4647 or visit www.southforbes.com 


LADIES in their vibrant E 


costumes add to Caribé's 
tropical inspired launch. 


CARIBE AT THE ISLANDS 
Sprawling,single-story 


luxury 


‘THERE ARE A FORTUNATE FEW 
who have earned the privilege to 
enjoy life as they wish. Each has 
carved out a respected niche in 
his chosen field of work, raised 
children who are themselves suc- 
cessful, and built a comfortable 
nest egg. For these fortunate few, 

sroperty maverick Brittany Corp. 
Fas dedicated an exclusive en- 
clave called Caribé, recently 
launched at The Islands in Das- 


mariñas, Cavite. 
‘What 


Caribbean-Floridian 


is the structural design of homes 
that are specifically intended for 
its market-sprawling, single-sto- 
1y, luxury homes. Caribé is the 
first and most exclusive enclave 
to offer such homes—elegant and 
‘welcoming—in which residents 
can savor the best years of their 
lives, Their single-story structural 
designs are intended to maximize 
convenient movement and access 
toall parts of each home. 


The best in island living 
Caribé is the latest develop- 
ment to be launched at The Is- 
lands—a gated, master-planned, 
upscale 130-hectare community 
of colorful, island-themed en- 
claves inspired by the most desir- 
able island destinations in the 


‘world, Each enclave 


distinctive interpretation of the 


best in island living, 


tany communities, The Islands 
offer a “lifescape,” a total way of 
living that brings the enjoyment 
oflife to a new level of quality for 
its privileged residents, 
Ingpred by exuberant, sunny 
ean design and environ- 
‘mental elements that have been 
refined and rendered more so- 
phisticated in posh south Florida 


Caribl 


‘communities, Caribé 
setting in which to 


time, in the rhythm of a leisurely 
life for those who have earned it. 
Residences are designed specifi- 
cally for the master and mistress 
of the house, sprawling and sin- 
gle-story, with freedom and space 


| Dive in Pitadise t 


AGES OF 


expressed all over. 


Open floor plan 

The open floor 
plan of each resi- 
dence allows one 
room to flow seam- 
lessly into the next, 
The “great room” 
serves as the. main 
function area for 
each Caribé resi- 
dence. A wide veran- 
da, located in the 
rear for privacy, 
serves as a vantage 
spot from which to 
appreciate the pic- 
turesque, tropical 
outdoors. The mas- 
ter’s bedroom is a ca- 
sually elegant suite 
that features, among 
other luxurious de- 
tails, a walk-in clos- 
et. Ceiling fans em- 

hasize the airy 

reezy Caribbean 
tone. 

Residents may 
choose among cus- 
tom home sites (lots 
only) or home and 
lot packages with 
five residential mod- 
els to choose from, 
ranging from a floor 
area of 135 square 
meters on a mini- 
mum lot area of 247 
sq m, all the way to a 
floor area of 230 sq 
m on a minimum lot 
area of 440 sq m. 
Custom home sites 
are priced from P2.5 
million to P5.8 mil- 
lion, while home and 
lot packages range 
from P7.2 million to 
P15.2 million. 

Caribé residences 
are distinguished by 
colorful, textured ex- 
teriors with white 
moldings. Gabled fa- 
çades are completed 


distinguishes 
complementing its 


by doors and windows highlight- 
ed by shutters. Wooden floors 
contrast delightfully with “cof 
fered” ceilings, which are elabo- 
rately styled and recessed, 


Enclaves 

The collection of enclaves at 
the Islands includes Ibiza, with 
custom home sites for Mediter- 
ranean-inspired estate resi- 
dences. Another enclave, Island 
Park, features ‘resort-inspired, 
custom home sites and home and 
lot packages. Both Ibiza and Is- 
land Park offerings are complete- 
ly sold out. Montego, another en- 
clave, boasts custom home sites 
and home and lot packages offer- 
ing a vibrant, Caribbean-influ- 
enced lifestyle. Still another en- 
clave at The Islands is Crown 
Asia's Amalfi, with  Italian-in- 
spired starter homes, 

For future Caribé residents, the 
strategic location of The Islands is 
a major plus with its three main 
access points, via the communi- 
ty’s access road to Molino-Pali- 
paran Highway, or the South- 
woods and Carmona Exits via 
SLEX. The Alabang commercial 
district is, thus, only a quick ride 
away. Manila can be reached con- 
veniently through the Coastal 
Road. Leisure destinations in 
‘Tagaytay and Batangas are within 
easy teach. 

Caribé is, pardon the cliché, a 
dream come true for the accom- 
plished few who value freedom, 
privacy and space just the way 
they want it. The enclave fulfills a 
state of mind for savoring life at 
an unhurried pace, and it is an 
all-encompassing, well-deserved 
reward. Living a Caribé 
“lifescape” is not intended for the 
proverbial “every man.” But if 
you've eamed the privilege, 
Caribé is meant for you. For prop- 
erty previews, call Brittany at 
850-2868 or 850-6986, or by log- 
ging on to wwwbrittany.com.ph. 


Caribé, 
distinct 
influences, 


provides a 


ke all Brit- 


is an ideal 
bask, full- 


‘TAKE a tour of The Islands to appreciate the beauty of island living. 


PROPERTY . 


ALANDSCAPED entrance 


‘welcomes future residents to the 


Cartbbean-Floridian-inspired 
enclave of Caribé. 


‘Gz ransCo 
National Transmission Corporation 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to 


SUPPLY, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF REMOTE. 
FIBER OPTIC CABLE MONITORING SYSTEM 


Reference No.: PB060228-RM0026 / PR No. TTSD-06-000015687 


1. The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, Head Office Region 
(TRANSCO-HO) through the 2006 Corporate Budget approved by Ihe TransCo 
Board intends to apply the sum of PRP 5,000,000. 00 being the Approved Budget 
forthe Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for the Supply, Delivery, 
Installation and Commissioning of Remote Fiber Optic Cable Monitoring 
‘System Reference No.: PB060228-RMDO26/PR No. TTSO-06-000018687. Bids 
received in excess of the ABC shall be automaticaly rejecied at Bid opening. 
‘Tne TRANSCO-HO now inves Bids rom eligible Bidders forthe Supply. Delivery. 
Installation and Commissioning of Remote Fer Optic Cable Monitoring System. 
Deivery ofthe GOODS is required in siriy (60) days. The description of an gible 
Bidders contained in Section Il ofthe Bidding Documents, ITB. 

‘Bidding wile conducted trough open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary pessifallcritena as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known 
‘ste Government Procurement Relorm Act” and is restricted io Flpino ciizens! 
Sole propnetorships, organzatons wih atleast sixty percent (60%) interest or 
outstanding capital stock belonging lo clizens of the Philippines, and to ciizens 
‘or organizations ol a county the laws or regulations ol which grant sida rights 
or pvleges to Füipino ciizens, pursuant to Repubéc Act 5183 (RA. 5183) and 
Subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (C.A. 138). Oniy Bids trom Bidders who pass 
e elgbiy check wil be opened. The process for ihe ebgibity check is desorbed 
in Sechon I of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder wih fhe Lowest Calculated 
‘Bd (LCB) shal advance io the post-qualiicaton stage n order to fly determine 
responsiveness of the bid io technical and financia requirements ofthe project. 
‘The contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive 
Bidder (LCRB) wha was delarmined as such during the post-qualification 
procedure 

‘Acomplele set ol Skiing Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
ftom the address below rom March 20, 2006 to Apri 17, 2008 from 9:00 A M. to 
4:00 P.M. and upon payment of a non relundabie fes in the amount of Php 
1,000.00. The method ol payment wii be Cash. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personaly by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representats. 
Ste Inspection is required prior to the Pre-Bid Conlerence, for detalls please 
‘contact Mr. Lyndon S Velasco al Telephone No. 981-4454. 

‘The TRANSCO-HO wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference open o all inierested parties 
‘on March 29, 2006 10:00 AMal te Admin Conference Room. 

Bids and elo requrements must be delivered to the address below on or 
balore Apni 18, 2006/ 10-00 AM. Al Bids must be accompansed by ad Security 
in any ofthe following form or an equivalent amount in a freely convertible 
currency. Late Bids shal nol be accepted 


Form of Security 


Minimum Amount | 
in% of Approved Budget 
forthe Contract to be Bid 

PhP 5000000 


Cash, cariad chock cashier's check, 
manager's check, bank ral or 
revocable leter of credi (1% of ABC) 
Bank guarantee (1.5% ol ABC) 
‘Surty bond (2.5% of ABC). 

Foregn government guaranis 
(100% of ABC) PRP _5,000,000.00 

‘id opening shal be on Ape 18, 20067 10:00 AMat the Admin Conference Room 

same address below. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders! 

Tepresentaives who choose io altend athe address below, 

The National Transmission Corporation reserves the right to acceptor reject any 

Bid, to annul the bidding process, and lo reject at Bids at any bmo prior lo contract 

‘award, without thereby incumng any Eabliy to the flected Bidder or Bidders. 


PP 
PAP 


TSO 
725,000.00 


National Transmission Corporation, Head Office Region 
Mr. Armando N. Ochoa, BAC Chairman 

MMD Office, GF TransCo Main Bio. 

Power Contar Complex. BIR Road, Odman. Quezon Cily 
Tel No. (632) 9812206 Fax No (632) 9228432 
Website: www ransco.pht 


(Sad) ARMANDO N. OCHOA 
Charman, Bd & Awards Commitee 
[P04 ttaren 198 25.2000) 


BRITTANY 
comptroller Cynthia 
Javarez, Crown Asia 
president Jerry 
Navarette and 
Brittany president 

ing Serrano during 
the launch of Caribé 
at The Islands 


Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 


Tel. Nos. (632) 920-6401 (632) 920-6446 


E-malt: member_relations@sss.gov ph + Web site hplww.sss.gov.ph 


NOTICE 


Please got in touch wth he Members Assistance Caner, Social Securty System (SSS), 
East Avenue, Dilman, Quezon Cy or at any SSS ofico nearest your place ol residence ond 
fie your death benefit ciaim win 90 days upon publication, I you are: 

NAME OF LAST KNOWN NAME OF 
BENETICIARIES ADDRESS SSS MEMBER 
Fotaapdoor Onna Bt Lina, Rodalo Ado 

La Ünen S00. 2081718 
Davao ty Pero Hi. Apostol 
SS 0006084 


one OF 
DEMISE 
December 18,2005 


gust 20, 2008 


Uatnown Carios Banao 
Sorzano- 
Kromo aros 

‘SoA SRS8E77 
Noeta Latar 
550052740009 


hy 19, 2005 


Parcngan, Gerona, 
Tate 
idRerast 
Sampaloc. ania 


Soplobar8, 2005 
4uy20, 2008 


157 mata, 
Tecan Ciy 

TMH Dei Pier, 
Tugtog, Metabo 
Raa 

Tra kagandshon St. 
Tonga. Maro Vanas 
101 otal Gorden 
Amorsolo, Legaspi Vil 
Makan Giy 
allongn, Bukidnon 


EdgarLorrao 
SSiossreonas 
Rameo C. Loronzo 
Saas RNS 


November 3.2004 


Aas 13,2005 


Apstnao Margate 
Seos 21670640 
Povero vatsan 
SS103:227123 


hy 19,2005 


ebay 25,208 


‘NebsbatoL Moguel March 1,2005 
Saas 1607S 

voy Pope T. 
Senar 

‘S506 21820587 
races Oise 
SSm05-1410738:7 
Franasco T. Ravelo 
Sov8Oc210012 
Benard res 
S504520 
erent 
‘SS 60047 
Ramu F Sols 
SSaDD2I6819 
Hemenopco Tass 
sgeoneises 
Prosena R Valuera ly 23,2004 
ssas 182006 

‘Aral Mania Vist 
S530 3412295 


paaga. ecantar24,204 
12) Aatos Tuyan ser 

1 RiaFitaReree 

19 Canc. Rhee 


19 Faca 


(eke, 2008 
ent 25,2005 

February 222005, 
Sapenter 25, 2005 


1) Revola Sols, ‘Slama! Tiguan 
a Sulon Kaa 
2077 Nodeso Sl, 
Halt, Manis 
Hiongos, Leye 


wor 4,2006 
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IPDA- Manen 25.200 


Republic of tho Phiippines 
Province of Sorsogon 
Municipality of Donsol 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Government the Philippines through the Department of Agranan Reform (DAR) 
as recowad a loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of 
agranar Relorm Communities Project (ARCP). Iis intended that part of the proceeds 
‘tits lan wil be apped to eigible payments undor ihe contract of Rural nirasiructure, 
Component for wineh tis irwitaton to Apply for Ebglbilty and to Bid is issued. ~| 
‘The Lotal Government of Donsol, Sorsogon through s Bids and Awards Commitee 
BAC) inwte contractors registered wth and ciassilied by Iho Philippine Contractors 
Kesedtation Board (PCAB) as Small "B" or higher for simlar coniraci 10 apply for 
‘Saptty and f found ebb, to bid forthe hereunder contract: 
Name of Contract Construction of San Antonio - Stio Bartaron = 

Gogon Farm-1o-Market Road 
Donsol: Sorsogon 
5.25 kdomoters road construction 
Approved Budgel Cost Php 9.587.543 28 
Contract Duration 144 Calendar Days 
Prospective bidders should possas a valid PCAB License applicable to Ihe contract, 
fave comploted a sar contract witha value of atleast 50% of the ABC. and have 
fey personnel and equipment (isted in the Elgibiity Forms) available for the 
Prdsbeuion of the coniac. The BAC will use non-discretionary passai cera in 
io Eiginity ChociScroering as wat as the Preliminary Examination of Bis. The 
BAC wil conduct pos-quaiicaion af the lowest calcuiated bid 
‘Alparicaers relative to Eligibity Statement and Screening, Bid Securty. Performance 
Salary, Pro-Didding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Posi-Quallication and Award 
St Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9164 and is 
Implomenting Rules and Regulation (RR) 
“The schedule of BAC actvtis is ns follows: 
BAC Activities 


Location 
Bnet Description 


Schodu i] 


THE MEDITERRAZAVILL 


> BEACH RESORT 


SUBTFE. .2 A MB AE 


‘THREE I SI 
Villa Mc 

Vill: 

Villa Venezia 


ILI 
aco 


Ibiza 


"JOIN US FOR our 
OPEN HOUSE 
APRIL 1, 2006 - 


| CLUB- MOROCCO 
-& RESIDENTIAL ESTATES 


ES 


vi Liwe, yourdréam vacation 
"7 days a week, 24. hours a day 


|. Clib Morocco lets you'live your dream holiday. 
in your very own abode in these 


2 
GES; 
AGES: 


ONTACT FE U S: 
(02) 723-4014 / 724-7107 / 726-4205 


Rocapl from prospocive bidders of Laliars of 
Intent (LOD ineluding Application for Engibly 
issuance of Eagibity Forms: 

Dondirs Tor the Receipt of Eigibity Requromeris 

Noice of Resuls of Eigtilly Check 

issuance of Bid Documents 

Pre-bid Cordorence, Apri 8, 2006, 100 PM 

Recep and Opening of Bids ‘Api 19, 2006; 200 PM 

‘The BAC wä issue to prospective biddors Epbity Forms at BAC Secretar, Mumcipal 

Hat Donsot Sorsogon upon ther submission of a LOI, and upon ther payment ol a 

‘on-elundable amount of Three Thousand Pesos oniy (Php 3,000.00) to ihe LGU 

Qf Donsors Casiwor Prospecve biddors shall submit the Eugibity Requlromonis to 

{he BAC altho said address. They may aiso obtain the resus of tne Elgiblty Chock 

by the BAC al the same address. 

Al bids must be accompanied by a Bid Socury In the following forms: 

4. Cashicortfied checkleashier's checkimanager's check In the amount of one 
parcari (1%) of ABC which is PB5.575.44:, 

2. Surely Bond which is two and a hall percent (2.5%) of ABC In the amount of 
EZEL 938.89 calobe on demand end issued by the Government Service Insurance 
Efarm (GSIS) or by a roputable surly or insurance company and to bo posted 
in favor of LGU - Bonsai, Sorsogon 

Tho BAC wil issue Bidding Documents only to bidders doclared by the BAC to be 

Chie for to budding upon payment of a non-refundable amount of Elva Thousand 

Bases only (Php £000.09) 10 the LGU of Donso's Cashier. 

‘Tho LGU of Donsol reserves the righ to accepi or reject any bid and to annul tho 

Buang process and rejoc ali bids at anytime prior to contract award, without thereby 

incumng any baby 10 Iho alloctod Biddor or Bidders 

Approved by: 


March 28- Apri 3, 2006 


March 28-AprlS, 2005 
Aon 3, 2006, 

Apri 5. 2006 

‘Ape 12, 2006, 


(Sod) ENGR. HELENE A. GARAY 
BAC Charman 


AGRARIAN REFORM COMMUNITIES PROJECT 
Provinco af Sorsogon 
Moncipalty of Donsol 


APPROVED BUDGET FORTHE CONTRACT 

Name of Subprojest Constuction of San Antonio - Sito Bantoron - 
Gogon Farm to Market Road 

5.25 Moters 

ta WO. 


Lengths 
Contract Duration 
Tom 
No. 


Nem Deseription 


GENERAL 
hom 100 


UNT | esTmaTeD cost 


EKE 
190.704 00 
om 102. 1661.7440. 
Tom 103 1050000. 
Tiom 104 77368866 00. 
Tom 105 340,580 00. 
Born 200, 3257 602.00 
on 405 24.336 00 
Tom 407 187,320 60. 
tom 500 01,008 00. 
Rom 600 218,911.00, 
Tom 504 ui 
Tom 505 mae [eum 
TOTAL ESTIMATED DIRECT COST z 
[CONTRACTORS TAX. 10% (Oreci Cou) 
‘CONTRACTOR'S PROFIT - [10% (Dvoct Gost] 
[MATERIALS TESTING: 
TOTAL APPROVED BUDGET FOR THE CONTRACT 


5508 | eum. 

3963.00 | KG. 
2100 | im 
Sio fim 


ELEA 

619.40, 
706 461 94 
796.461 94 
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www.royalehomes.com.ph 
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PROPERTY 


Int’l convention recognizes RP construction firms 


SEVERAL PHILIPPINE COMPANIES IN THE 
building and construction industry were rec- 


Asian and Western Pacific Constructors Associ- 
ation (IFAWPCA) during its 50th anniversary 
‘ognized by the International Federation of celebration, which coincided with the federa- 


‘The Investment Rationale 

An urgent need for new, good, dean, safe, 
‘and walking distance quality housing in the 
University Belt. 

+ A permanent, captive and ever-growing 
market of students and faculty. 

+ A home during the week for numerous 
profesionais, entrepreneurs, businessmen and 


Comunidades Concept 
The Comm cep — 


‘The BEST Property Investment Package! 
‘The Investment Package 


‘At Cost 
+ For as low as P660,498 per unit 


Safest 
* Checks payable to your escrow account 


LA CASARITA 


333 San Rafael St. 
San Miguel District, Manila 


‘See Model Unit at 
2125 Legarda St. Manila 


Easiest Payment Terms 

-P3,100 est. monthly during construction 
« P6,500 est. monthly after construction 
Most Affordable 

+ Fully finished 165 sqm studio unit 


100% Approved Bank Funding 
+ Project completion is guaranteed 


Best Return on Investment 
+ Rent-out for P10,000 a moot 
+ Estimated ROI 18% pa. 


Managed by Property lvestent Team 
=No terane problems 
"No collection problems 

Ad ssccomomces 


3 CALL735-4123 + (0921) 284-0267 
(0918) 905-4112 
890-6265 + 890-6326 


at mso gagscoumns 


(For senouncenent purposes onir) 


tion's 35th convention on March 15-18. 

Established in Manila in 1956, Ifawpca is 
composed of leading associations from the 
Asia and Western Pacific regions, each repre- 
senting construction companies from Aus- 
tralia, Bangladesh, Taiwan, Hong Kong, In- 
dia, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
‘Thailand and the Philippines. 


Awards 


Each year IFAWPCA recognizes companies 
and/or individuals who have shown ad- 
mirable work and exemplary performance 
through its prestigious awards: Builders 
Award, the Choi Fieldman Award, the Atsumi 
Award and the Yeoh Tiong Lay IFAWPCA 
Award of Excellence. 

‘The IFAWPCA Builders’ Award is given to 
companies who have shown outstanding ac- 
complishments in civil engineering construc- 
tion and building construction. The Yeoh Tiong 
Lay Award of Excellence is given to those who 
have been relentless in their efforts in promot- 
ing the interests of the international construc- 

| tion industry in the global arena, while the At- 
sumi Award is conferred to an individual who 
has displayed excellence in promoting the in- 

| terest of the construction industry. 

Named after past Ifawpca president Choi 
Chong-Whan (and donor of the award), the 
Choi Construction Field man Award gives due 
recognition to individuals who play a key role 
in construction activities (project managers, 
superintendent, general foreman). 

Recipients of the said awards are Oscar S. 
Gonzales of EEI Corp.—Choi  Fieldman 
Award; David M. Consunji of A.M. Consunji 
Inc—Atsumi Award; EEI Corp—Gold, 
Builders Award, Building Category; Datem 
Inc—Silver, Builders Award, Building Cate- 
gory; J.V Angeles Construction Corp—Gold, 
Givil Engineering Category; C.M. Pancho 
Construction—Silver, Civil Engineering Cate- 
gory; Felipe E Cruz, EF Cruz & Co—Yeoh 
Tiong Lay Award of Excellence. 


Exterminate Termites with the 
Protection that lasts. 


Biflex 


THE LONGEST EFFICACY AMONG REGISTERED & 
APPROVED TERMITICIDE TODAY! 
Termes can senously damage your house; and, worst 
‘making you homeless. Don't let termites invade your most precious home! 
Protect every comer af your house wih Bix sd termite. For best 
result consult the bcensed Pest Control Operators nearest you- 


LEADS Ereann 


Unit 1103 Paragon Plaza, 
EDSA cor. Reliance St, 
Mandaluyong City 


Tel. Nos. 687-9010 + 687-7490 
687-7942 + 687-2576 
Fax No: 687-0461 
E-mail:info@leadsagri.com 
fodegala@leadsagri.com 


www.leadsagri.com 


SH 

Coordinates construction project manager Romy Puyo and Tony 
Gragasin, GF & Partners architect Ted Narcisio, Ayala Land AVP Ruel 
Bautista, Ayala Land Premier-Construction Management Group's 
Allan Yacat and Ayala Land Technical Planning's Mita Montinola. 


Laguna Tower marks 


chalets 
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© Great location--15 mins away from the Makati Central Business District 
© Round-the-clock security 
e Close proximity to schools, hospitals and shopping centers 
o Just2 kilometers from SM Bicuton 


Minutes away from NAIA 
+ Easy financing packages through PAG-IBIG, the bank or in-house financing 


Enjoy all these amenities with the entire family: 
* Clubhouse 

+ Swimming Poo! 

* Kiddie Pool 

+ Bosketball Court 

* Jogging Troil 

+ Badminton & Tennis Courts 


© Children’s Play Area 
© Function Room 

> Gordens 

© Convenience Store 
ple Parking 


another milestone 


AYALA LAND PREMIER RECENTLY 
held a topping-off ceremony for the 
Laguna Tower, the first of The Resi- 
dences at Greenbelt’s (TRAG) three 
condominium buildings. The event 
was attended by Ayala Land execu- 
tives and various project team 
heads, who acknowledged the con- 
tributions of the partners involved 
in this much-anticipated endeavor. 
The brief ceremony marked the 
beginning of a new phase in the 
tower's construction, a special oc- 
casion following last December's 
achievement of the “2 Million Safe 
Man Hours Award,” given by its 
general contractor EEI Corp. 


Event’s significance 

Said ALP project development 
‘manager Catleya Moya_on the 
events significance: “For TRAG, it 
means the superstructure’s already 
completed and now we go into fin- 
ishing the building, The next mile- 
stone will be the completion.” 

‘According to her, this marks the 
start of the finishing stage of the 
first tower. “It brings us closer to 
delivering it to the buyers, and for 
them to actually experience what 
the TRAG lifestyle is all about. It’s 
very unique because of its location, 
as it is the only residential condo 
that’s integrated with the Green- 
belt Lifestyle Center,” she said. 

Moya added that very few units 
remain available for the Laguna 
‘Tower. “People trust Ayala Land; 
people really believe that it can de- 
liver what it promised. We've 
reached our 90 percent level 
months ago. What everyone can 
expect is the quality that Ayala 
Land Premier is known for, and the 
timeliness of delivery” 

Ayala Land Premier project di- 


rector Mike Milaor explained that 
this is the second important mile- 
stone of TRAG after its ground- 
breaking. 

Said Milaor: “This means the 
project team will now concentrate 
on the water tightness of the build- 
ing to ensure that there are no 
leaks, as well as the interior finish- 
ing works, which is the most criti- 
cal part. We have less than two 
years to finish the project. The 
punchlisting and rectification 
‘works will run through various 
stages. First is the punchlisting that 
will be done by the quality control 
group EEI Corp., the main contrac- 
tor. After the first stage, the units 
will be inspected and punchlisted 
by our project managers, and then 
by Ayala Land Premier's marketing 
and customer relations group, be; 
fore handing them over to the buy: 
ers by the first quarter of 2008. 3} 

‘Ayala Land Premier AVP Ruel 
Bautista is pleased that the event is 
a testament to TRAG’ speedy yet 
safe construction practices. “In ev- 
ery project, topping off is very sig- 
nificant because it means that we 
are halfway completed, and be- 
cause the structural works account 
for approximately 50 percent the 
total completion accomplishment,” 
hesaid. 

‘The Residences at Greenbelt of- 
fer numerous work, entertain- 
ment, dining and leisure conve- 
niences right at your doorstep. Itis 
the only residential condominium 
directly linked to the Greenbelt 
mall and the Makati Central Busi- 
ness District. World-class ameni- 
ties and tireless service from the 
country’s leading property devel- 
oper inspire a whole new lifestyle 
for denizens of the energetic city. 


0t its charming dubhouse, or toke a dip into th 
waters of our exclusive swimming pool. Enjoy! 
(col pot of Chae debe) 


Site Map 
Doña Soledad Extension, Bicutan, Paraiioque City 
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Visit www,.smdevelopment.com or 


email us at into@smdevelopment.com 


0917-8803239 © 831-5151 
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E-mail super@ingul 
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OR FOLDED AND HUNG’S 
latest summer inspiration, 
~ 


they went to the barracks to 
get all the men with the slight in- 
tention of taking them to Broke- 
back Mountain, but instead took 
them on a cruise around Staten Is- 
land to party at the Hampton: 
Monday night and the Ayala Muse- 
um was packed with industry A list 
supporters and followers of 
brand as they eagerly awaited the 
ngs from 
nown for 
style, quality and comfort at prices 
tailor made for the Pinoy pocket 
The unique thing about. this 


it f-ing hot, or hotter for the matter. 
Do you remember Claudine Barretto's 
ar turn on the billboard row, spray 
tanned to per 
e.that you'd forgotten the h 


behind it all is Ronald Pineda, 
eur whose vi 
p spot among 

hipsters s 

but are wase eset not to splur, 

beads Alan Wvacen, the mark 

teder of the teum, showed me acci 

he himself designed Chains in bright 

Diu and orange with fighter jet pendants and 

tin matchbox accessories are perfect clin 

ons to the clothes, which I already pre 

hours before the show started. Backi 

hanced upon a very nervous Robby Carmona, 


$e 


ws a day, felt 

show en li 

‘And he had every re 

without any theatrics, it was re 
ally about the collection. No over-the-top 
Ayling and gimmickry to hide the flaws. The 
clothes were snug yet very relaxed. Colors re 
flected tones of the Sahara, with an urban In- 
fay to The Fort for a night 
newly met cowboys. 


past. This $ 

careful attention to fabrication and detail, In 

doing so, F&H has become a purveyor of a 

new kind of minimalism that celebrates the 

male form—comfortable with h 

and playful enough to go illegally low. 
athe 


ian hunks—Polo Ravales came out in casu: 

and then did a double take 

a ck boy in an un- 

oned sleeveless top and Folded and Hung 

ling rippled abs and a pumped 

at duplicated th that you 

e on billboards everywhere, A col: 

lective applause for Polo and the F&H collec 
tion—the sa ve never looked this good. 
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FLIP FLOP ART. 


a sl "o 8 The window 
; — diplaysat 
>E Rustan's Malati 


"Jumpstart the summer = - ee 


season with custom-made 
Havaianas that you oan 
truly call your own 


SO MANY FLIP FLOPS, SO LITTLE TIME. 
Since Havaianas was launched in the country 
a few years ago, the brand has gained a cult 
following. There are so many Filipino flip flop 
fans (say that 10 times fast) that the Philip- 
pines has become the second largest importer 
of Havaianas in Asia. 

Terry S.A., the official and exclusive Philip- 
pine distributor of Havaianas, has given fans 
of the Brazilian flip flops a lot of surprises this 
year 

First, there was the release of the special 
Havaianas Filipinas which were designed ex- 
clusively for Filipinos. The white flip flops, 
which are adorned with the Philippine flag 
and decorated with stripes using our coun- 
try's colors, are a statement of Pinoy pride. 

«Because they are only available in the Philip- 
‘pines, Pinoys abroad have been asking their 
loved ones to buy pairs for them too. 

Then there were the window displays. 
Five windows of Rustan's Department Store 
along Ayala Avenue were transformed into 
‘works of art made with flip flops. Two of the 

{Windows were Pinoy-themed, featuring the 

Uctorfil jeepney and the calesa. The Hava- 
janas windows were conceptualized..in, 
Brazil and implemented by Terry S.A., H.L. 
3R Perez Inc. and IN.C Design Studio. Hun- 
dreds of slippers were used to create a traf- 
fic-stopping exhibit. Flip flop fans were 
even seen stopping in front of the windows 
to take photographs. 

Regulars at the Havaianas section at Rus- 
tan’s Makati received a surprise too. What 
used to be just a five square meter area on the 
U floor has now become a 30-square-meter- 

ig Havaianas heaven with seven dioramas 
that highlight the brand’s different designs. 
These dioramas will continue to change in the 
next few weeks. 

‘There’s even more excitement in store for 
Havaianas addicts—the chance to design 
their own flip flops. People have spent the 
past few weeks Googling for more details and 
Jogging onto their favorite online forum in 
hopes of getting more information. Super! 
has the 411. 

‘The Make Your Own Havaianas event will 
be held at Rockwell from March 31 to April 2. ; 
This event, which has already taken place in É toie J Pte 
Paris, New York, Sydney and Tokyo, gives flip | a Rae, | AST 
flop fanaties the chance to customize their 
owm pairs by choosing from a wide range of 
Havaianas straps and soles which will then be 
assembled on the spot by Havaianas staff. 
Pairs may also be embellished with specially 
made pins. 

Joining the event is easy. Purchase at least 
P995 worth of Havaianas on a single receipt 
from any of the event's 15 participating out- 
lets. Only purchases made from March 20 and 
April 2, 2006 will be valid. The participating 
store will give you an Entry Coupon for the We're talking about green 
event, One coupon will allow you to make one SA 
pair of Havaianas for a fee. Head over ro the tea and how it’s packed 
North Court of the Rockwell Power Plant Mall s i 
from March 31 to April 2 and present your with stuff that's good for you! 
coupon along with the official receipt of your 


purchase. You can then make your pair. A pair Green tea is considered a “wonder substance” that 


e e eek reduces ihe chances of cancer, lowers blood cholesterol 


ey a EEA and blood sugar leyels, and helps control blood pressure. A 
be yourself and Make Your Own Havaianas! 
Participating establishments include All C2 Green Tea has Catechins, which act as antioxidants 


Flip-Flops (Glorietta 3), Aura Athletica (Rock- t tent than Vil C Vitomi 
weil Power Plant Mall), Blush Hour (Rockwell that are more potent than Vitamin C and Vlomin E 


Po Plant Mall), Celi Pl: , 7 

eee pee ae Meare erage Unlike other bottled teas that use powdered or 

Greenbelt 3, Podium, Shangri-La Mall and e © 

Gateway Mail), Chocolate Clothing Company artificial tea extracts, C2 Green Tea is made 

(Robinson's Galleria, Megamall, Shangri-La from real, natural green tea leaves that have been 

ee Aeon sora ra delicately brewed. So you have all that green tea 

elt 3), r A 

(abang, ; goodness bottled and ready io refresh you anytime. 
Itsie Bitsie Boutique (Malate), Kidsports s b 

(Shangri-La Mall), Nail Spa (Gamboa Street, So make it a habit to drink cool and clean C2 { 

Legaspi Village Makati and Shangri-La Mall), Green Teal For once everybody will agree, here are 


Pn enim a greens that are good for you, that taste good too! 


ter, Ga id Robi s Place, Malate), 
pn ae e a C2 Green Tea is available in Peach, Apple, Lemon, 
um), Stoked (Power Plant Mall, Alabang Plain, Plain Lite & Lemon lite Flavors. 
Town Center and Bridgeway at Greenhills 
Shopping Center), Tonic (Astoria Plaza, Escri- 


va Drive, Ortigas) and The Zone (7244 Malu- Nothing relaxes and recharges like C2 Green Teal 
„gay Street corner Buendia beside old Toyota 


nie $20 EKTE 
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FASHION TIPS TO KEEP YOU ALIVE 


edition-free fashion! 


By Pepe Diokno 


LAST WEEK SAW TRIUMPH FOR 
fashion—'cause finally, the Philippine 
National Police did something right. On 
March 18, policemen arrested former 
Cabinet Secretary Dinky Soliman and 20 
ofher companions. No, not because they 
were staging a rally, but because there 
‘were many of them at the same place, at 
the same time, wearing the same outfit. 

T know. OMG! How can anyone stand 
in the same proximity with a person 
‘wearing the exact same getup? You 
can't. That's why we have the Fashion Po- 
lice. 1 mean, Philippine Police. So be- 
ware. 

‘The arrests came after the government 
foiled a left-right conspiracy against fash- 
ion and a state of emergency was de- 
dared. Now, though the state of emer- 
gency is gone, our govemment says the 
threat still remains. 


The Philippine govemment, and its 
Department of Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzales, says it is monitoring shops, 
streets and even the pages of Super for vi- 
lations against fashion. 

See, they say that the only way to let 
fashion prosper isto limit fashion. These 
are words of wisdom, people. Keep them 
in your heart. 

For you whining people, who say that 
this is unconstitutional, whatever. The 
bright people in Executive say that ac- 
cording to our Constitution, we live in a 
state where people can't go out whenever 
they want, and say whatever they want. 
‘Therefore people shouldn't be able to 
‘wear whatever they want either. 

Tn the great words of Raul Gonzales, 
“Ahh ... Freedom, aahh ... has, aahh ... 
limits." There is no fallacy there. 

‘Anyway, we are merely servants of the 
government and should therefore follow 
everything it says. (Whoever told you 


a 


government’ for the people” is dumb.) 
Soto help you limit your own freedom—1 
‘mean, fashion—here are Super Sedition- 
Free Fashion tips! You want to live, don't 
you? Follow’em. 


Tip #1. Never wear a shirt if you 
know someone else has it. 

Ifyou do get stuck in this predicament, 
either have the other person(s) killed, or 
“invited for questioning.” 

Now, other reports say that it wasn't 
that the crowd had identical shirts, but 
that the the prints on the shirts were 
Satins. But whats seditious materi- 
Tip#2: Everything is seditious 
material. 

Think about it. Let's take, FCUK. It's a 
slur rearranged. It has the words UK. Glo- 
ria Arroyo has been compared to Mar- 
garet Thatcher, a former prime minister 


of the UK. FC Gloria. Bingo! Sedition. 

Guess? That's a five letter word that 
starts with a G. What's another five letter 
word that starts with a G? Garci! 
There you have it—sedition. 

‘Therefore, you can only wear un- 
printed shirts with solid colors. What 
are acceptable colors? 

Black and white are evil. Yellow is Peo- 
ple Power, and that's a no-no. Red is labor, 
and is therefore leftist, and therefore evil. 
Green is La Salle, so that’s out of the ques- 
tion. 


Tip #3. Fuchsia is the only ac- 
ceptable color 


Oh no, you know what this means. 
You're going to have to go out and buy a 
new wardrobe! I have that covered too. 
Here are shopping Do's and Don'ts: 
Clothing lines and collections to check 
out, and those to avoid. 
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SHANG's SPRING 
UP TO 70% 


MARCH 31 - APRIL 2, MALLWIDE 


“ON SELECTED ITEMS. PER OTI-NCR PERMIT NO 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006'* 


The “Things the gov- 


derstand” tine, feat 
ing the Constitution 
collection, and the 
their own words” col- 
lection. Bad, bad, bad. 


shall be passed 
abridging 
th 

freedom 


cech. 
of spe 


WWE Eddie 
Guerrero 
caps. 


Its just bad. 


OK, just to be 
safe, avoid 

anything that 
isn't from the 
government. 


The Department of Justice has come out 
with some lines that may interest you: 


(We're told 

there was a 
“slight problem 

with printing 
“though. it's now 

the “Justice is se- 


mi-blind" tine.) 


‘Two is the, "Mean- 
ingtul things Raul 
Gonzales has 
said" line. (Be- 
cause of budget 
constraints the 
shirts are blank.) 


Three's the "lam 
Sorry” line. (Dis- 
claimer: There 
was a miscommu- 
nication, and 200 
of the shirts read, 
“lam guilty.") 


Imelda Marcos, in 
her bid to reclaim 
her position as Gov- 
rnor of Metro 
tanila, has released 
these too-cute 
THEART GMA 
shirts. (GMA, mean- 
ing the Greater 
Manila Area. But we 
don't have to men- 
tion that, do we?) 


The beneficiaries of the 
administration's Fertil- 
izerFundhave cers 
set up an online 

shop at 
fertlizersht.com*=~ 
—wait, it's fertilizer- 
shirts.com* (my 

spelling’s screwed 

today.) They sell 

shirts that read, 

“Gloria Forever!” 

and a whole collec- Ei 
ton dedicated to the 

only farmer that benefited trom the Fund. 


‘The governors of the Philippines are giving 
away free government-approved Louis 
Vuitton! And ail you have to do is sign for it. 
(They wiil use your signature for a whole 
page paid advertisement in a newspaper. 
But that's a small price to pay for LV!) 


PHILIPPINE DAĆ Y IN@ TIRES p Di) 


E-mail: super@inquirer-com ph 


Text us your feedbacks mqurer sup rane 


Most Comfortable Sofa in the Country: 


flissa Leather Sofa 3X2 Sofa Set 
Php 70,200.00 


SUPER! EXCLUSIVE 


Php 72,000.00 


He hasn't set foot in the 
country yet but Dante 
Basco is proud to be Pinoy 


By Giselle Tongi 


FIRST MET DANI SCI 
1 film festival s a 
Light on Sunset Boulevard a 


couple of y en 1 first 
moved to Los Angeles. The “infa- 
Winston Emano, who is con- 
sistently getting mainstream Holly 
‘ood to take notice of Fil-Ams in 
iow biz, introduced us in the lob: 
by. Mr. Basco and I have been good 
friends ever since. 1 recently met 
up with him at the Grove in West 
Hollywood to catch up on what he 
èn up to. The last time I sa 
t before I was heading 
back to Manila, when he picked up 
my powder blue chaise lounge that 
he has now made a home for in his 
bedroom. 


roots, inspiration 


Pinoy roots 
burgh, California, 
San Francisco. He 
me where his pi 
in Philippines. 
him if hi is wrong. He 
with a slight Am ang—Zambal 
had an op 
portunity to go to tho: 
he want 
grandfather, a W 
ry involved in the Filipi 
Mf Dante playing 
veteran in a Black Eyed Peas video come ta 
mind. He and his three brothers, Derek 
Darion and Dion all started breakdancin 
ly and that’s how they broke into t 
the industry—even his little sister Aria 
tasked him if talent runs in the blood 
ip and moved 
10 
moved around a bit. Th 
to Dante, there is a huge Pinoy hiphop 
community emerging. He did most of hi 


up. people thought h 
n or Latin. Some of them r 

to him as “that Asian guy,” not sure 
was Chinese or Korean. Today, Am 
will surely know he is Filipino because he 
proudly declares it 

Dante knows he is fortunate to have 
been able 10 play a variety of role 


Rufio—all grown up 

{asked him about his mc 

ook? was a great memory for me 
rable to work with masters su 
tberg, Dustin Hoffman, Julia F 


a pan of hi 
all, one tha 
to Dante. Many 
people still call him “Rufio” up 
Dante spoke about hi 
iders himself an actor first and foremost 
For the past 20 year 
ligiously at the Gloria Gifford Con 
He even calls Ms Gifford h 
urrogate mom, his mentor, He said 
ing is an att form and yo 
tt 
up 
Hollywood is very di 


in the sense that you are not always eer 
eS S bo any SARE We 
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KIDDIE 
SUMMER ON 
WHEELS 


Remember your childhood days 
when you dreamed of sitting behind 
the wheel of a top-down with your 
date and driving down the boulevard 
for some intimate moments? Or tak- 
ing of on a Formula 1 race car to 
compete with the world's top drivers 
in a Grand Prix championship in 
Monte Carlo or Daytona? Or simply 
cruising with your chums in a late- 
model sedan in for one of these 
youthful adventures? 

Today's generation of kids can 
new live and enjoy vicariously their 
driving fantasies with a range of 
new high-tech toys related to auto- 
mobiles and motor sports. As the 
summer season beckons, these toys 
provide thrilling, enjoyable and 
pleasant but safe outdoor activities 
to kids of all ages. 

Here are some of the hottest toys 
for your "summer-on-wheels" 
adventures: 

ROAD RATZ. Road Ratz is a 
line of remote-controlled vehicles 
for kids and adults that feature an 
easy operating system and'a power- 
ful suspension system. Among the 
latest remote-controlled models 
from RoadRatz are race cards Rally, 
Scaled Buggy. Formula One and the 
latest craze, Hummer. 

CORGI. Corgi's model vehicles, 
once simply considered as toys for 
boys are. now gaining popularity 
among adults and-are highly sought- 
after in the expanding collectibles 
market. Some models, in mint con- 
dition and complete with boxes and 
which originally sold for a modest 
sum, are now fetching hundreds of 
dollars. Today, majority of Corgi 
cars, trucks and buses are produced 
as Limited Edition versions, which 
made every Corgi car a must 
have model. 

TOMICA. Dic cast model fanat- 
ics are crazy about Tomica, one of 
the leading brands in die-cast car 
models — from vintage cars to sport 
cars, from small to large and bulky 
versions, from delivery trucks to 
motorcycles. Tomica offers a range 
of die-cast cars and play sets that 
feature high loops and moving 
levers to control the car. Tomica cars 
are recognized for setting the trend 
with their highest level of die-cast 
and cool 
and scale, 

FLYWHEELS. High speed, 
high-performance Flywheels car 
boast an impressive array of die-cast 
cars accessories and play sets. Fly- 
wheels features 100 percent authen- 
tic licensed replicas in 1:10 scale of 
the top models of leading wheel tire 
and break manufacturers in the mar- 
ket. With a simple pull of a ripeord, 
Flywheels racers can zoom at over 
300 scale miles per hour and jump to 
over 25 feet in the air. 

Road Ratz, Corgi, Tomica and 
Flywheels toys are exclusively dis- 
tributed by Ban Kee Trading, Inc. 
and are available at leading toy 
stores nationwide. 


and awesome design 


From page DI 


working actor. Actors in this town are 
actually encouraged to learn and study 
the whole method behind the madness. 
Those 20 years of being in acting class 
has finally paid off in a big way for 
Dante. 


Dante takes the lead 

It has definitely been a long journey 
for Dante and he says that he has come 
full circle. He returns to his first 
love—dancing—in his latest film di- 
rected by Liz Freedlander. When he au- 
ditioned for the part of Miguel Ramos, 
he told the director that even if he did 
not get the part, he insisted that they 
get a dancer to play the role. He got the 
call that he had gotten the part while he 
was home on a rainy day. But he knew 
better than to get excited too fast. Ne- 
gotiations still needed to be made and 
the deal wasn’t sealed yet. He finally 
felt ecstacy as he got on a plane headed 
for Toronto for his three-month shoot- 
ing schedule. He successfully showed 


the producers that no one could play a 
troubled teenage Puerto Rican from the 
rough streets of New York better than 
Dante Basco. He even tried to get them 
to change the characters ethnicity to 
Filipino but they would not budge. 

Dante describes his character as 
“very flashy and chauvinistic, the lead 
er of the pack.” Even if itis an ensemb! 
cast, he does have a prominent part in 
the film. 

Asked about Antonio Banderas 
Dante raved about the actor, “Antonio ts 
a very sexy man. I'm a straight man but 
he definitely has something about him. 
He's really a star. He's a very loving, giv 
ing, warm and generous human bein : 
He comes from the theater in Spain, 1s 
truly is an actor's actor. He's just « 
gem.” Antonio plays the teacher thi 
comes in and teaches the kids about Ii 
through ballroom dance. 


First family 

The Basco brothers are legitimately bein: 
hailed as the first Asian-American entertain 
ment family, Dante's goal is to put out a IV 


religion, then Dutch spin- 

meister, DJ Tiésto, would 
be a demi-god to its faithful 
followers. 

The world’s No. 1 DJ—according to 
the prestigious poll of the UK-based DJ 
Magazine (the equivalent of an Oscar in 
clublandia)—created headlines at the 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens when he 
became the first DJ ever to perform at 
the opening ceremony of the planers 
premier sporting event. The commis- 
sioned creation of his very own wax 
sculpture at the world-famous Madame 
Tussauds museum couldn't have been 
too shabby either 

On Friday, March 31 (mark those cal- 
cendars!), the King of the Night cometh to 
Manila amid a blinding stream of strobe 
lights for a stamina-defying set of spine- 
tingling trance ‘and hard house. Get 
ready to reach for the sky, suck in the in- 
fectious euphoria at the PICC Forum, and 
join the thunderous roar of revelers 
chanting “TI-ES-TO.... TLËS-TO!” 

Better start calling 897-2472 or 895- 
7471 before those oh-so elusive tickets 
get going, going, gone. 


NBK’s For the Love of House! @ 
Embassy Super Club, 10 p.m. 
tonight 

Join NBK DJs Antz Santiago, Bombi 
Balquiedra, Jed Dario, Jon Naval, 
Manolet Dario, Marc Naval, Paolo Ma- 
ralit and Raji Mata as they spin a heady 
dose of house tracks at the Main Room 
and VIP Room of Embassy Super Club 


|: DANCE MUSIC WAS A 


Paolo R. Reyes: +2 
Janiné Cuenca-Dario 


Saguijo; The Rat Pack at Araneta Colisen 
Cynthia Alexander at Conspiracy 20som 
thing Saturdays at Mezze; Dance Dehi: 
w/ DJ Martin Pulgar at, Embassy ‘Supe 
Club; Quench with Dis Chip dela Galzad. 
Mac Cunanan at Quisine; Freshly Squee! 
at Citrus; Pump Saturdays at Jill's; DJ B.: 
boy Jeff at Temple; Soundsgood Dis at! 
bassy Cuisine; DJ Crash at Absinth; 1+1 
Scratchmark at Bliss & Shorty at Princ: 
Jaipur; Bam del Valle atGovernmént; C.: 
pusition Night at Mag:Net Café Katipun. 
Escape & Fairground at Virgin Café; Bolin. 
Soul & Kuh Ledesma at Captain's Bar 


tnd? 


{The Fort, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, 
weg te phone: 816-4199}. 
= 


¥en 7 Nee Other Super? 24/7 events: 


Mar. 25, Saturday 

NBKS Por the Love of House at Em- 
3 bassy Club; Absinth 3rd Anniversary Par- 
A A ty at Absinth; Tribute to the Lost Pinoy 


Por DTU Pornit # wan Bands of the 90s with Tension, Twisted 
os Series of 


ly 


Halo, Christmas Lights, Soapdish, Pedros 
Cannabis, and CopperPopTinill (CPT) at 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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This Pinoy Hollywood actor talks about his rests, his current 
projects and his hopes of representing the Philippines more 


Bt show, an album and a movie in the coming 
year. And why not? They have been around 
for 20 years. Ifthe Wayan brothers can do it, 
why not them? But the question is: are the 
‘Americans ready for the Filipino wave? The 
Asian invasion? 

There's stopping this actor, dancer 
and—yes, you guessed it—singer. 
Dante is part of the “Basco Brothers” 
(formerly known as The Fly Brown 
Dragons)—a rapping and singing 
group that he formed with his siblings. 
‘They are currently recording in the stu- 
dio. 

Dante has a lot of other plans. He is 
already slated to collaborate with Apl 
de Ap of the Black Eyed Peas who will 
be putting up Jeepney Records soon. He 
also has several scripts in development 
but initially wants to start shooting a 
film with his older brother Darion (who 


back in the Philippines. He does 


parents’ homeland. He wants his brothers to 
go with him so they can document their 
homecoming. They want to be home for at 
least a month so that they can create some- 
thing and make it work for both markets. 


Offthe record 
People wonder what the life of a 
movie star is like. Dante’s typical day 


starts when one of his brothers starts jas 


blasting music in the Hollywood Hills 
house they all share. They usually all go 
out for breakfast unless Darion (who 
fancies himself a chef) takes over the 
kitchen 

He recently is going through some life- 


the pain and struggle, he got a tattoo of a 
motorcycle on his left bicep. Like any rela- 
tionship, it ended bittersweet but he says it 
was time to move on. No, he wasn’t talking 


was also in the “Debut” with him) about a girlfriend, it was his acting 
about them rediscovering their roots teacher. When I ask him about girl- 
ae 


voice-overs for two 
cartoons. On the 
Nickelodeon 

cartoon, 

Avatar, he 

plays 

Prince 

Zuko, a 

character 

reminiscent 

of his role in 

“Hook.” On the Disney 
Channel, he plays an Asian 
kid who turns into a dragon 
in “American Dragon.” 

‘The first and last time he was in 
the Philippines was only for a week 
when they were casting for the “De- 
but” years ago. He was way too 
excited to sleep but at 
least was able to go out 
and get a taste of the 
legendary nightlife. 

Right now hes jut d 
waiting for a chance 4 
to go back to his 


friends, he admits to having a track 
record of 
cause 
man.” Enough said, 1 knew 
exactly what he was talk- 
ing about. But he reas- 
sures me that he is 
leaming! 


Dante tidbits 
To relax, he rides 
his motorcycle (he 
picked that up in the 
Biker Boyz movie), writes poetry and 
music. He misses his mother’s lumpia 
and his favorite Filipino word is bas- 
tos. He swears he really wants to 
learn how to speak Tagalog and asks 
me to introduce him to a pretty 
Pinay who can coach him. “I repre- 
sent one time for the Filipinos,” he 
proclaims so humbly when asked to 
invite his countrymen to support his 
new film “Take the lead” which will open 
in theaters soon. Dante not only repre- 
sents one time—he'll makes us proud of 

fora lifetime! 


> Night Cometh 


Mar. 26, Sunday 

Repertory Philippines’ 7 ng Umaga at 
REP’ Globe Theater at Onstage, Greenbelt 
1; Bloody Mary Sundays at Absin 
Acoustic Night at Phi Bar 


Mar. 27, Monday 

Ethan band at Temple; Legendary Mon- 
days with DJ Patch at Absinth; Michaelan- 
gelo at Conspiracy; I Don’t Like Mondays! 
With DJ Ro at Gweilos Makati; In-house 
Genre Music at 6 Underground; Epic band 
at Virgin Café; Follies de Mwah at Club 
Mwah; Eastwind Jazz Trio at Captain's 
Bar; Wine Buffet at The Lounge 


Mar. 28, Tuesday 

Death by Tampon at Mag:net Café 
Katipunan; Kickback Tuesdays at Manila DJ 
Club; Salsa Night at Mezze; Guarana at Café 
Havana Greenbelt; Acoustic Night at Temple; 
Ria Villena-Osorio at Conspiracy; Velvet Party 
with DJs JD & One Nyt Stand at Absinth; 


Mocha at Virgin Café; Sitar Nights at Bolly- 
wood; Spirit of 67 at Captain's Bar 


Mar. 29, Wednesday 

Analog, Agaw Agimat, The Dorques, 
and Cherry Cornflakes at Saguijo; 
Funksouljah at Manila DJ Club; DJs Karl 
‘Ty & Cao Ocampo at Embassy Cuisine; 
Willy Wanka's Music Factory with DJ 
Joffy Cruz at Gweilos Makati; DJ Patch at 
Absinth; Javadelic with Bo Razon at 
Mag:Net Café Katipunan; CouchLab DJs 
at Uva; Wicked Wednesdays at Temple; 
Acoustic Night at 6 Underground; Way 
Back Wednesdays at Bed; FreeVerse at 
Virgin Café; Noe! Cabangon at Conspira: 
cy; Weekend Wednesdays with Boyet Al- 
mazan at Strumm’s 


Mar. 30, Thursday 

Electronica Manila Night at Saguijo; 
Fluxxe: Whatever Thursdays at Manila DJ 
‘Club; Digital Alternative Acoustic at Con- 
spiracy; Silly People’s Improv Theater 
(SPIT) at Mag:Net Café Katipunan; Barbie 
Almalbis at SM Sta. Mesa Cinema 1; Zodi- 
ac Thursdays at Citrus; Rock n’ Rhythm at 
‘Absinth; Supahstar DJ Thursdaze at Bed; 
DJ Brit at Government; Ladies Night with 
DJ Badboy Jeff at Temple; Noel Cabangon 
at Conspiracy; Zynexation at Virgin Café; 
Freeverse at Suburbia 


Mar. 31, Friday 

Hed Kandi: Greatest Hits at World 
‘Trade Center; DJ Tiesto: Asian Tour 2006 
at PICC Forum, Roxas Bivd.; Decadance 
with Boyet Almazan at Jill's; Celestial 
with DJ Benjo Marquez at Mezze; Urban- 
dub, Severo, Monkeyspank, and Pinas at 
Mag:net Café Katipunan; Superfly Friday 
with Karl Ty at Citrus; MyHOUSE at M 
Café; Francis M with Hardware Syn- 
drome Band, Sun Valley Crew, Chillitee's, 
Cambio, and Sandwich at Saguijo; Joey 
Ayala at Conspiracy; DJ Mark de Leon at 
Mati; Owens Sun at Embassy Club; Calyp- 
so DJs at Embassy Cuisine; DJ James Mc- 
Cranie at Absinth; Jive Fridays at Temple; 
“The Jerks at 70s Bistro; DJs Seratchmark 
at Prince of Jaipur; Wiseguys & Freeway 
at Virgin Café; Barbie Almalbis at SM 
Southmall Cinema 3; Bobby Soul & Kuh 
Ledesma at Captain's Bar 


eS) 
CROWNE PLAZA 


Take a break from the bustles of city living... 
Enjoy the stillness of the season with the ones who matter most! 


P4,000 net 


| March 25 - April 30 only 


© Overnight Stay in a Deluxe Room 

FAN 

‘© Buffet Breakfast for 2 adults and 2 kids (5 yearsjold 
and below) at Seven Comers ae | 

4 


+ 25% discount on Easter Carnival Adult ticket prices?’ 
for bookings within April 1-16 py 


Applicable to local and foreign residents only- 
Pre-payment or credit card guarantee required. 


= = al 


changing experiences and to commemorate |} 


Call Reservations at 633-7222 


Shoulder cramps? 
Your laptop too heavy? 


Get yourself a 
LifeDrive*Mobile 
Manager, and you'll: 
get a free Universal 
Wireless Keyboard and 
ini Laptop Case. 

Il for P28,900. 


List of Participating Resellers: 


Metro Manii 
Mobile 1,paimOne 


Ortigas Avenue, corner Asian Development Bank Avenue, Quezon City, Philippines, 1100 
2) 633-7222 » tax (63-2) 633-2824 + ur:wrew.crowneplaza.comn/galleriamanla 


Provincial Resellers 
Ng Khai Corp. (Cobu) 
PodCentraSiieon Valley, Dela Merchandising 


‘THE NEXT generation of 


ee) fon 


HE HE HE 
hmmmm 
huh huhu 
hu, he he. 


‘OK, VU put my pants 
back on. 


NOPARTY withoyt 
granamascertin 4 
à Li 


Candy Dizon 
taking her self 
portrait. For 
seme reason 
there was 
always that 
strange guy in 
the 


background / 


(Age against’ 
tthe machine 


Gino de la Paz 


OW DO YOU KNOW THE 
Hees is spinning properly 
on its axis? For musi 

and the similarly 
ly—obsessed, its when a once- 
scattershot assortment of beats fi- 
nally comes together, jumps out of 
the speakers, and bi 
well, in a good way. At least that’s 
how I define it. 

As someone 
the universe with loi 


you discerin; 
gely unaware of the melodies o 


epiphanies you normally may not have 
chanced upon. 


Quiet is the new loud 


tysomething José Gonzi 

legend in Europe. A collection of indie bed 
room songs, ich-admired debut, 
neer,” manages to summon eclectic influence: 
like Elliott Smith, Joy Division and even Joao 
Gilberto while trai 


tured on "The 
bloggers and Sufjan Stev 
auditory frem 

‘Speaking of hushed tones, American class 
cal pianist and radio show host Christopher 
O'Riley ha ed both critical and popular 
acclaim for his piano transcriptions of 
by, get this, Radiohead. His latest 
imaginings, “Hold Me To This: Chris 
O'Riley Plays Radiohead,” slipped through 
the Bach door as it were. Now classical music 

EXOTICAVES 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Text us your feedbacks 
inquirer sup 
namelagelcity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 
(mari) 


San 
JEP Stule » urban living . pop culture . 
i entertainment . recreation 


E-mail: super@inqulrer.comph 


-Text your answer to 2955 for an instant discount 
-and a chance to win ultra slim prizes © 


To send your answer just text the following: 
MOTOSLVR COUNT < Answer > 
Ex. MOTOSLVR COUNT 50 
For the Raffle, just text the following to join and register. 
To Join: MOTOSLVR IMEI < IMEI No. > 
Ex: MOTOSLVR IMEI 112245638910284 
To Register: MOTOSLVR REG < full name >| < complete address > | < gender 
Ex: MOTOSLVR REG Jen Tan/1 Rizal St; Pasig City/F 


So start texting! Promo runs from February 20 to March 31, 2006! 


‘Son fiyers tor more details, PER DTHNCR Permit No. 0941 SERIES OF 2006 


VISIT ANY OF MOTOROLA'S AUTHORIZED DEALERS FOR MORE INFORMATION. ASC STORE, ABENSON, AUDIONET, ADI TELECOM, BSD INTERNATIONAL, BUSY TONE, CELLWAVE TELECOM, 

CELUWORKS, CELLZONE, CLEARCOM, COMCENTER, COMWORKS, ELECTROWORLD, G-TELECOM, GLOBOTEL MOBILE LINKS, INC., GMI DIGITAL WORLD ISMS], GREENTELCOM, GUANZON MERE}, 

RELLO TELECOMS, HERRERA BROTHERS, JUNREX CELLPHONES AND ACCESSORIES, MATRIX, MEGA CELLULAR, MEMOXPRESS, MOBILE EXPERTS, MOBILE NETWORKS, NETSCAPE, NOVAGEN, 

ORO GRAPHICS, INC. > ALDANA, PAMPANGA CELLULAR SHOPIOG PHONE, PINES MULT! TELECOM SROP, POS MARKETING ENTERPRISES, INC., QSL ELECTRONICS, QUALITY CELL, RC GOLDLINE, 
‘SAVE NY EARN, SEMICON, SHOPPERS MART, SIENA TELECOM, STAR SEARCH, TEKPHONE, TOUCHCOM, VIEWERS, WELLCOM TELECOM, WILTELCOM. 


CCA, Manila, the Philippines’ pioneer in formal culinary education, 
‘continuously leads the way in the food service industry by giving you 
practical, hands-on education, equipping you with the much needed 
Skills to excel in the global culinary arena. 


We Fit In. 
We Stand Out. 
We Rock The World! 


Not only will you graduate highly competent and passionate with 
your craft, well make sure you'll bring fresh and young ideas as you 
face and rock the world. 


‘Application is on going for June and August intakes: 
Diploma in Culinary Arts and Management (2 years) 
Diploma in Baking- Pastry Arts and Management (2 years) 


1-year Certificate course options also available: 
Certificate in Culinary Arts 
Certificate in Baking and Pastry Arts 


Enhance your diploma and earn a degree through our local and 
international partner schools: Miriam College, Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology (Canada), Blue Mountains Hotel School 
(Australia), Johnson and Wales University (USA), and Le Roches 
‘School of Hotel Management (Switzerland). 


Practical Education for the Global Chet 
Katipunan, Quezon City | Tel. 426-4840 to 41 


‘Scholarships available for deserving applicants 


r 
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By Pam Pastor 


YLA. FRENCHIE DY. K BROSAS 

and the Boxers. Kim Flores. Erik 

Santos. What do they have in 
common? : 

Not a lot. Well, maybe two things, They're Back- 
room artists and they're part of the Summer Musi- 
cal Caravan that will take them around the country. 

‘This project, which is the brainchild of Backroom 
Ine. and is directed by Bong Quintana, promises to 
be exciting, enthralling, funny and, according to 
them, fiery. 

{| Kyla the R&B Princess, Frenchie the Big Champi- 
‘on, comedy musical act K and the Boxers, Kim the 

| new singing sensation and Erik the Prince of Pop 
join forces to make a memorable journey. 

‘The group will perform at the Pageor Grand The- 
atre in Parafiaque on March 31, the Ynarez Gymna- 

* sium in Antipolo City on April 28, in Pampanga on 
April 29 and in La Salle Bacolod on May 20:; 

Sexy comedienne Rufa Mae Quinto will, appear 

{asa special guest in Kyla's place at the’ Del Rio 

Splash Resort in Marbel City on May 13, at the 

È South Cotabato Gymnasium and Cultural Center 

| Marbel City on May 13. 


For more information, call Backroom at 4353808 


and 9283121 or e-mail backroomtalents@pldtd- 
sLnet, 


tacular, spectacu 


out 

My Graduation song is? "T 

Believe | Can Fiy” 

The song from my high 
ot 


The song | sing w! 
sleeping? Dep 

song I near a 
The song sing when 'm iieii. 
happy? Depende pa ain ; ANG 


1 dedicate this super song 
10? My boyfriend 
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@ bo racay 


march 30 
bar hop w/ supermodels 
and other celebrities 


march 31 | 
Eppenppdel modelympics 


april 1 
JB) fashion.show | 


Exotica ... vne: 


aficionados can slobber over the cerebral 
British quinter’s “Subterranean Homesick 
Alien," for example, without feeling like ~ 
they're listening to a novelty song. 

‘The simple name Stars belies this Mon- 
treal-based quartet's influence. Vocalists * 
Amy Millan and Torquil Campbell sing lyrics 
that are both dreamy and dark, evoking the 
sound of Welsh rockers Super Furry Animals 
and the image of that huge demonic bunny 


from “Donnie Darko.” Their 2003 release ya% 


“Heart” is a clever classic and if you want 
more, [suggest the passionate follow-up, “Set 


Yourself On Fire.” A Stars offshoot is Amy 

N Millan’s solo album, “Honey From The 

Š Tombs,” due sometime in May. A perfect 

way to soundtrack end-of-the-night 

=. magic, her track “Skinny Boy” is current- 

fgg VY available as a free download on most 
3, peer-to-peer websites 

Wf Selectronica 

For more than two decades, Cape 

= Verdean singer Cesaria Evora has 

4 it turned out stunning renditions of tra- 

*) ditional Portuguese mourning songs 

and uplifting samba-like tunes from 

À her childhood. It was only a matter of 


Unbeatable NESTEA refreshment, 100% RDA Vitamin C 
goodness in every ice-cold pitcher. Mom, it makes time 


spent together refreshingly special, Mix it, Mom 3 
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time before a band of Dds, producers, and oth- 
er such masterminds tailored her source ma- 
terial to their urbane literati needs. The result 
is “Club Sodade,” a hypnotic if somewhat un- 
even collection of updates by the likes of De- 
troit revolutionary Carl Craig and techno pio- 
neer Francois K. In my opinion, the best remix 
is by kitsch king Sefior Coconut. His stop-start 
spin on “Besame Mucho” is something you 
root for rather than roll your eyes at. 

But if you want something more tight and 
polished, the most recent “Verve Remixed” 
compilations should give you that post-orgas- 
mic chill. Again, dance floor deities such as 
Felix Da Housecat, Layo & Bushwacka, and 
Masters At Work mine the vaults of one of the 
premier "50s and ’60s jazz labels, performing 
sleights-of-hand on songs by Billie Holiday, 
Nina Simone, and Dizzy Gillespie. You proba- 
bly haven't heard of any of them, but trust me, 
the low-key luster of the old-school record- 
ings always manages to shine through, defy- 
ing pop cultural stereotypes and making the 
collection fascinating to club scenesters and > 
jazz kiddos alike. $ 


Nice and noisy 

We Are Scientists may look and sound Eu- 
topean but the Franz Ferdinand-friendly leg- 
ends-to-be are actually from Brooklyn. Their 
maiden effort, “With Love and Squalor,” is a 
grab bag of hijinks, stuffing 13 power-punk- 
Pop nuggets into an impressive 36 minutes. I 
discovered my now-fave “Nobody Move, No- 
body Get Hure” during a trans-Pacific fight 
and I couldn't help but celebrate that “Aha!” <, 
moment by pogo-dancing. In my head, that is. 
Dance punk isn't dead yet, no matter what 
they say. 

be your own PET's “Damn Damn Leash” is 
another endearingly noisy single that would 
make the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ Karen O proud. 
Perfect for middle school food fights, byoP’s 
cartoony sound—bursts of ADHD ge- 7) 
nius—have made them required listening for `” 
nongeneric youth. “Let's Get Sandy” is, like 
the buzz band, pure antiyuppie, under-20 en- >> 
ergy. Pay attention to the typography. ES 


Hasidic harmonies 

Hasidic reggae may sound hilariously „= 
askew, but save some iPod space for Ma- 
tisyahu and you'll find out it’s the intangible 
entertainment variable that counts. ‘The 
goody-goody themes of their compositions, 
like spiritual living and kindness, may strike 
audio delinquents as heavy-handed. Howev- ~ 
er, guitarist Aaron Dugan, drummer Jonah * 
David, and singing dude Matthew 
Miller—yup, they're a bona fide band—made 
sure their CD, “Youth,” is anything but. In: 
stead, they point out the shared roots of = 
benevolent Talmudic teachings and free-flow- 
ing Jamaican rhythms. Start off with the en- 
gaging “King Without A Crown,” a track that 
existed just under the radar until MTV started 
playing the video. Two words for yall: fright; : 
eningly cool. 


‘There's a world of sound out there waiting 
to be discovered. Kick off your independent 
evolution with the following. 


1. 1001 Albums You Must 
Hear Before You Die 


Who knew awesome music existed before, 
Tike, 2003? Well, close to 100 contributors s 
surely did. Spanning a cross-section of 
ganres, artists, and eras, this bible-thick 
volume cherry-picks the good stuff from 
Frank Sinatra to The White Stripes. You 
can try to overdose on music butas ittums 
out, you really just can't. 

P1799, available at Fully Booked Power 
Plant Mall, Gateway Mall and Greenhills 
Promenade. 


2. Pitchforkmedia.com 
Forward-thinking monstrosities unite! Ev- 
arything you want from the Indie underbat- 
Iy—and sometimes even the friendly main- 
Stroam—is here. Read music geek up- 
Gates! Download demo recordings! Be 
more intellectual than your friends! 


3. Popmatters.com 

‘Lo-fi, mid-fi, hi-fi, whatever. The thumbnal! 
description for Popmatters would be this: 
Its the pop culture wobsite for thinking 
young people. Amen, 
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with a cause 


By Alexis L. Loinaz 
Contributor 


TYRANNICAL GOVERN- 
ment. Political imprison- 
ment. State-sanctioned cur- 


fews. An underground rebellion. 
Propaganda. Sedition. Oppression. 

‘The movie is “V for Vendetta,” and the setting 
is a fictional England ruled by a Fascist dictator. 
But with its volatile themes and strong political 
point of view, the film could just as well have 
been a spot-on allegory for the Philippines’ own 
socio-political context: Spanish colonialization, 
foreign imperialism, Martial Law-era human- 
rights abuses, civilian revolution. 
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nly P8,895 
0 % Interest on 6 month and 12 month 


payment schemes on selected Kodak 
Easyshare digtal camera models. 


chaei Bay, the producer of The Texas Chainsaw 
tho rue nory o Atl, In 


horic event and is now haunted by a murderous 
days of unimagi 
monic visions ofthe dead and the 
ream of terror, this the haunted story that 
ian just a movie - it's real 


LE AT: ASTROVISION > VIDEO CITY 


Kodak EasyShare 


Set in the not-too-distant future, the film 
shows us a country living in fear of its govern- 
ment, which controls everyth 
dia to civil liberties. Amid the turmoil, a lone 
vigilante known simply as “V” attempts to 
overthrow the government using terrorist- 
like tactics. 

Enter Natalie Portman, who plays V's inad- 
vertent ally and helps hi 
To date, it's the most politic 
claimed actress has taken on, and it repre- 
sents yet another step in Portman's growth as 
one of Hollywood's more compelling young 
actresses. 

From the moment she caught the attentior 
of audiences in 1994 in the “The Profession 
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Serra Monte Mansions Clubhouse 9 AM - 5 PM 


peenevereneteete energies? 


We've got it all for you! EOZEN | 


mesa + ortigas + Ins piñas + bacoor * fairview + manila» p 
bag 


+ cubao + harrison + north edsa» 


nga + mandurrino 
davno + san lazaro + bicutan + Luce 


marilno + dasmariñas + batangas e delgado * san luzaro * suet * starosna 


VILLE 


RO 


For Inquiries Call C-intaractive Hating: 3744 


FOXTROT 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Comickelief sia eas 


BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2006 


BY JESS ABRERA 


I can't 
BELIEVE 
I SPENT 
MY SPRING 
BREAK 
CLEANING! 


WELL, You 
HAVE MY 
THANKS. 
You DD A 

GREAT J08! 


I MEAN, You CLEANED THE 
KITCHEN FLOOR So WELL, 
‘YOU COULD EAT OFF iT! 


HE ALREADY, 
‘THINK OF ALL You GoT DD THAT. 
DONE! THE BASEMENT.. - 

THE GARAGE... I WASNT GONG ok, 
TO WASTE THAT BAD 
WHOLE PLATE OF EXAM- 


SPAGHETTI PLE. 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 


SAFE NA AFE 


SA 


CHARGES VANI 


SEDITION 


PUGAD BABOY 


TRUST ME, AFTER 
SHE SEES THE 
MESSY WAY 


SHE'S NOT 

GOING To WANT| 
YOUR LIPS 
WITHIN A 

T MILE OF HERS 


BITSY. WHAT IF 
CALIN EXPECTS 
ME TO KISS HER?) 


NN TENNER, M LATTE, 
CALS HINGELE A'GPEEN" 
TEACHER BECAUSE HE'S 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
EWNIRONMENT, 


TOON He CHEOED TO 
See HON MANY OF US 
BroucuT FOOD IN 
REUSABLE OF RECYCLABLE 
CONTAINERS, AND HE 
GINE EVERY LUNCH 

A GAVE, 


Hey, Atomo! 

WHat ARe You 

Done uP 
There? 

iS 


Nore To MYSELF: 
Look More 
Desperate 


T tHoveHT You 
Neepen HeLe. 
See YA! 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're highly energetic! You appreciate the arts, beauty and pristine nature, You work well 
one and also with groups, Many of you hit your stride later in life. You are a trusted and loyal friend. Now itis time 
fo wrap up something you've been involved with for about nine years. Create space for something new! 
Birthdate of: Gloria Steinem, activist/writer; Sir Elton John, singer; Aretha Franklin, singer. 

others today. In fact, you like to help children 


ARIES (March 21 to 8 B 
. want to work on behalf when you can. Toda 


April 19): Your efforts 
on behalf of a group, or 
to help one friend in par: 
of someone else. Because you see you might be able to join forces with 
people who are needy and less fortu- groups or friends to make a differ- 
hate, you want to help in some way. ence in the life of young people. 
needs of others before 


ticular, will be successful 
your own. In fact, it 


today. You're willing to work, and 
you want your actions to make a dif- 
makes you feel good to be able to 
help someone. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): It's easy to be 
kind and considerate to 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You're a generous 
sign. You particularly 


ference. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You have al 
ways loved beautiful 
things (especially an- 
tiques). Today is a good 
day to push the limit and 

buy, something quite luxurious. 

You're one person who will apreci- 

ateit, 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You feel quite 
Selfless today. You have 
no trouble puring the 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Work related 
to photography, film, 
the movies, high fashion 
and the glamour indus- 

try will be very successful today. You 

have a definire idea about what you 
want to achieve. 


7 LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct, 
22): This is a wonderful 
day to make plans for a 


Vacation or some kind of 

exciting getaway or ad- 
venture. Publishing, the media and 
higher education’ hold much 
promise now! 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


across 

1 Longhand style 

8 Proxma 

15 Mid-ocean 

16 Director 
Teshigehara 

17 Ways up 

18 Sueichy 

19 Ermine ina 
light coat 

20 immune system 
member 

22 Press coverage 

23 Locture 

24 Returned trom 
dreamland 

25 Wicked 

28 Seil-tegard 

21 Frightening 

28 Solfeggio 

29 Tape over 

31 Gene and 
Grace 

32 Harison or 
Hony 

33 Magnani or 
Paviova 

34 King Anhur's 
aradise 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You definitely 
Want lo use your re 
Sources and perhaps the 
Fesourees af othe 
help someone, 

family member, today. Tis 

Never miss an opportunity to prac- 


tice kindness 
partner or close friend 


~" today. You're willing to 


listen; you're willing to help. 


Good.) 
your support and offer 


Sympathy or assistance. 
You won't regret giving a helping 
velous day, for creative 


hand, 
activities. It’s also a won- 


AI AN day for romance, 


love affairs and harmless Nirtations. 


Enjoy! 
could be practical, tan- 


gible improvements to 


your home, or improvements to 
family relationships. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You feel 
very sympathetic to a 


‘By Tom Proce 
Chicago,IL 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You're in a 
position to help a co- 


jaring Worker today, Show 


occasion 

41 Bref 
summation 

42 Pierces with 


5 Money 
‘oven 

8 VFW member 

7 Toward ihe 
sising sun 

8 impudent 

9 French texte 
center 

10 By mouth 

11 Mayday letters 

12 Summery 

13 In a gossy 
manner 

14 Makas laugh 

21 Firewood unit 

24 Potenual oak 

25 Dazzing 
success 

27 Repators 
exclusive 

28 Transmis 

30 Key of "Eroica" 

31 Delvered a low 
biw? 

33 Supplying 
blood vath 
oxygen 

34 Moore and 
Bunter 

35 Corweyance 


‘44 Casual alk 
45 Trojan War 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb, 18): This is a mar- 


ene 

46 Tumor of ims 

47 Concealed 

{8 Young sanon 
Top Gympie 
means 

50 Polar eatues 

52 Basque or 
Spenar 

54 Althr Leonard 
ana others 

s5 Tet ihe sony 

56 in an unkempt 
manor 

57 More seas 
ols? 


PISCES (Feb. 
March 20): You want to 
muke improvements to 
where you live. These 


19 to 


45 Urge to action 

46 "Casablanca" 
co-star 

48 Indian gown 

49 “Prony 
Woman’ man 

51 $-due mal 

53 Musical time 
unit 


environment 
37 Dit 

38 Venetian, eg 
Down 30 Authonzation to 
1 Rotor _ 

2 Steat eight 
3 Chango hues 
4 Move funively 


aa 

40 "Lou Grant” 
sir 

42 Sleek 


ANO "KANO 2 
IBILI Kita NG AsO 22 
E KUNG TAMAGOTCHI 
NGA HINDI MO KAYANG 
BUHAVIN E MAG-AALAGA, 
KA PA NG ASO 222 


kayo NaMAN Fo) 
ANG MAG ARAKAIN 
A MASLO E 
TAKO LANG ROANG "YUNG kart 
HIKIMAS SAKANYA -| E MINDI NATIN PASH. 
I HINAYANGAN - 


ALAM MONG 
TUMATANDA 
KA NA KUNG 


“ICKY” KA 
NA MASYADO 
SA MGA 
KINAKAIN MO 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


TVE BEEN 

DIGESTING 
A LOT OF 
* BEETLES” 


Mag-Recxcle 
Tuwing Sabado! 
Mga Kailangsy, 


Ne 


So Magaoviny O Magarasing @ Ltt ang 
pi 


Sa fara, 


1g Superhero 


rr 
alert he 


Gupitin 


9 cup. Yung 


sa ibabaw: 


ry Sa Lav 


Supechoys ramm, 


allan any cup. 


O 
SUPERHERO 
Ma \umibipad! 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


WHERE? T'S MICHAEL! 
WHERE'S 
MICHAEL, 
PAGOVA, 


YOURE RIGHT. 
DADDY. iT IS 
HIM! 


KIKO MACHINE 


PPARA ME DAGA 
SA KAMA KO- PUTH” 
MAGKALAT PAGA 
Dro ngese DIBA? 
ANRH. 


uhh TSONG! 


1 PALUIN 
Mo NA LANE NG 
ASINELAS,© 


LOVEKNOTS 


MAY SUGGESTION FV AKD, SIR, )/PARA HINDI MAALALA NI 
FARA FD TULOY-TULOY ANG " ATE GLO ANG MGA 

fo NE MGA TAGA- 
DYARYO AT MAGDYA- DYARY! NGA DYARYO, IDEKLARA 
peu KATULAD Ka 


ste 


Sy) eo 


PUNA SA ISANYA NG || SA MALA 
PT IBEBENTA 


MATE GLD ANG PRO~ || LAHAT NG D 
a DN LAMING M 
nra aie PMING 


TULDOK 


PANO MO NELEMENG GA 

MHEDA VILLAGE AEDO 

NAOCBI-BE SIL 
WALKING 
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From page Fl 


al," Portman has proven to be the genuine ar- 
ficle: A young actress with the acting chops of 
a Foster or a Streep. Although she’s best re- 
membered for her rather wooden turn as 
Queen Amidala in the “Star Wars” prequels, 
Portman has been steadily building an im- 
pressive oeuvre filled with carefully calibrated 
performances. (Witness her Oscar nomina 
tion last year for *Closer.") 

Portman met recently with reporters in 
New York City to chat about "V for Vendetta,” 
and Super! was pleased to discover that the 
actress actually lived up to the hype. Sporting 
anew pixie hairdo and a dressed in a well-tai- 
lored white embroidered dress, the charming 
and opinionated actress was refreshingly can 
did about a slew of hot-button topics. 

‘What's your interpretation of the polities 
ofthis movie? 

‘There's many ways to interpret this movie 
based on where you come from. The govern- 
ment can be Hitler's Germany or Hussein's 
Iraq. I spoke to a writer from South Korea who 
was like, “Oh, this is about North Korea.” You 
want it to be a dialogue with an audience and 
have the audience add to the ideas and the 

|, substance of the material. 

‘Were you concerned about this film hav- 
ing an agenda, since its themes resonate so 
strongly in today’s political climate? 

1 think it's important for people to discuss 
issues surrounding the usage of violence and 
how we categorize violence. I think that the 
characters obviously romanticize it, but all 
people who use violence against injustice ro- 
manticize it. Whether you agree with that ro- 
‘manticization is obviously up to you as an au- 
dience member 

How conscious were you about the way 
violence is used in this film? 

The ways we demarcate legitimate and ille- 
gitimate violence are so arbitrary. What is the 
difference between killing someone by acci 
dent, like when US soldiers kill Iraqi civilians, 
‘fversus] a terrorist who goes in and blows up 
on purpose? 1 think those things are impor- 
tant to question. 

Do you have anything in common with 
your rebellious character here? 

1 don't love drawing comparisons between 
myself and characters because it’s probably a 
dangerous exercise for me to undertake. Per- 
sonally, Pm pretty nonviolent, but this has 
made me ask myself under what circum- 
stances do | think 1 would be violent. And the 
only thing I can imagine is, in defense of peo- 
ple Ilove. 

In this film, gay men and women are per- 
secuted. Did you see any connection to the 
recent furor over gay-rights issues? 

‘The treatment of homosexuals and how it’s 
used as a political issue is one of the most up- 
setting things in the United States for me right 
now. That's so morally reprehensible, and it's 
completely against what we're taught about 
how everyone should be respected. 

You had to shave off your hair in this 
film, and it was done in one take. Was that 
hard for you to do? 

Fd always said I wanted to shave my head 
but never really had the courage. So this gave 
me an excuse. The biggest stress about the 
whole situation was not actually losing the 
hair but that we only had one chance. 

‘Are you happy with the way the film 
turned out? 

I'm really happy. Usually this part of the 
process [press interviews] is the most tedious. 
But this one brings up such different reactions 
and such different questions, and it’s exciting 
to talk about, And that’s been the biggest 
pleasure for me. 


“THE MOVIE has made 
me ask myself und 
what circumstan 
think | would be violent. 
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VAND EVEY. 
With Hugo 
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Just buy any Wendy’s 
Choose-Ur-Size Combo 


Get a raffle ticket and 
Choose-Ur-Prize 


EL 
C f2 Ea 


Shopping in Automatic P250,000 Shopping ADream Vacation In 


Centre worth P250,000 Spree in Ayala Center the U.S. or Europet 


o e 


The bigger the size of your Choose-Ur-Size meal with a COKE, the more raffle tickets you get. 
That's more chances of winning! 
See posters and flyers for details, 
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(And | wanna 


Chicco Vila 


baea 


By Pepe Diokno 


DON'T KNOW IF I SHOULD 
I admit this, but I now have 
Giselle Sanchez on my iPod. I 
have Karel Marquez, Aia de Leon 
and Loren Legarda, on it too! Oh 
and I can't forget I listen to Mar- 
garita Go-Singco Holmes. 
WTF happened to me? Romancing Venus 
‘Volume 2. 
Romancing Venus Volume 2, comes after 
‘Volume 1 (Ohh ...). It features the words of 


hicto| For ultimate outdoor fun! 
GUO) 


‘Step 2 Bridge & Tunnel Clubhouse 
Climber 


partment storas and toy storas nationwide. 
‘whan, chidebcdni arid wwrw!step2.com’ 


S A CALL TI 


ens on March 24th. 
diy disease that threatens 


the lives of our children is yet to happen. 


World TB Day happ" 
The elimination of this deat 


Have your kids screened for infection 
and join Pediatrica’s DefeaTB movement. 


Rac ccs 
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FROMIeft to 
right: Venuses of 
spoken word, 


poetess Kooky Tuason, sung by 
an array of women art 
not-attists (and um, 
male.) 

It's a mostly spoken word 
album; that means people 
recite the poems with music 
in the background. There's 

some great singing on it too— 
don't worry. 
Press for the album says, “every verse 
(lyric) burns, pure and raw, as though it was 
"y ripped from the womb of every woman...” 
2 Woah. 


| Woah. 
The tunesare 
cool, y’all. 

So at first, 1 didn't 
wanna pick it up— Ẹ 
spoken word, wom- 
en— thought itd be 
too heavy for me. 

Butit wasn't. 

‘There are chill songs, and songs to scream to; 
songs for the beach and the drive there; songs 
for calming yourself after a night out. There are 
even songs ... for bathing. But that’s just me. 

The lyrics are precious. Take, “Tasting the 
Strange Dripping Of Your Leaving So Soon 
Inch by Inch Circling My Mouth.” Its heavy, 
but titillating. OK, next sentence. 

This CD isn't just for girls. Everyone can re- 
late to lyrics like, “Iam scattered Like ashes/ 
Burned by your matches” and, “I am a deep 
dark secret yet to be uncovered.” 

‘The whole CD is iPod-able, I tell ya, even if 
you have one of those shuffles. 

But here's the cherry: A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from this album goes to the Women’s 
Crisis Center. You can tell the good intentions 
behind this whole undertaking. 

“I saw a woman beaten eaten alive by 
names too many in number.” Help stop this, 
and enjoy great music! That's a good combo, 


Step 2 Motorcycle È Romancing Venus Volume 2 is available at 

| the I Love You store on Makati Avenue, Power- 

Companyainc. 5 Quezon N books Greenbelt, and Lulu Castagnette Glorieta 

hf aie rine ‘and Megamall. You can also get them in Tower 
hamd Records and Music One. 


World TB Day 
Observed 


Today is the observance The implementation of 
of World TB Day. Tubercu- the pilot program in Santa 
losis, more popularly Rosa, Laguna started in 
known as TB, is still one 2002, following the 
of the leading causes treatment guidelines set by 
of sickness and death in the the DOH (Directly Ob- 
Ph ilippines. Worldwide, served Treatment, Short 
it is still on the list of Course or DOTS in chil- 
global health emergencies dren or DOTCh). After two 
by -the World Health years of diligently finding 
Organization. and treating positive 
Observing World TB cases, the project was suc- 
Day started in 1982 on the cessfully completed last 
centennial of Dr. Koch's year with 98% treatment 
discovery of the TB bac- success rate. 
terium. This year would be Through all the pro- 
the 124th year of that provi- gram's experiences, it was 
dential discovery. Before duly noted that the success 
this, TB would sound the of the program is still 
death knell or anyone who specifically reliant on the 
contracted the disease. same 5 elements that spells 
Frontline TB care the success of adult DOTS - 
providers are usually re- sustained political com- 
garded as everyday heroes mitment, access to quality- 
as they are able to save assured TB detection mate- 
lives and foster a healthy rials and methods, proper 


lifestyle for people. Active case management condi- 
in the Philippines today isa tions, uninterrupted supply 
concemed group that advo- of TB drugs, and reporting, 
cates that childhood TB as and recording that will en- 
a major health problem able future assessment, 
among Filipino children leaming and replication. 
and has been actively con- With the continuing sup- 
ducting a community- port of the core group of 
based project designed to participating sectors, the 
diagnose, treat and monitor program may well be on its 
childhood TB. way to implementation na- 

Spearheaded by the tionwide. From the govem- 
Philippine Ambulatory Pe- ments end, a DOH-issued 
diatric Association and Administrative Order 
through Pediatrica, Inc's (#178) establishing a na- 
Defeat Childhood TB tional program for a TB 
Movement, this medical control program in chil- 
program has the strong sup- dren. Hopefully the suc- 
port of the POTTS Founda- cessful implementation of 
tion, Alliance for the Con- the TB control program in 
trol of Tuberculosis in Chil- Santa Rosa, Laguna, will 
dren in Washington, DC, be cascaded and replicated 
World Health Organization through support in training 
(WHO), the Department of and availability of TB 
Health and the local gov- medications that will be 
emment units where this ensured by the administra- 


gram is implemented. ordei 
program is implemented, tive order. e. 


